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Al is already being wused in
Bangladeshi newsrooms, mainly for
translation, content creation, data
processing, and audience
engagement. With this growing use
comes important gaps, especially in
editorial supervision and ethical
oversight, which can affect the
quality and reliability of information
reaching readers. Findings from
recent assessments show that many
journalists use Al tools regularly,
often relying on free platforms, yet
face challenges due to limited
knowledge and training. Morcover,
awareness at the institutional level
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use of Al in news
media, strengthen

Ethical journalism is not only about

meaningful change. If leading media
organisations take the initiative and
set clear ethical standards for Al

guarantee that such disclosures do
not inadvertently undermine trust.
Therefore, media houses must

adopting Al is often perceived as
high, many tools can actually be
implemented at relatively low expense

demands a multi-stakeholder
coalition. A plural digital ecosystem
is essential, bringing together civil
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help journalists master Al tools, including advanced techniques
like prompting, to mitigate bias and errors.

»» Maintain strong human verification at every stage of
production, ensuring accuracy and preserving human judgment.

»» Giving disclosures about the use of Al-assisted content
orimages to the audience to build public trust and maintain
journalistic integrity.

»» Build a national coalition involving media, academia, civil

coordinated and long-term effort can
gradually build a more ethical and
capable media environment.

narrative formats. To remain relevant,
news organisations need to shift
toward a reader-centric model by
restructuring content into scannable
summaries, audio formats, and
structured FAQs. This approach is
essential in an evolving digital
landscape where traditional SEO is
being replaced by answer-based
search systems. However, financial

this transition; yet the focus must
remain on constructive adaptation.
Establishing internal ethical
guidelines and leveraging agentic
tools are necessary. Ultimately,
embracing Al is not about replacing
staff, but about enhancing efficiency

The rise of Al has transformed the
academic and media landscape. With
the help of Al, generating research
and content overnight has become
much easier. Since it is an era of Al,
there is no other way than embracing
it. Thus, the focus must shift from
resisting technology (o mastering
it. However, awareness should be
raised about the significant risks

era, where Al-generated videos are
increasingly difficult to debunk,
maintaining ethical standards is
more important than ever. Ethical
journalism requires a commitment
to maintaining transparency through
disclosure, regardless of potential

Journalism, University

of Dhaka
In Bangladesh’s media, context often
matters more than content, shaped
by both political and technological
realities. Newsrooms here are mostly
structured into print, online, and
multimedia wings and some online
sections rely heavily on fast content
sharing instead of original reporting.

Moreover, Al brings opportunities
but also challenges, especially due
to ideological bias in datasets, which
can lead to various inaccuracies.
Alongside this, limited awareness
about advanced tools remains a
barrier. However, regulation should be

discussions with the government
through multi-stakeholder dialogue.
Global ethical frameworks on Al
provide useful guidance, but they
should be adapted to local values
and diverse social realities. Moreover,
capacity gaps remain a major
concern, both in producing content
and in helping audiences understand
it. Al literacy is essential, not only for

society, and the state to develop inclusive digital governance constraints  and  technological of  sophisticated  disinformation . . lists 180 for th lie. Al
frameworks and address transhoundary digital harms shortcomings can pose challenges to  that Al produces. In a posttruth A$ a result, speed sometimes JOUratsts but also for the public.
’ takes priority over authenticity. offers clear benefits, such as faster

research and automation, but it must
always support reliable information.
Hence, strong ethical guidelines,
continuous learning, and adaptable
policies are necessary to respond to
rapid technological change.

and relevance in an increasingly aucvilence. loss. Whll-e,- pesTooms approached carefully, as journalism KAMAL AHMED
ANANYA . .. develop internal policies, there is ’ . .
competitive digital ecosystem . already depends on accuracy, balance Consulting Editor
RAIHAN . : an urgent need to improve the Al ydep accuracy, CC, o,
; : ; ; and clarity. Verification remains The Daily Star
Chairperson TANIM AHMED literacy of both journalists and the clarity. Lior : (Moderator of th
iSoci . . ¥ i AN essential, particularly in fast-moving oderator ol the
iSocial Digital Editor general public. Mastering the art of ™™ herel Session)
\ j The Daily Star prompting is crucial to minimising A Situations. _ There ore, ,-al strf)nge¥
bias and hallucinations. By investing understandmg, responsible use o
. - in these skills, the media can ensure technology, and  gradual capacily Al use in Bangladesh’s media is
Clear  newsroom  policies and that human intelligence continues building can support a more effective gl limited and often lacks clear

regular training are essential for the

to guide and verify the outputs of

media future.

guidelines,  which  can  create

responsible use of Al in journalism, g Jong as journalistic ethics are  artificial tools. HASIBUR confusion. Some instances of the
and these can be developed practised by the news media, the RAHMAN misuse of Al show the risks clearly,
individually or 1hr0ugh coordlnal.cd process of content production and MALIHA Executive though major incidents have not
efforts. At the same time, along with quality assurance remain structured, TABASSUM Director yet been widely reported. Therefore,

generative Al, attention must be
expanded towards the use of agentic
Al, since it can pose greater risks

credible, and reliable automatically.
Thus, a separate ethical guideline for
the use of Al is unnecessary; instead,
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strong  self-regulation within the
media is essential, as reliance on
external control may increase if

in spreading propaganda. Al tools o . : i ; ; i

b I;d % prop. gd | existing codes of ethics must govern Journalism ) ) fvest ¢ decisions have bec internal standards remain weak.
shou not be lre?‘lle aS.nequ.a , dS all technological applications. Bangladesh Umversnty nvestmen ecC1s10ns ave become At the same time, Al tools are not
they may carry 1deolog1c;g.11 biases. Consequently, regulation  should of Professionals more complex, as technology Changes always accurate or updated, which
Therefore, careful selection and ) > ) quickly and long-term planning

critical use are necessary o avoid
conflicts with editorial values.
Accountability also remains a central
point, and this can be strengthened
through transparent correction
policies and maintaining logs of Al
use. Furthermore, policies should
clearly define both acceptable and
restricted uses. Broader efforts should

focus on the final output, ensuring
accuracy and legality rather than the
specific tools used during production.
Maintaining a human touch is
essential, as content should never feel
purely “Al-generated” or mechanical.
Moving forward, greater research
should be done to reach the optimum
capacity of these tools. By prioritising

The journey toward responsible Al
integration must begin with a strong
emphasis on ethics. Moral education
should be instilled at every level, from
schools to universities, to ensure that
professionals in all fields uphold high
standards of integrity. Since sell-
regulation alone may not suflice,
formalising these ethics into clear
regulatory frameworks is essential for

carries uncertainty. Moreover,
finding the right expertise remains a
challenge. Many technology specialists
lack newsroom understanding, which
limits their effectiveness. Therefore,
experts with both technical and
newsroom knowledge are essential.
On ethics, stronger self-regulation
and updated guidelines are needed,

makes human oversight necessary
at  every stage. Transparency
about Al use is also important to
maintain trust. Moreover, the media
landscape has already shifted to a
multimedia environment, where
Al use 1is wunavoidable. However,
without clear ethical practices and
editorial discipline, the risks of
misinformation and bias cannot

be taken to address misinformation human oversight and transparent (he current era. Alongside moral including clear sections on Al be eliminated. So, setting shared
spreading outside traditional media disclosure of Al-assisted content, grounding, there is a pressing need Finally, sharing good practices across — standards, strengthening ethics, and
platforms in a balanced and effective newsrooms can  ensure that for deeper Al literacy. Understanding newsrooms can  build  collective ensuring responsible use of Al can

way, while mainstream media can
strengthen internal practices.

technology enhances rather than
diminishes the quality of reporting.

the “black box” of how Al models
process data is crucial for informed

progress, while open discussion of
challenges can help the industry move

help reduce confusion and support a
more credible media system.



