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Karnaphuli Tunnel
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electricity supply, lighting,
ventilation, fire  safety
systems, CCTV, and traffic
management inside the
tunnel, Rabiul added.

He also said that steps
were underway to make the
tunnel profitable.

The minister said parts
of the Dhaka Elevated
Expressway project
were facing delays due

to financial difficulties
within  the investing
institution.

“Due to complications
related to the transfer
of shares among the
shareholders of the
project’s investment
institutions, the loan

instalments from the China
Exim Bank and Industrial &
Commercial Bank of China
have been suspended,” he
said.

“If the financial
difficulties of the investing
institution are resolved,
the project will be fully
operational by December

2028,” he added.

In reply to a query
from  Nazmun  Nahar
MP, the minister said
the government plans to
launch the country’s first
Bus Rapid Transit (BRT)
along a 20.5-km corridor
from Hazrat Shahjalal
International Airport
to Gazipur’s Shibbari to
ease the capital’s traffic

congestion.

Responding o
lawmaker Mohammad
Nurul Islam’s  query,
Rabiul said GPS devices
will be installed in all

public transport vehicles
to curb reckless driving
and disorder and ensure
safety.

In reply to a query by
Nipun Roy Chowdhury
MP, Rabiul, also the
railways minister, said
a pilot project had been
undertaken to install
automatic barriers at three

separate level crossings
in Dhaka with Buet's
assistance.

Teesta plan a national
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government believes it
is not limited to border
protection alone. It also
covers sovereignty, public
safety, economic stability,
food and energy security,
cybersecurity, and strategic
capacity.

The government has
begun building a defence
system, enhancing defence
industry capabilities, and
modernising defence
management, he said.

Labelling film, drama,
music, and sports as part
of the “creative economy”,
Tarique said initiatives had
been taken to bring these
sectors into the mainstream
of the national economy.

Turning to energy, the
prime minister said the
government inherited a
sector plagued by limitless
corruption,  waste  of
public funds due to flawed
planning, and contracts
that sidelined domestic
companies such as BAPEX
in favour of foreign firms.

He said all necessary
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measures were being taken
to restore discipline in the
energy sector, including
diversifying energy sources,
expanding domestic gas
exploration, promoting
renewable  energy, and
improving energy efficiency.

Tarique also said the
treasury and opposition
benches could work
together in parliament on
constitutional amendments,
with the July charter serving
as the guiding framework.

The prime minister said
Bangladesh  could also
advance reforms beyond
parliament by building
public support for issues of
national importance and
pursuing reform-oriented
programmes.

Agreeingwith Opposition
Leader Shafiqur Rahman,
Tarique acknowledged that
differences might exist
between the treasury and
opposition benches.

“But we shall remain
united on reviving the
economy (0 ease people’s
suffering, restoring
discipline and rebuilding
trust in the financial sector,
creating opportunities
for farmers, workers,
youth and  expatriate
entrepreneurs, and
strengthening democratic
institutions,” he said.

“Let our pledge today
be that in this Bangladesh,
fascism or autocracy shall
never again take root, and
no one shall ever turn this
country into a client state,”
he added.

Tk 20 crore
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Responding to questions
from opposition  MPs,
he said the funds will
be distributed through
district councils, adding
that city corporation areas
would be covered later.

Speaker Hafiz Uddin
Ahmed then said despite
serving in parliament for
40 years, including as an
opposition MP, he had
never received such an
allocation.

“I was arrested and jailed
five times. That is all I got,
nothing more,” he said.

The speaker also praised
opposition leader Shafiqur
Rahman for raising a range
of national issues during
the budget discussion.

He expressed hope
that Prime Minister
Tarique Rahman and
Finance Minister Amir
Khosru Mahmud
Chowdhury would give
“due  consideration” o
the opposition leader’s
remarks.

Ahsan Habib made acting NBR
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responsibility of acting
chairman of the NBR.

The order also appointed
him acting secretary of the
Internal Resources Division,
which oversees the NBR.

He will replace the
current NBR  chairman,
Md Abdur Rahman Khan,
who was appointed during
the tenure of the interim
government.

The appointments take
immediate effect in the

public interest, according to
the notification.

Ahsan is a career tax
cadre officer with more than
three decades of experience
in tax administration. He
previously served as the
director general of the NBR’s
Central Intelligence Cell.

According to his official
profile, he secured second
place in the national merit
list of the 15th Bangladesh
Civil ~ Service (Taxation)
cadre and ranked first in

departmental training at
the BCS Tax Academy. He
also holds BSc (Honours)
and MSc degrees from
the University of Dhaka,
graduating first in his
master’s programme.

Over the course of his
career, he has received
professional  training in
tax audit, transfer pricing,
investigation, intelligence,
and tax digitisation in India,
Malaysia, the Philippines,
and Furope.

Sweden in French firing line
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However, any rival will face
the same conundrum:

however many goals they
score, Les Bleus always look
capable of scoring one more.

Mbappehasbeenkrance’s
central figure again, while
Dembele’s hat-trick against
Norway and Olise’s creativity
have underlined the depth of
attacking options available
to Deschamps. Barcola,
Doue, Rayan Cherki, Jean

Philippe Mateta or Marcus
Thuram give France the kind
of bench power no team can
match.

Sweden arrive as awkward
opponents rather than
spectacular  ones.  They
finished second in Group
F behind the Netherlands,
opening with a 5-1 win over
Tunisia before being torn
apart by the Dutch 5-1 and
drawing with Japan I-1.

However, they have

Power cuts grip Ctg amid heat
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Chattogram’s daily power
demand usually fluctuates
between 1,500 MW and
1,600 MW. On Sunday at
7:00pm, peak demand rose
10 1,621.40 MW, but the city
received 1,528.90 MW from
the grid.

“We faced a deficit of
92.50 MW at that hour,
leaving us with no option

Documents obtained by
The Daily Star, however,
show that the Chattogram

region generates far
more electricity than it
consumes.

On Sunday evening, 17
of the region’s 28 power
plants were operational,
jointly supplying 2,987.40
MW to the national grid
during peak hours and

The documents show
that 11 power plants in the
region were idle on Sunday.
Among them, two of the
five units at the Kaptai
Hydroelectric Power Plant
were shut due to low water
levels in Kaptai Lake, while
both units of the Raozan
Thermal Power Plant were
out of commission due to
a severe fuel shortage, PDB

enough physical presence
and organisation to make
the evening uncomfortable
if France lose patience.

The knockout stage is
a different test from the
group phase, when France
were able to overwhelm
opponents despite
occasional defensive lapses.
But the 2022 final against
Argentina aside, France have
not lost a knockout game at
the World Cup since 2014.

Uddin, chief
(distribution)  of  PDB,
Chattogram, said, “The
clectricity generated by
local power plants goes
directly into the national
grid, from which a part of'it
is allocated back to us.”

“If the national
grid’s  transmission  to
Chattogram falls short of
local demand, we have to

engineer
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The prime minister
reassured citizens  that
both his government and
parliament belong to the
people.

His remarks came as
Jamaat had yet to formally

but to cut power,” Hossain
said.

sources said.
Contacted,

240587 MW  during
morning off-peak hours.

enforce load shedding,” he

Kamal added.

Following amendments have been made for the purchase of (a) 5,000 (Five Thousand) M. Tons of Brown Color
Chickpea  vide  Tender  Package no.  TCB/Amp-109/Chickpea/2025-26 &  Ref No
26.05.0000.016.10.155.26.2043; Date: 02-06-2026 (b) 1,100 (One Thousand One Hundred) M. Tons of Dates
vide Tender Package no. TCB/Imp-110/Dates/2025-26 & Ref No: 26.05.0000.016.10.155.26.2044; Date:
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