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EC plans mock voting
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“Once the election schedule 
is announced, we will then 
complete the training 
process gradually, phase by 
phase. Initially, we will train 
the masters, who will train 
the other polling officials at 
different levels,” he said.

“We will also hold 
mock voting to make the 
election process smooth 
and meaningful. Then 
come the law enforcement 
deployment plans to outline 
how and where they will be 
deployed. Budgeting will 
follow accordingly,” he also 
said.

Akhtar added that some 
preparatory tasks have 
already been completed, 
while others will be 

determined in due course.
Earlier, on June 4, 

Election Commissioner 
Abdur Rahmanel Masud 
said that elections to local 
government bodies are 
expected to begin with 
union parishad polls in 
October, with the schedule 
likely to be announced in 
August.

The EC has already 
published the draft code of 
conduct for the five tiers of 
local government elections 
on its website since June 10 
and sought feedback from 
political parties and other 
stakeholders.

Regarding the draft code, 
the EC secretary said work 
was continuing and the 
commission had already 

received feedback from 
several quarters.

Meanwhile, the EC has 
requested the Dhaka North 
City Corporation and Sher-e-
Bangla Nagar Police Station 
to evict illegal computer and 
photocopy shops operating 
in front of and around its 
headquarters in Agargaon 
to curb irregularities in 
National Identity Card 
services.

The development was 
disclosed in a working 
paper prepared for the 
EC’s monthly coordination 
meeting for June, which was 
made available yesterday.

The document also 
noted that eviction 
drives have already been 
conducted.

656 judge posts
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nationwide. In addition, 
Bangladesh has launched its 
first e-family court in Dhaka 
and Chattogram, operating 
entirely paperless. 

The minister also 
informed that a total of 
80 cases have been filed 
with the International 
Crimes Tribunals over 
crimes against humanity 
committed during the July 
uprising in 2024.

Responding to a query 
from lawmaker Masum 
Mostafa, the minister said 
verdicts have been delivered 

in seven cases, sentencing 
59 defendants. Of them, 13 
received the death penalty, 
while the rest were handed 
varying prison terms, 
including life sentences.

He added that 73 cases 
remain pending, including 
22 currently at the 
evidence-taking stage and 
51 still under investigation.

Altogether, 463 
individuals stand accused 
in the cases. Of them, 174 
have been arrested, 288 
are absconding, one has 
died, and one has been 
acquitted, he added.

Strong on paper, weak in practice
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He also said the updated 
Climate Change and 
Gender Action Plan lacks 
a designated “guardian 
authority” to institutionalise 
implementation across 
ministries. He also noted 
a decline in the effective 
representation of women in 
Bangladesh’s international 
climate negotiations.

Farah Kabir, country 
director of ActionAid 
Bangladesh, said while 
Bangladesh appears 
strong in climate and 
g e n d e r - r e s p o n s i v e 
policy frameworks, 
implementation remains 
weak. 

She stressed the need to 
move from budget tagging 
to outcome-based tracking, 
decentralised budgeting, 
and stronger engagement 
of local community 
women in adaptation and 
mitigation.

She questioned the 
effectiveness of gender 
focal points and gender 
budgets, asking whether 
funds are being spent on 
bureaucratic salaries and 
infrastructure rather than 
programme delivery.

Not the size of pans, 
rather, success should 
be measured by real 
improvements in the lives 
of climate-affected people, 
she added. 

Tasnuva Zaman, 
gender focal point at FAO 
Bangladesh, said women 
make up 58 percent of 
the agricultural workforce 
in Bangladesh, but their 
participation in climate 
investment and decision-
making remains low. 

She said women hold 
sole or joint ownership 
of only 12 to 13 percent of 
land. As a result, they are 
often not recognised as 
farmers, which prevents 
them from accessing credit, 
insurance, and climate-
smart technologies.

Sohanur Rahman, 
executive coordinator 

of YouthNet Global, said 
climate finance must move 
beyond documentation 
and reach the social 
protection mechanisms of 
marginalised communities. 

He emphasised the need 
for a just transition that 
addresses unpaid care work 
and actively engages men 
and boys in the process.

Presenting the keynote, 
Sumaiya Siddiqui, 
gender analyst at UNDP 
Bangladesh, said while 12 
out of 13 major climate 
projects carry a gender tag 
at the approval stage, only 
one Ministry of Women and 
Children Affairs-led project 
is fully gender-responsive 
by design, rendering the 
impact of a Tk 6,412 crore 
allocation largely invisible.

She also pointed out 
that despite a Tk 10,533 
crore allocation for water 
resources and a plan to 
create 3.5 lakh green jobs 
in the FY 2026-27 budget, 
a dedicated gender lens is 
absent from these targets.

She proposed a shared 
monitoring system where 
the Ministry of Women 
and Children Affairs acts 
as custodian alongside 
other ministries to 
improve coordination and 
accountability.

Climate expert Dr Ainun 
Nishat, adviser at the Centre 
for Climate Change and 
Environment Research at 
BRAC University, said gender 
and climate strategies are 
well designed on paper but 
poorly implemented. 

He criticised the 
tendency to reduce 
gender mainstreaming to 
mere representation in 
committees, stressing that 
the real challenge lies in 
translating national plans 
into measurable action on 
the ground.

“The time has come for 
the government to stop 
rhetorical commitments 
and bring policy plans 
down from documents into 
field-level implementation,” 

he said.
Md Abdul Hye Al 

Mahmud, national project 
director (additional 
secretary) of the Gender 
Responsive Coastal 
Adaptation (GCA) project, 
said empowering women 
drives broader national 
development and called for 
sustained policy support and 
stronger implementation.

Sarder M Asaduzzaman, 
assistant resident 
representative of UNDP 
Bangladesh, said the GCA 
project is a useful learning 
initiative, but its impact 
depends on government 
ownership and scaling.

Sharmin Islam, gender 
team leader, UNDP 
Bangladesh; Foyzun Nahar, 
programme policy officer, 
World Food Programme; 
Farhana Hafiz, gender 
expert, UN Women; Shakila 
Sattar, founder of The 
Earth; and Samira Yasmin, 
project manager, Asia 
Foundation, also spoke.

The event was moderated 
by Tanjim Ferdous, head of 
strategic partnership at 
The Daily Star.

Relocating bus terminals
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Under the government’s 
recent decision, the 
Fulbaria-Gulistan Terminal 
will be shifted to Keraniganj, 
the Mohakhali Terminal 
will be moved temporarily 
to Purbachal and later 
near Tongi, the Gabtoli 
Terminal will be relocated 
to Hemayetpur, and the 
S a y e d a b a d - J a t r a b a r i 
Terminal will be shifted to 
Kanchpur.

IPD said Dhaka’s traffic 
congestion should not be 
attributed solely to the 
existing bus terminals. 
Instead, authorities should 
address broader transport-
related problems, including 
passengers boarding and 
alighting on main roads, 
illegal parking, and extortion 
around terminal areas.

“If the terminals are 
moved 15 to 20 kilometres 
away from the city centre 
without addressing these 
issues first, travel costs, 
safety concerns, pressure 
on connecting roads and 
overall public suffering will 
increase significantly,” said 
Professor Adil Mohammed 
Khan, executive director of 
IPD, in the statement.

The organisation 
identified several concerns 
regarding the proposed 
relocation, including a lack 
of feeder services and last-
mile connectivity, higher 
travel costs and longer 
commuting times, increased 
congestion at city entry 
points, additional pressure 
on Dhaka’s public transport 
system, and greater safety 
risks for women, children, 

elderly passengers, and 
other vulnerable groups.

IPD urged the government 
to reconsider the relocation 
plan and instead focus on 
improving management 
and operational efficiency at 
the existing terminals while 
strengthening Dhaka’s 
overall transport network.

NBR order may limit
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“Energy Sector in the 
National Budget: Civil 
Society Perspectives” 
at a city restaurant, 
organised by CLEAN and 
the Bangladesh Working 
Group on Ecology and 
Development, with 
support from Bangladesh 
Environmental Lawyers 
Association (BELA), Ethical 
Trading Initiative (ETI) 
Bangladesh, and Manusher 
Jonno Foundation (MJF).

The organisations said 
the SRO exempts solar 
panels, inverters, and 
batteries from duties and 
taxes until June 2031 but 
extends similar benefits 
for other key equipment 
-- including mounting 
structures, controllers, 
DC cables, and battery 
energy storage system 
components -- only until 
June 2028.

They argued that 
the shorter exemption 
period could discourage 
investment and slow the 
expansion of solar power 
projects.

The groups also 
questioned how the SRO 
was issued before the 
finance minister formally 
announced the tax 
exemptions in the budget 
speech on June 11.

While welcoming the 
removal of import duties, 
VAT, and advance income 
tax (AIT) on renewable 
energy equipment, 
particularly solar 
technologies, they said 
the restrictive conditions 
could prevent ordinary 
consumers from benefiting 
from the incentives.

The tax exemptions 
could reduce rooftop solar 
installation costs by 30 to 
37 percent, making clean 

energy more affordable and 
helping Bangladesh achieve 
its target of installing 
10,000 megawatts of solar 
power by 2030, they also 
said.

The speakers welcomed 
reduced duties, taxes, 
and registration fees on 
electric vehicles, saying the 
measure could help cut 
fossil-fuel consumption in 
the transport sector.

They, however, pointed 
to what they described 
as contradictory policy 
signals in the budget.

Although the finance 
minister identified liquefied 
natural gas (LNG) imports 
as a growing economic 
burden, tax exemptions 
on LNG imports remain 
in place, they said. The 
budget also continues 
incentives for coal imports 
and supports refinery 
expansion and other fossil-
fuel infrastructure projects.

According to the 
organisations, only Tk 
379.24 crore -- about 2.2 
percent of the Tk 17,193 
crore allocated for the 
power and energy sector 
-- has been earmarked for 
renewable energy in the 
FY2026-27 budget.

Research presented 
at the event estimated 
that Bangladesh would 
need at least Tk 21,750 
crore annually to meet 
its renewable energy 
targets by 2030, including 
a minimum public 
investment of Tk 6,750 
crore each year.

Syeda Rizwana Hasan of 
BELA said renewable energy 
targets must be backed 
by adequate funding and 
effective implementation.

Monowar Mostofa, 
networking adviser to 
CLEAN, also spoke. 

HC questions
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following a writ petition 
filed by Rubaya Monzur 
challenging the 
constitutional legality of 
Section 50(5) of the Cyber 
Safety Act, 2026.

Petitioner’s lawyer 
Abdullah Al Noman said that 
the provision has mandated 
indiscriminate cancellation, 
blanket dismissal, 
abatement, withdrawal and 
permanent termination of 
legal procedure for pending 
and under-investigation 
criminal cases relating to 
cyber sexual harassment, 
online gender-based 
violence, impersonation, 
stalking and harassment 
against women filed under 
different sections of the 
Digital Security Act and the 
Cyber Security Act.

Ongoing drain construction has left a road in Shyampur’s Uttar Jurain area 
muddy and difficult to use, causing suffering to residents and pedestrians. 
Makeshift bamboo walkways have been placed over the open drain so people 
can access nearby shops and houses. PHOTO: PALASH KHAN


