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Relocate illegal chemical depots
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of existing environmental 
policies and laws. 

He called for stronger 
coordination among 
government agencies and 
greater public participation 
to protect Dhaka.

Md Saleh Uddin said 
the fire service continues 
to face serious challenges 
because many buildings 
violate approved designs. 
He alleged that buildings 
approved for five storeys are 
often constructed with 10, 
while regulatory authorities 
fail to take effective action. 

Presenting the keynote 
paper, Prof Dr Ahmed 
Kamruzzaman Majumder 
observed that Bangladesh’s 

rapid urbanisation and 
industrialisation have 
not been matched by 
improvements in chemical 
safety management, urban 
planning, risk assessment 
and regulatory enforcement.

He called for 
strengthening chemical 
safety and urban disaster 
management.

Former CPB general 
secretary Ruhin Hossain 
Prince urged authorities 
to implement stronger 
disaster risk reduction 
policies, halt the unplanned 
expansion of Dhaka, and 
bring the capital under a 
city government system to 
ensure environmentally 
sustainable and people-

friendly urban development.
Architect Iqbal Habib 

questioned RAJUK’s 
claim that 94 percent of 
Dhaka’s buildings are 
unauthorised, and asked 
why the agency had failed 
to monitor construction 
and take effective action 
against illegal buildings. 

Strong political 
commitment is essential 
for building a safer and 
more livable city, he added.

Major (retd) Shakil 
Newaz, former director 
(operations) of the fire 
service, stressed better 
coordination among 
government agencies in 
issuing certificates for 
chemical businesses.

Forests vanish, hunger grows
FROM PAGE 3

The Forest Department said 
that under the supervision of 
a local volunteer, more than 
200 monkeys are provided 
with 15 kgs of bananas, two 
kgs of vegetables, two kgs 
of bread and two kgs of 
peanuts every day.

However, this food 
allocation is not part of a 
permanent programme, it 
says.

Md Shafiqul Islam, range 
officer of the Kotchandpur 
Range under the Forest 
Department, said a local 
youth, Nazmul Hossain, 
voluntarily began feeding 
the monkeys around 10 years 
ago. He also worked to raise 
awareness among farmers 
and arranged treatment for 

injured monkeys whenever 
possible.

It is Nazmul who named 
the monkeys.

After this came to the 
government’s attention in 
2022, the Jashore Social 
Forestry Division introduced 
a limited daily food supply 
programme and appointed 
Nazmul as the caretaker.

He added that the 
monkeys’ natural diet 
mainly consists of wild 
fruits, roots and the leaves of 
various trees. 

Nazmul said that the 
supplied food is nowhere 
near enough for around 
200 monkeys, leaving them 
hungry most of the time.

As a result, the monkeys 
frequently raid nearby crop 

fields in search of food, 
prompting angry farmers 
to drive them away or attack 
them. Very little natural food 
remains in the area, and 
the limited resources often 
trigger violent territorial 
conflicts.

Nazmul also said that 
12 to 15 monkeys die each 
year from electrocution or 
injuries sustained in road 
accidents. With no local 
veterinary facilities available, 
many injured monkeys 
die before the Forest 
Department can arrange 
treatment.

He urged the government 
to increase food allocations 
for the animals and 
establish proper veterinary 
care for them.

1,320 cadre 
recommended 
in 47th BCS
UNB, Dhaka

The Bangladesh Public 
Service Commission (PSC) 
yesterday published the 
final results of the 47th 
Bangladesh Civil Service 
(BCS) examination, 
recommending 1,521 
candidates for appointment.

According to the results, 
1,320 candidates have been 
provisionally recommended 
for appointment to various 
cadre services, while 201 
candidates have been 
recommended for non-
cadre posts.

A total of 3,631 
candidates passed the 
written examination, and 
their viva voce began in May.

On September 28 last 
year, the preliminary 
results were published, 
while the written results 
were announced on April 
7 this year before the viva 
voce began in May.

18 crore people
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However, he [Millat] did 
not mention the timing 
correctly. That statement 
was made in April 2024. 
The situation changed on 
August 5,” he said.

Urging that credit for 
the uprising should not 
be attributed to any single 
person or leadership, he 
said, “Those under whose 
leadership the uprising 
succeeded deserve our 
respect and appreciation. 
We must preserve their 
rightful place.”

Referring to a comment 
made by former chief 
adviser Prof Muhammad 
Yunus, Shafiqur said, “Dr 
Yunus, while in the United 
States, described one person 
as the mastermind. I was the 
first to object and said that 
we do not recognise any 
single mastermind behind 
this movement.”

“I want to give credit 
to our young people. 
The mastermind of this 
uprising is the 18 crore 
people of Bangladesh,” the 
Jamaat ameer said.

Demonetise Tk 500
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“Those who previously 
laundered money abroad 
or were linked to the 
authoritarian regime have 
also stashed large sums of 
cash. As a result, a huge 
amount of money remains 
outside the banking 
system,” he said.

The MP from Noakhali-1 
said, “The banks have 
been looted. Do we really 
need so many banks in 
Bangladesh? We don’t. 
If someone becomes an 
MP, he needs a bank. 
If someone becomes a 
leader, he needs a leasing 
company. This system 
must be stopped.”

The MP also said, “Since 
independence, there 

has been a promise to 
bring back the laundered 
money. But in reality, not 
a single taka has returned. 
Once money enters the 
international financial 
system, it becomes 
extremely difficult to 
retrieve.”

He added that there 
are several problems 
in implementing the 
budget. “The first is the 
deterioration of law and 
order in Bangladesh. 
We cannot expect 
improvement in law and 
order while millions 
of youths remain 
unemployed. We must 
create jobs. Employment 
opportunities for young 
people must be ensured.”

Over 80,000 retired
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submitted up to June 30, 
2025, while an estimated 
15,545 were filed in the 
2025–26 fiscal year, he 
added.

The minister said Tk 
9,638 crore is required to 
settle all the applications. 
However, the projected 
income of the two bodies 
for the current fiscal year 
is Tk 2,462 crore, leaving a 
funding shortfall of around 
Tk 7,176 crore. At present, 
nearly 59,820 applications 
remain unresolved.

He said the government 
has taken steps to address 
the financial crisis of the 
retirement benefits board 
and the welfare trust 
by allocating necessary 
funds. 

Measures have also been 
introduced to expedite the 
disposal of applications, 
including restarting 
software systems, 
increasing manpower, 
expanding online services 
and enabling direct 
transfer of retirement 
benefits to beneficiaries’ 
bank accounts through the 
iBAS++ system, he added. 

Replying to another 

question from MP Manjurul 
Haque, the minister said 
the education ministry has 
arranged to pay arrears of 
salaries and allowances to 
MPO-listed teachers and 
employees whose payments 
had remained pending due 
to criminal cases during 
the previous Awami League 
government.

Responding to separate 
questions from Md Nurul 
Islam and NCP MP Hasnat 
Abdullah, the minister 
said 54 percent of teaching 
positions at the country’s 
technical education 
institutions are vacant.

He said 8,486 of the 
15,844 approved teaching 
posts in technical 
education institutions 
remain unfilled, adding 
that a requisition has 
already been sent to the 
Public Service Commission, 
seeking recommendations 
to recruit candidates for 
2,204 of the vacant posts.

The minister said the 
PSC has recommended 
the recruitment of 97 
cadre and 349 non-cadre 
teachers through the 45th 
BCS. They will be appointed 
after police verification.

Why fuse every issue
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“When the babies were 
struggling to survive, there 
was no oxygen, and no 
doctor came. Six infants, 
crying and gasping, 
succumbed to carbon 
dioxide build-up. Mothers 
were weeping and running 
around, but no physician 
appeared,” Sakhawat said.

“Many MPs said dialysis 
is done there for Tk 
200–250. True. We only 
suspended the hospital’s 
licence; we did not decide 
to shut it down,” he said.

The minister also said 
that the government 
cannot remain idle. 
“We want to bring all 
hospitals under discipline. 
Bangladesh comes first; the 
180 million people come 
first. The government must 
value human health and 
life.”

“I am the health minister 
appointed by our prime 
minister. Our children 
cannot die without 
treatment,” he added.

Referring to opposition 

MPs’ argument that no 
harsh decision was taken 
against United Hospital 
after a fire incident broke 
out there during the 
pandemic, Sakhawat said 
while those were accidents, 
what happened in Ad-din 
was due to negligence.

E x p o s i n g 
mismanagement in the 
hospital, Sakhawat said, 
“One of the hospital’s six 
floors was turned into a 
bakery. The stench makes 
it unbearable to enter. 
Plastic waste piled up so 
dangerously that if a fire 
broke out, no patient or 
guardian could escape. 
Out of negligence and 
stubbornness, the owner 
even replaced the board of 
directors with his wife as 
chief executive.”

“None of you went 
there, yet today you speak 
in parliament. Even the 
hospital owner did not 
visit after the tragedy. I 
went the very next day, and 
doctors admitted to their 
negligence,” he added.

People from low-income groups queue at a TCB truck in front of the capital’s Jatiya Press Club yesterday to 
buy essential commodities at subsidised prices. PHOTO: PRABIR DAS

WORLD CUP SCREENING

Chair dispute 
leaves 20 injured 

in Habiganj
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Moulvibazar

At least 20 people were injured yesterday after a dispute 
over seating at a World Cup screening escalated into a 
clash in Habiganj Sadar upazila.

The incident occurred in Uchail Bagerhati village, 
where residents had gathered to watch the 2026 FIFA 
World Cup group-stage match between Argentina and 
Jordan.

Habiganj Sadar Police 
Station Officer-in-
Charge Jahidul Haque 
said the dispute began in 
the morning when two 
villagers, Jadu Mia and 
Babul Mia, argued over 
chairs at the makeshift 
screening venue.

Associates of both men, after being in an altercation 
throughout the day, started attacking each other in 
the afternoon using local weapons.

Around 20 people sustained injuries and were 
rushed to Habiganj District Sadar Hospital for 
treatment, said OC Jahidul.

“The situation is now under control,” he added.


