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NAGORIK TV
Zimbabwe vs 
Bangladesh
One-off Test, Day 2
Live from 1:30 pm

STAR SPORTS 1 & 
1 HD
Wimbledon 
Live from 4:00 pm

BTV, T 
SPORTS, 
SOMOY TV
FIFA World 
Cup

Brazil vs Japan
Live from 11:00 pm
Germany vs Paraguay
Live from 2:30 am 
(Tuesday)
Netherlands vs 
Morocco
Live from 7:00 am 
(Tuesday)

Eyes on Wimbledon 
title for Sinner, 
Sabalenka
REUTERS, London

Defending champion Jannik Sinner begins his Wimbledon 
campaign on Monday seeking a fifth Grand Slam title, 
while women’s world number one Aryna Sabalenka 
looks to claim her first major crown of 2026 and Novak 
Djokovic resumes his pursuit of a record-breaking 25th 
Grand Slam.

With two-time Wimbledon champion Carlos Alcaraz 
absent, Sinner enters the tournament as the clear 
favourite. The Italian skipped all grass-court warm-up 
events after his disappointing French Open exit, where 
he cramped in hot conditions and squandered a winning 
position in the second round.

Sabalenka arrives in London hoping to end a frustrating 
run at Grand Slams. Despite holding the world number 
one ranking since late 2024, the Belarusian has won only 
one major in the past 18 months despite reaching four 
finals. Djokovic, meanwhile, believes Wimbledon presents 
his best opportunity to surpass Margaret Court’s record 
of 24 major titles. The 39-year-old Serb has won seven 
Wimbledon crowns and has reached two finals and a 
semi-final since his most recent triumph in 2022.

Following his five-set French Open defeat to Joao 
Fonseca, Djokovic said grass suits him better at this stage 
of his career.

Netherlands, Morocco face off in 
mouthwatering clash

STAR SPORTS DESK

The Netherlands and Morocco 
will face off in a compelling 
FIFA World Cup Round of 32 
clash in Monterrey tomorrow, 
with kickoff scheduled for 7:00 
am Bangladesh time. Both 
sides topped their respective 
groups with seven points and 
enter the knockout stage full 
of confidence after impressive 
group-stage campaigns.

The Dutch finished first in 
Group F after opening with a 
2-2 draw against Japan before 
recording convincing victories 
over Sweden (5-1) and Tunisia 
(3-1). Ronald Koeman’s men 
have scored 10 goals in three 
matches, making them one of 
the tournament’s most potent 
attacking teams and genuine 
contenders for the title.

Despite their rich footballing 
history, the Netherlands are 

still chasing a first World Cup 
crown. They finished runners-
up in 1974, 1978 and 2010, 
while also claiming third place 
in 2014 and fourth in 1998. 

At Qatar 2022, they reached 
the quarterfinals. Victory over 
Morocco would book a Round 
of 16 meeting with either South 

Africa or Canada.
Morocco also collected seven 

points, finishing second in 
Group C behind Brazil only on 
goal difference. The Atlas Lions 

began with a creditable 1-1 draw 
against the five-time champions 
before defeating Scotland 1-0 
and Haiti 4-2 to secure their 

place in the knockout rounds.
Mohamed Ouahbi’s side 

have again shown they are 
capable of competing with the 
world’s best, building on the 
momentum of their historic run 
to the semifinals in Qatar four 
years ago. Morocco became the 
first African nation to reach the 
last four of a World Cup in 2022, 
eliminating Portugal in the 
quarterfinals before eventually 
finishing fourth.

The teams have met three 
times previously, with the 
Netherlands holding the edge. 
Their only World Cup encounter 
came during the group stage in 
the United States in 1994, when 
the Dutch claimed a 2-1 victory.

With both teams enjoying 
strong form and dreaming of 
another deep World Cup run, the 
Monterrey showdown promises 
to be one of the standout ties of 
the Round of 32.

Bangladesh opener Shadman 
islam (R) leaves the pitch with his 
head bowed as Zimbabwe players 
celebrate his dismissal during the 
opening session of the first day 
of the one-off Test at the Harare 
Sports Club yesterday. Put in to 
bat, Bangladesh were shot out for 
140 in their first innings before 
the hosts ended the day at 136 for 
one, with Khaled Ahmed taking 
the only wicket. 

TIGERS IN 
DISARRAY
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Brazil begin 
knockout journey
Brazil and Japan meet in one of the most intriguing Round of 32 clashes of 
the FIFA World Cup in Houston tonight. Five-time champions Brazil, who 
topped Group C, began their Hexa Mission with a 1-1 draw against Morocco 
before bouncing back with emphatic 3-0 victories over Haiti and Scotland. 
Japan, meanwhile, finished second in Group F after drawing with the 
Netherlands and Sweden before thumping Tunisia 4-0.

Brazil have reached the knockout stage at 
every World Cup since 1982.  

Vinicius Junior has been in sensational 
form, scoring four goals in the group 
stage, including a match-winning 
brace against Scotland. 

Brazil have been eliminated 
in four of their last six World Cup 
knockout matches -- more often 
than in their previous 17 combined. 
Each of those four eliminations 
came against European opposition.

Japan have conceded nine goals 
to Neymar in just five appearances 
against Brazil, including a four-goal haul in a 2014 
friendly and decisive strikes in 2017 and 2022.

Japan stunned Brazil 3-2 in an international 
friendly in October 2025. Paulo Henrique and 
Gabriel Martinelli gave Brazil an early lead before 

Takumi Minamino, Keito Nakamura and 
Ayase Ueda inspired a remarkable 

second-half comeback.

Japan have won just one of 
their 14 meetings with Brazil, 
drawing twice and losing the 
other 11.

Japan have never won a 
men’s World Cup knockout match, 

suffering Round of 16 exits in 2002, 
2010, 2018 and 2022, while failing to 

progress beyond the group stage at every 
other tournament since 1998.

Stokes to retire from 
international cricket
AFP, Nottingham

Ben Stokes has announced his retirement as England Test 
captain and from international cricket, the England and 
Wales Cricket Board said in a statement issued Sunday.

Stokes will end his England career following the 
conclusion of the ongoing third Test against New 
Zealand in Nottingham

As news spread of the 35-year-
old all-rounder’s decision, he 

received a standing ovation 
from the crowd at Trent 
Bridge and there were more 
cheers shortly afterwards 
when he dismissed New 
Zealand’s Zak Foulkes on 
the fourth day of the third 

and deciding Test of a three-
match series.
Sunday’s announcement 

came after Stokes returned to 
England duty at Trent Bridge after being omitted from a 
253-run defeat in the second Test at the Oval for breaking 
a midnight curfew, alongside teammate Gus Atkinson, 
while celebrating at a London nightclub following the 
first-Test win over New Zealand.

“Ben Stokes leaves the international game as one 
of England’s greatest ever cricketers and one of the 
defining figures of his generation,” said ECB chairman 
Richard Thompson.
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