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EASTERN AFGHANISTAN

Pak airstrikes kill dozens
Islamabad says it targeted militants; Afghan govt 

reports civilian casualties
AFP, Tsamkanī

Pakistani airstrikes killed dozens of people in 
eastern Afghanistan, with Islamabad saying 
yesterday it targeted militants but the Afghan 
government reporting civilian casualties.

The strikes are the latest flare-up of violence 
between the neighbours whose relationship 
has been fraught since 2021, when the Taliban 
government took power in Kabul, and follow a 
weeks-long war that erupted in February.

Pakistan’s information minister said the 
operations killed 25 militants and were aimed 
at a group that it blames for a deadly weekend 
attack in Karachi, although Afghan authorities 
have repeatedly denied their territory harbours 
militants.

The Taliban government said the airstrikes hit 
three eastern provinces, killing 36 civilians and 

wounding 163. “When local residents gathered 
to conduct rescue operations, the area was 
bombed for a second time” in Paktia province, 
deputy government spokesman Hamdullah 
Fitrat said.

Pakistan’s information minister said the 
offensive also included ground operations in 
border areas and targeted Jamaat-ul-Ahrar, a 
splinter group of Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan 
(TTP).

“Three targets in Paktia, Paktika and Kunar 
were destroyed during precision strikes,” 
information minister Attaullah Tarar said. 
He said four militants were also killed in 
ground operations. The neighbours agreed 
to a ceasefire in March but there have been 
sporadic attacks since, with Pakistani strikes 
in June killing 13 people, according to Afghan 
officials.

VENEZUELA QUAKES

Survival 
chances drop 
after 72 hours
Aftershock hits north 
of Caracas; death toll 
nears 1,500

REUTERS, Caracas

Rescue teams raced on Sunday to find 
more survivors of the two powerful 
earthquakes that struck Venezuela 
this week, with signs of life bringing 
occasional relief to a grim quest to 
whittle down a list of tens of thousands 
missing.

The death toll from Wednesday’s 
twin earthquakes neared 1,500 people 
as foreign rescue teams poured into La 
Guaira, the hardest-hit state of a country 
long mired in a deep political and 
economic crisis. A strong aftershock of 

4.6-magnitude struck north of Caracas 
yesterday. 

A father and his son were pulled out 
alive from the rubble of a collapsed 
building on Sunday. “There exists 
a window of roughly three days, 72 
hours, where the probability afterwards 
decreases that you can save people alive,” 
said Sebastian Eugster, the leader of the 
Swiss rescue team.

The 80-strong team had found 
multiple people alive in the rubble thanks 
to alerts from their eight search dogs, but 
had not been able to pull them out in time 
to save them, he added. Saturday evening 
marked 72 hours since the quakes.

Dozens of buildings collapsed into 
piles of sand and rubble in the coastal 
state, about 40 km (25 miles) north of 
Caracas.

3 Palestinians 
killed in Israeli 
drone strike
Say Gaza officials; Palestinian 
teen shot dead in West Bank
AFP, Gaza City

Gaza health officials said an Israeli drone strike 
killed three civilians and injured several others 
yesterday, the latest violence to hit the Palestinian 
territory despite a ceasefire.

Israel and Hamas trade near-daily accusations 
of truce violations and the Gaza Strip remains 
gripped by bloodshed as progress stalls on 
permanently ending their war.

“Three people were killed and several injured 
when an Israeli drone struck a group of civilians,” 
Al-Aqsa hospital said in a statement.

Gaza’s civil defence agency said the strike hit an 
area in Deir el-Balah in central Gaza. 

An Israeli military source confirmed the attack.
“The IDF did carry out a strike targeting jihadi 

terrorists. The results of the strike are still being 
assessed,” the source told AFP.

Meanwhile, Israeli forces killed a 15-year-old 
Palestinian teenager in a raid in the occupied 
West Bank yesterday, according to the Palestinian 
health ministry.

Vehicles queue to refuel at a Lukoil petrol pump, as according to local officials some regional filling stations face gasoline 
shortages due to production cuts at major refineries, amid the Russia-Ukraine conflict in Rostov-on-Don, Russia yesterday. 
President Vladimir Putin acknowledged that the country was suffering from “a certain shortage” of fuel. PHOTO: REUTERS

DEADLY HEATWAVE

Southeastern 
Europe feels 
effects
Red alerts in Croatia; 
wildfire fears rise
REUTERS, Belgrade

The Balkans yesterday felt the impact of the record-
breaking heatwave that has caused hundreds of 
excess deaths and disrupted daily life across the 
continent for more than a week, with growing 
concerns over the spread of wildfires.

There was also a warning that the heat was 
likely to build again from the start of next week in 
countries such as France and Germany that bore the 
brunt over the past few days.

In Croatia, the weather service issued a red alert 
yesterday for regions including the capital Zagreb 
and the tourist destinations of Split and Dubrovnik.

Dozens of firefighters, assisted by four aircraft, 
battled a wildfire burning pine forests on the tourist 
island of Vis in the Adriatic Sea, some 34 miles (55 
km) southwest of Split.

In neighbouring Serbia, the State 
Hydrometeorological Service (RHMZ) has warned 
temperatures would reach 39 degrees Celsius (102 
degrees Fahrenheit).

Further south, Albania contained a wildfire that 
has consumed many hectares of bushes and olive 
trees near the southern village of Klos over the 
weekend.

Scientists have said the heatwave, which began 
on June 20, was the worst recorded in Europe, 
and the blistering conditions have disrupted 
power generation, damaged infrastructure and 
overwhelmed healthcare systems.

France has reported 1,000 excess deaths during 
the heatwave. The French public health agency said 
most of the heat-related fatalities involved older 
people and warned the number was expected to rise.

The heatwave would have been “virtually 
impossible” without human-caused climate 
change, which has made this week’s soaring night-
time temperatures 100 times more likely than they 
would have been just two decades ago, according to 
scientists.


