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STAR BUSINESS DESK

Prime Bank PLC, in collaboration 
with the International University of 
Business Agriculture and Technology 
(IUBAT) and its IUBAT Business 
Society, recently organised a seminar, 
titled “Financial Inclusion: Engaging 
& Inspiring Youth in Banking” under 
its industry-academia collaboration 
initiative, PrimeAcademia.

The programme reaffirmed the 
bank’s commitment to nurturing 
future-ready talent by bridging the 
gap between academic learning 
and real-world financial insights, 
according to a press release.

The seminar drew enthusiastic 
participation from students and 
faculty members, serving as a vibrant 
platform for knowledge exchange and 
discussions on the future of inclusive 
banking in Bangladesh.

Through PrimeAcademia, 
Prime Bank continues its mission 
to empower young people by 
connecting academia with practical 

financial solutions and fostering 
career opportunities for the next 
generation.

Prof M Mahmudur Rahman, pro-
vice-chancellor of IUBAT, attended the 
event as the chief guest and underscored 
the importance of strengthening 
industry-academia collaboration to 

better prepare students for the evolving 
professional landscape.

MM Mahbub Hasan, senior vice-
president and head of financial 
inclusion and school banking at 
the bank, emphasised that financial 
inclusion goes beyond basic account 
opening. 

Prof M Mahmudur Rahman, pro-vice-chancellor of the International University of 
Business Agriculture and Technology, poses for a photograph with participants 
of a seminar, titled “Financial Inclusion: Engaging & Inspiring Youth in Banking”, 
on the university campus in Dhaka recently. 

Prime Bank, IUBAT organise 
seminar on financial inclusion
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Berger honours interior design 
talent at BAID 2025

STAR BUSINESS DESK

Berger Paints Bangladesh Limited 
recently recognised talent in interior 
design at the“2nd Berger Award for 
Interior Design 2025 (BAID 2025)”, 
held at the Radisson Blu Dhaka Water 
Garden.

The award received 208 entries 
across two categories: Professional 
and Amateur.

A total of seven projects were 
honoured at the event. In the 
Professional category, four projects 
won awards: Makeovers by Anmon 
by Nazifa Tabassum and Azrin 
Alom; Kobita Kunjo by Jubair Hasan 
and Tahmida Afroze; SOL by Utsha 
Zaman; and Ajo Idea Space, Gulshan 
by Md Rabiul Islam.

In the Amateur category, Bir 
Chattala by Sangeeta Chowdhury 
won the award. Two commendation 
awards were also presented in the 

Professional category to Jatra 
Bangladesh by Sarawat Iqbal and 
Monon-Bin Yunus, and Seuil_
Bleue by Rahat Ibna Hasan, Bin 
Sayeed Bakhti, and Raqib Ahmed 
Sharker.

Prof Shamsul Wares, architect; 
Rupali Chowdhury, managing 
director of the paints manufacturer; 
and Md Mohsin Habib Chowdhury, 
chief operating officer and director, 
attended the programme.

Rupali Chowdhury, managing director of Berger Paints Bangladesh Limited, 
poses for a group photograph with award-winning interior designers at the 
“2nd Berger Award for Interior Design 2025 (BAID 2025)” recently at the 
Radisson Blu Dhaka Water Garden. PHOTO: BERGER PAINTS BANGLADESH

United Finance approves 10% 
cash dividend for 2025
STAR BUSINESS DESK

United Finance PLC has approved a 
10 percent cash dividend for the year 
that ended on December 31, 2025.

The approval was given at the 
non-bank financial institution’s 
37th annual general meeting (AGM), 
which was held virtually yesterday, 
according to a press release.

Najmul Hasan, chairman of 
United Finance PLC, presided over 
the meeting.

A large number of shareholders 
joined the meeting from across 
the country. They approved the 
recommendations of the board of 
directors, including the dividend.

During the AGM, shareholders 
also discussed the company’s 
performance, audited financial 
statements, and future outlook.

The company expressed sincere 
gratitude to its shareholders for their 
continued trust, confidence, and 
active participation.

The management also reaffirmed 
United Finance PLC’s commitment 
to strong governance, sustainable 
growth, and long-term value 
creation for all stakeholders.

Mohammed Abul Ahsan, 

acting managing director, and 
Labiba Mahjabin, acting company 
secretary, also attended the meeting, 
along with members of the board, 
shareholders, and senior officials of 
the company.

Najmul Hasan, chairman of United Finance PLC, attends the institution’s 
37th annual general meeting, held virtually yesterday. The meeting 
approved a 10 percent cash dividend for 2025. PHOTO: UNITED FINANCE

Money whitening provision ends
FROM PAGE B1

The prime minister urged 
the institutions to use the 
tax savings to strengthen 
research, establish 
language laboratories 
and provide tuition-free 
education for poor and 
meritorious students.

The government has also 
relaxed the corporate tax 
regime for listed and non-
listed companies by easing 
the public shareholding 
requirement.

Under the revised 
provision, listed companies 
with at least 10 percent of 
their paid-up capital held by 
the public, down from the 
previous requirement of 
more than 10 percent, will 
qualify for the preferential 
corporate tax rate of 20 
percent if they meet the 
prescribed conditions.

Listed companies 
with less than 10 percent 
public shareholding will 
also benefit, as their 
corporate tax rate has been 
reduced from 25 percent 
to 22.5 percent, subject 
to compliance with the 
required conditions.

Non-listed companies 

will qualify for a reduced 
corporate tax rate of 25 
percent, down from 27.5 
percent, if they meet the 
government’s compliance 
requirements.

The government 
has also withdrawn its 
proposal to tax corporate 
dividend income at regular 
corporate tax rates, 
retaining the preferential 
20 percent rate. 

The earlier proposal 
would have pushed the 
tax on dividend income 
for banks as high as 37.5 
percent.

T A X - F R E E 

THRESHOLD UP

The tax-free income 
threshold has been raised 
to Tk 4 lakh for FY2026-
27 and FY2027-28. It will 
increase to Tk 4.5 lakh in 
FY2028-29 and FY2029-
30 before rising to Tk 5 
lakh in FY2030-31. 

Tax exemptions for 
ethnic communities have 
also been extended to 
cover salary income and 
now apply to ethnic people 
living in the plains as well 
as those in the three hill 
districts.

NO TIN FOR BANK 

ACCOUNT OPENING  

The requirement to provide 
a tax identification number 
(TIN) when opening a bank 
account has been dropped 
after stakeholders argued that 
it could discourage financial 
inclusion.

Capital gains tax on gold 
has been cut from 15 percent 
to 5 percent. Value-added tax 
(VAT) on digital advertising 
across social media 
platforms, OTT platforms 
and online marketplaces has 
also been reduced from 15 
percent to 5 percent.

VAT on locally assembled 
double-cabin pickup 
trucks and microbuses has 
likewise been cut from 15 
percent to 5 percent.

On tariffs, the 
government has 
withdrawn the 10 percent 
supplementary duty (SD) 
on honey imports for 
manufacturing industries, 
reduced import duty on 
PVC and PET resin from 
10 percent to 5 percent, 
scrapped the 10 percent 
regulatory duty on cold-
rolled sheets, flat-rolled 
coated products and 

refined copper cathodes, 
and cut customs duty on 
raw cashew nuts from 15 
percent to 5 percent.

Concessional duty 
facilities for manufacturers 
of LED lamps and 
prefabricated buildings 
have been extended till 
June 30, 2030.

Banglalink 
FROM PAGE B1

According to sources, 
Veon is among several 
foreign companies that 
have expressed interest in 
investing in or acquiring a 
stake in Nagad. 

Veon said it has already 
applied for a digital bank 
licence and received a no-
objection certificate from 
the Bangladesh Bank to 
operate as a payment 
service provider.

The company said it 
has invested more than 
$2.5 billion in Bangladesh 
over the past two decades 
through Banglalink and 
contributed more than 
$4 billion to the national 
exchequer during that 
period.


