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ASHAR 11, 1433 BS 9
65-yr-old held 
over attempted 
rape of child
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Lalmonirhat

Police arrested a 65-year-old man 
yesterday for allegedly attempting 
to rape an 11-year-old girl at Telipara 
village in Kurigram’s Rajarhat upazila.

The accused, Ayub Ali, was reportedly 
caught in the act by locals, who beat him 
up before handing him over to police.

According to police and locals, 
Ayub called the child to his house 
when no one else was home yesterday 
morning  and allegedly attempted to 
rape her. Hearing the child’s screams, 
nearby residents rushed to the 
spot, rescued her, and detained the 
accused. Later, police arrived at the 
scene and took Ayub into custody.

The victim’s father has filed a case 
with Rajarhat Police Station. 

Rajarhat Police Station OC 
Mamunur Rashid said, “A chargesheet 
will be submitted to court soon.”

RAPE, MURDER OF 5-YR-OLD

Chargesheet 
filed in 9 days
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

Police have submitted a chargesheet into the case 
over the murder and rape of a five-year-old in 
Mymensingh’s Dhobaura upazila within nine days 
of the incident.

The chargesheet was submitted to the 
Mymensingh Chief Judicial Magistrate Court on 
Tuesday evening in the presence of Mohammad 
Kamrul Hasan, superintendent of police in 
Mymensingh, and other senior police officials.

The chargesheet was prepared after receiving 
the autopsy report and DNA report, said Dhobaura 
Police Station Officer-in-Charge Shafiqul Islam, 
the investigating officer.

The child was killed after rape at Tangati village 
in Dhobaura on June 14. Police recovered the body 
from the bank of the Kangsha river and sent it to 
Mymensingh Medical College Hospital for autopsy 
the following day.

The victim’s father then filed a case with the 
police station accusing unknown individuals, said 
the OC.

Later, police arrested four suspects -- Maruf, 19; 
Arif, 19; Rakib, 21; and Sayem, 19 -- from the same 
area.

Govt’s ‘wrong decisions’ push economy 
to brink: Shafiqur
FROM PAGE 3

that extortion, tender 
manipulation and land 
grabbing by “ruling party 
activists” have reached 
alarming levels, while 
bribery and corruption 

continue unchecked.
He also alleged that 

political patronage has 
contributed to a rise in 
crimes such as murder 
and rape, leading to a 
severe deterioration in the 

country’s law-and-order 
situation.

The Jamaat leader 
further accused the 
government of “blatant 
politicisation” of education, 
economic institutions and 

the administration.
“The overall situation in 

the country is becoming 
increasingly complex 
amid various national and 
international challenges,” 
he also said.

Four mobile operators
FROM PAGE 3

Bangladesh Ltd owes Tk 5,954 crore in licence fees, 
revenue sharing, spectrum fees, administrative fines and 
contributions to the social responsibility fund.

He said Teletalk’s application to convert Tk 5,554 crore 
of the dues into equity is under consideration by the 
finance ministry.

The minister said Grameenphone currently owes 
Tk 6,101.82 crore. He said the operator originally faced 
claims of Tk 8,494.01 crore arising from objections raised 
during a BTRC information system audit. Following 
court directives, the company paid Tk 2,000 crore in two 
instalments and later paid another Tk 392.19 crore in a 
VAT-related case. The remaining amount is pending, and 
the matter is being heard by the High Court.

The minister said Robi Axiata originally owed Tk 678 
crore over objections to the information system audit. 
Under court orders, it paid Tk 138 crore in five equal 
instalments, including Tk 50 crore related to a VAT verdict. 
The case is pending before the High Court.

For Banglalink, the minister said BTRC had claimed Tk 
811 crore over information system audit objections. The 
operator paid Tk 166 crore and later another Tk 215 crore 
under a VAT verdict, bringing total payments to Tk 381 
crore and leaving Tk 430 crore outstanding. The case is 
currently before the court.

School field used as storage site
Construction materials kept on playground for around 3 years

HABIBUR RAHMAN, Pirojpur

The playground of BMM Uttar Gagan 
Government Primary School in 
Pirojpur’s Nesarabad upazila has 
remained occupied by construction 
materials for a nearby bridge project 
for around three years, leaving students 
without space to play.

The school, located on the banks of the 
Maluhar canal, has 66 students.

Locals said construction materials have 
been kept on the playground since work 
began on a bridge and connecting road 
adjacent to the school.

They also claimed that locals have 
occupied a large portion of the school’s 
67 decimals of land, leaving little usable 
space for students.

Al Amin, a third-grader, said they 
cannot play because the field remains 
occupied.

Another student, Aysha Moni, said they 
have no opportunity for outdoor play as 
the playground has been taken over.

“We spend most of our free time inside 
the school building,” said Nafisa, another 
student.

Sadia Rawsan, the school’s acting head 
teacher, acknowledged that both the 
school building and the playground are in 
poor condition.

“We have informed the higher 
authorities,” she said.

Md Raisul Islam, upazila engineer 
of Nesarabad, said the authorities had 
not instructed the contractor to use the 
school field.

“The construction firm will be able to 
explain the matter,” he said.

Md Nuruzzaman Howlader, also 
known as Liton, a representative of the 
construction firm, admitted that using the 
school field was inappropriate.

“As the construction site is adjacent 
to the school and there is no open 
space to keep construction materials, 
we used the school field,” he said, 
adding that the playground would be 
cleared soon.

Vendors occupy the newly inaugurated footbridge in the capital’s New Market area, narrowing the walkway and causing 
inconvenience to pedestrians and commuters. The photo was taken yesterday. PHOTO: MEHEDI HASAN

ROHINGYA CHILDREN

Australia to 
provide $11.4m 
in financial aid
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Australia has pledged $11.4 million 
(AUD 16 million) in multi-year 
funding to Unicef to sustain health, 
education, protection and other 
essential services for Rohingya 
children and host communities in 
Bangladesh.

The funding, covering 2026-
2028 and effective from April this 
year, was announced in a press 
release issued yesterday following 
a meeting between Home Minister 
Salahuddin Ahmed and Australian 
High Commissioner Susan Ryle at the 
Secretariat.

The contribution comes as 
humanitarian needs remain acute 
and resources increasingly strained.

“Australia remains committed 
to supporting Rohingya and host 
communities in Bangladesh as the 
crisis continues. This contribution 
will help ensure that children have 
access to essential services, protection 
and education,” said Susan Ryle.
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