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Old videos shared
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VIDEO ONE: TANGAIL  

HIGHWAY CRASH

Captions in the first video, 
which runs for nine seconds, 
claim that seven Chhatra 
League activists were killed for 
joining a procession and that 
their bodies were dumped in 
the Turag river. The caption 
further states that three 
bodies had been recovered, 
with four still missing.

The Daily Star found 
the video involved neither 
Chhatra League leaders nor 
the Turag river. In reality, 
the footage documented the 
aftermath of a tragic truck 
crash on the Dhaka–Tangail 
Highway on May 25.

On the day of the incident, 
Facebook user Mohammad 
Abdullah Al Noman shared 
several photos that exactly 
matched the bodies seen 
in the viral video that was 
repackaged and posted on 
the night of June 26.

Speaking to The Daily 
Star yesterday, Noman said 
he was at the crash site and 
that he took photos of the 
victims and uploaded them 
to Facebook.

Multiple news outlets 
also reported the crash. 
According to BBC Bangla, 
15 people were killed and 
six others seriously injured 
when a truck carrying steel 
rods overturned in the 
Saratail Dakshinpara area 
along the highway.

The video also contradicts 
its caption, showing between 
eight and 10 bodies -- not 
three, as the caption claimed 
had been recovered.

In a press release 
issued yesterday, Police 
Headquarters denied claims 
of a massacre in Turag, saying 
the allegations were being 
spread to mislead the public.
VIDEO TWO: BODY 

FOUND ON SURMA

The second clip, running 17 
seconds, shows passengers 
aboard a motorised boat 
filming a body floating in a 
river. Shared on the night of 
June 26, it carried captions 
alleging the body was that 
of a Chhatra League leader 
recovered from the Turag river.

However, The Daily Star 
found the claim to be false.

Speaking to this newspaper 
on Saturday, Md Shah Alam, 
additional superintendent 
of police (Golapganj circle) in 
Sylhet, confirmed the video 
was recorded in the Surma 

river in the district’s Golapganj 
upazila.

“The body was seen 
floating in the river on June 
26, but its identity has not yet 
been confirmed,” he added.

Two local residents of 
Golapganj -- Kawser Ahmed 
Fardeus and Md Shahin Ahmed 
-- posted several videos on June 
26 that precisely matched the 
body shown in the viral footage 
posted later in the day.

Local news outlets in Sylhet 
also covered the incident. 
Surma Times reported that 
the body was recovered on 
June 26 near the Kachabazar 
Ferry Ghat in the municipal 
town, while Sylhet Voice 
carried the same report.

D h a k a - b a s e d 
fact-checking organisation 
The Dissent likewise traced 
the footage’s origin to the 
same spot in a separate report.
WHO SPREAD IT?

The Daily Star’s verification 
indicates that the first 
video, now-deleted, began 
circulating after a Facebook 
post by Shohag Patwary, who 
identifies himself as a former 
Jubo League vice-president 
of Ramganj upazila in 
Lakshmipur. Within about 
24 hours, the post drew 
24,000 views and was shared 
59 times.

The second video, showing 
a body floating in a river, was 
traced to a Facebook page 
called “Bangalee Akritoggo” 
(Bangalees are ungrateful).

Posts referencing the 
so-called “Turag killings” were 
shared by prominent Awami 
League figures, including 
ousted prime minister Sheikh 
Hasina’s son Sajeeb Wazed Joy 
and former education minister 
Mohibul Hassan Chowdhury.

Joy alleged in a post that 
DGFI, the Army and BNP were 
involved in covering up the 
killings and disappearance 
of Awami League men.

His post drew 27,000 
reactions and was shared 
1,600 times. He did 
not, however, share the 
aforementioned viral videos.

A keyword search shows 
that after Joy published his 
post at 7:24pm on June 27, at 
least 79 Facebook posts from 
pages and profiles affiliated 
with the Awami League 
shared copies of it.

A similar post by 
Mohibul blamed the BNP for 
masterminding the killings.
Additional Reporting: 
Mir Rownak

Clear your stance on ’71
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the party’s election 
manifesto ahead of the 
last general election made 
no mention of Sharia law, 
Islamic jurisprudence, or an 
Islamic banking system.

Taking part in the 
discussion on proposed 
budget for the 2026-27 fiscal 
at the House, BNP Secretary 
General and LGRD Minister 
Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alamgir 
said if the opposition makes 
its stance clear regarding 1971 
and if it acknowledges its role, 
it will be easier for the party 
to do politics in Bangladesh.

“For your role in 1971, 
you have not apologised 
even once. You should have 
apologised before the nation. 
Had you done so, today’s 
problems would not have 
existed. But you did not. On 
the contrary, your leader 
Ghulam Azam declared that 
in 1971 ‘we did not make 
a mistake’. You can even 
reconsider it now,” Fakhrul 
said.

“You should make your 
position on Bangladesh clear 
to us, to the nation. I don’t 
want to go further.”

Regarding the National 
Citizen Party, Fakhrul said 
the party has forged an 
alliance with a party that did 
not believe in Bangladesh’s 
independence. “I hope they 
will clarify their politics further 
as they move forward. These 
young politicians have much 
potential. They will do well. We 
want them to succeed. But they 
should not carry the stigma of 
being associated with those 
who denied Bangladesh’s very 
existence.”

Home Minister Salahuddin 
Ahmed, responding to earlier 
remarks in parliament, 
also raised questions about 
Jamaat’s role in the Liberation 
War and whether it is truly a 
religious party.

He noted that Jamaat 
MP Shahjahan Chowdhury 
had claimed the party’s 
history spanned 100 years. 
“In fact, Jamaat was founded 
on August 26, 1941. So, its 
history is 84 years, not 100.”

He stressed that any 
discussion of Jamaat’s 
history must also include its 
role in 1971. “The National 
Freedom Fighters Council 
Act clearly states that the 
then Jamaat opposed the 
Liberation War. That has 
been settled.” 

“In 1979, when President 

Ziaur Rahman allowed 
religion-based politics, you 
became Jamaat-e-Islami 
Bangladesh.”

He argued that although 
Jamaat calls itself an Islamic 
party, its election manifesto 
contains no commitment 
to Sharia law, an Islamic 
state system, or Islamic 
jurisprudence. “Where 
have you said that you will 
establish Sharia, an Islamic 
economy, or an Islamic 
judiciary? Even the earlier 
slogan of ‘establishing deen’ 
has disappeared.” 

Salahuddin also 
acknowledged Jamaat’s 
role in the movements of 
1990 and 2024, saying, 
“We recognise their 
contributions.”

Turning to the budget, the 
minister said it has provided 
relief to the people and will 
help steer the economy 
towards self-reliance.

On governance, 
Salahuddin criticised past 
corruption, citing white 
papers and reports that 
documented illicit financial 
outflows averaging $16 
billion annually between 
2009 and 2023. He claimed 
that Tk 29.25 lakh crore had 
been siphoned off abroad 
through various channels, 
including labour migration 
scams.

He also urged the prime 
minister to direct the Anti-
Corruption Commission 
to investigate corruption 
during the 18-month rule of 
the interim government.

The home minister also 
addressed law and order, 
noting that the police now 
register cases more readily, 
resulting in an increase in 
recorded crime figures.

Responding to Jamaat’s 
challenge over Islami Bank’s 
Rural Development Scheme, 
Salahuddin presented 
figures showing Tk 10,527 
crore was disbursed between 
August 2024 and January 
2026, close to his earlier 
claim of Tk 11,000 crore.

Meanwhile, opposition 
MPs yesterday branded the 
proposed FY2026-27 budget 
as anti-people and dependent 
on loans, warning that it 
would fail to meet revenue 
targets and fuel inflation 
amid banking sector woes.

Terming interest system 
in economy a grave sin, 
Jamaat MP ATM Azharul 
Islam said, “In a country 

where the majority are 
Muslims, we cannot allow 
an interest-based system to 
continue. Instead of relying 
on interest-based loans, the 
government could consider 
issuing Retail Sukuk [Islamic 
bond] in line with Islamic 
Shariah to raise funds 
directly from the people.”  

Addressing the BNP, the 
Jamaat leader said, “You have 
called for banning Jamaat. 
Let me ask just one thing. 
Suppose we are banned. 
Who will fill that vacuum?”

“Will you run the country 
alone? Do you want to 
establish one-party rule? 
Who will fill that space? Are 
you trying to rehabilitate the 
Awami League? I believe you 
are...”

Another Jamaat MP 
Mujibur Rahman proposed 
forming a committee of Islamic 
scholars to oversee zakat 
collection and establishing a 
separate ministry.

NCP MP Nahid Islam 
said the budget was based 
on a deficit, and that the 
revenue target is unrealistic. 
He identified three major 
challenges: creating 
employment, reforming 
the banking sector, and 
addressing electricity 
agreements that have driven 
up power prices, as well as 
finding ways to bring them 
back down to a tolerable 
level.

He also said India should 
apologise for its role in 
supporting the AL government 
over the past 16 years and for 
the abuses committed during 
that period.

He criticised newly 
appointed Indian high 
commissioner, saying that 
“He equated India’s land and 
sky with Bangladesh’s, but 
sweet words do not soften 
flattened rice.” 

Regarding the revocation 
of Ad-din’s hospital licence, 
Health Minister Sardar Md 
Sakhawat Husain asked 
Jamaat MPs, “Why do you 
try to link every issue to your 
party’s ideology? A nation 
cannot be governed on the 
basis of partisan dogma.”

“What happened at 
Ad-din was the result of 
negligence … I visited the 
hospital the following day, 
and the doctors admitted that 
negligence had occurred,” he 
said while responding to the 
opposition’s objections to 
the government’s decision.

What went down in Turag
FROM PAGE 1

Ashulia police said that 
around 3:30pm on June 22, 
they chased a group of about 
60 AL leaders and activists 
at the terminal beside Gorur 
Haat and arrested seven of 
them. 

Sub-Inspector Rashidud 
Jaman filed a case the same 
day under the Anti-Terrorism 
Act, naming 21 while listing 
45 others as unidentified. 

Most of the accused 
are leaders and activists of 
the Awami League, whose 
activities are now banned, 
from different wards under 
Turag Police Station, 
according to the case 
statement. 

Visiting the area yesterday, 
this correspondent spoke to 
three witnesses. All of them 
said that a boat carrying 30 
to 35 people arrived at the 
terminal around 3:30pm. 
Shortly afterwards, eight 
to nine uniformed police 
officers, accompanied by 10 
to 12 men in plainclothes, ran 
towards the boat.

According to the 
witnesses, some passengers 
jumped into the river and 
swam away, while others 
fled through nearby bushes. 
Police got on the boat and 
arrested four people before 
chasing and arresting three 
more. 

The boat owner also fled, 
they said, adding that police 
later used the same boat to 
search for those who had 
jumped into the river but 
returned without finding 
anyone.

The witnesses declined 
to be named, citing safety 
concerns.

About these allegations, 
SI Rashidud Jaman told The 
Daily Star, “Seven Awami 
League activists were arrested 
during the procession near 
the boat terminal. The others 
managed to flee.”

Asked whether anyone 
was arrested on the boat,  he 
said, “I did not find anyone 
on the boat. I found them 
at the terminal after they 
had been detained. Another 
police team made the 
arrests.”

Since June 22, Ashulia 
Police and Aminbazar River 
Police have recovered four 
bodies, including that of 

Suman, from the Turag.
Mahbubur Rahman, in-

charge of the Ashulia Police 
Outpost, told The Daily Star 
that late Friday night, local 
fishermen spotted Suman’s 
body and informed the 
police.

“We recovered the body 
from the spot. Five mobile 
phones were found in his 
pockets.”

Humayun Kabir, officer-
in-charge of Aminbazar 
River Police Station, told 
this correspondent over the 
phone that three bodies have 
been recovered since June 22 
in his area.

He said that on June 24 
morning, the body of Arif 
Hasan Rakib was recovered 
from the river under the 
Darus Salam Police Station. 
The partially decomposed 
body had apparently drifted 
downstream. 

Later that day, a man 
named Rony Mollah 
drowned while bathing with 
several others at Diabari 
Ghat. The others managed 
to recover his body after 
searching for about an hour, 
and an unnatural death case 
was filed with Savar Model 
Police Station over the 
incident.

Additionally, the body 
of 15-year-old Maruf Hasan 
was recovered on Saturday 
afternoon. He had gone 
missing earlier the same day 
while swimming in the river, 
OC Humayun added.

The Daily Star was unable 
to contact the families of 
Maruf Hasan and Rony 
Mollah for comments.

However, Asadul Islam, 
uncle of Arif Hasan Rakib, 
told this newspaper over 
the phone, “I don’t want to 
comment on the matter. 
I heard that Rakib used 
to participate in Awami 
League processions. You 
have already seen what’s 
happening on Facebook. Our 
family is going through a 
traumatic time.”

Rakib had been missing 
since 22 June, he added. 

According to locals, both 
Md Suman and Rakib were 
residents of Ranabhola area 
under Turag Police Station. 

A review of Suman’s 
Facebook account shows a 
video of an Awami League 

procession, uploaded on 
June 21.

Police produced all seven 
arrestees before the court on 
June 23 with a petition for 
remand, according to their 
counsel Arif Sarkar Pavel, a 
Supreme Court lawyer. 

“Today [yesterday] was 
the scheduled hearing on 
the remand petition. The 
court rejected the remand 
application and instead 
ordered that the seven be 
questioned for one day at the 
jail gate,” he told The Daily 
Star.

Quoting his clients, the 
lawyer claimed they had first 
held a procession by boat in 
Turag area before travelling 
by boat to the Ashulia Bazar 
area for what they described 
as a picnic.

“As soon as they arrived, 
they were chased and 
assaulted by police and BNP 
activists. Seven of them were 
detained, while many others 
jumped into the river to 
escape arrest and save their 
lives.”

About the defence 
lawyer’s claim, Ashulia 
Police Station OC Md 
Tarikul Islam, said, “We are 
not attaching importance 
to what the defence lawyer 
has said. According to the 
information available to us, 
the accused were arrested 
from the boat terminal 
adjacent to the cattle market. 
The superintendent of police 
has already given a detailed 
briefing on the matter today 
[yesterday].”

Earlier in the day, at a 
briefing at her office, Dhaka 
District Superintendent of 
Police Shamima Parveen said 
Suman’s body was recovered 
from the river on June 26, 
while Rony’s was recovered 
two days earlier.

She said both deaths were 
accidental. However, she 
alleged that a vested group 
had portrayed the incidents 
differently for political 
purposes and was spreading 
disinformation on social 
media.

“Those responsible for 
such disinformation will 
be identified and brought 
to justice,” she said, urging 
anyone with information 
about such acts to inform 
the Dhaka district police.


