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Abul Barkat 
gets bail in 
murder case
FROM PAGE 3

of 45-year-old trader 
Abdul Wadud, following 
an application from the 
Detective Branch of Dhaka 
Metropolitan Police.

Barkat, former president 
of the Bangladesh 
Economic Association 
and also a faculty member 
of Dhaka University, has 
been in jail since a day 
after he was arrested on 
July 10 last year by the DB 
in a corruption case filed 
by the Anti-Corruption 
Commission over alleged 
embezzlement of Tk 297 
crore through AnonTex 
Group.

The High Court granted 
him bail in the case on 
May 11 this year. The SC 
on May 21 upheld the bail 
order.

Ad-Din
FROM PAGE 3

“We cannot allow people to 
carelessly cause the deaths 
of six babies and then sleep 
peacefully while pointing 
fingers at the authorities,” he 
said at a programme at Holy 
Family Red Crescent Medical 
College in the capital.

Six newborns, aged 
between one and four days, 
died within a few hours on 
the morning of May 27. On 
June 11, the DGHS cancelled 
the hospital’s licence after 
an investigation found 
negligence by hospital 
authorities, nurses and 
staff, as well as the absence 
of an on-duty physician.

ACC moves to 
bring back
FROM PAGE 3

The home ministry will 
forward the letter to the 
foreign ministry, which 
will then send it to the 
UAE government through 
diplomatic channels.

According to 
ACC sources, two 
representatives from the 
National Central Bureau 
Dhaka visited the ACC 
headquarters yesterday 
to advance the legal and 
diplomatic process of 
bringing Benazir back. 

They held discussions 
with ACC officials 
regarding ongoing cases, 
arrest warrants, court 
orders, and other necessary 
documents.

ACC officials confirmed 
that information and 
evidence related to 
corruption and illicit 
wealth cases, along with 
court orders and other 
required documents, have 
been handed over to the 
NCB.

Jubo Dal 
leader
FROM PAGE 4

He, however, denied 
that Masud was a Rab 
informant.

Hafizur said one of Rab’s 
patrol vehicles had been in 
the area and the attackers 
struck after it left. One 
suspect had been arrested, 
and efforts were underway 
to arrest the others, he 
added.

A local businessman, 
wishing anonymity, said, 
“Fazlul Haque alias Fazal 
Haque, one of Raozan’s 
top criminals, returned 
from abroad after the 
August 5 changeover. He 
controls a large share of 
the local sand trade, soil 
excavation business and 
extortion, and had a feud 
with Masud over the sand 
business.”

A senior Chattogram 
district police officer, 
wishing anonymity, said 
Masud controlled the 
Betagi sand quarry and 
had recently fallen out 
with Fazal, though both 
were previously aligned 
politically.

“A large amount 
of extortion money is 
collected monthly from 
the Raozan-Rangunia 
sand quarries on behalf of 
fugitive criminal Sajjad Ali, 
also known as ‘Boro Sajjad’, 
who is currently abroad,” 
he added.

The officer further said, 
“CCTV footage shows 
armed members of Sajjad’s 
group opening fire. Police 
are now investigating 
whether the murder 
resulted from Masud’s 
conflict with Sajjad or with 
someone else.”

C h a t t o g r a m 
Superintendent of Police 
Masud Alam said, “All those 
involved are identified local 
criminals. They have earlier 
been arrested multiple 
times and face numerous 
cases, including a murder 
charge.”

‘OC ordered constables 
to fire at us’
FROM PAGE 3

Hospital in Jashore, Israfil 
appeared before the 
tribunal on crutches. The 
tribunal allowed him to sit 
during his testimony.

He told the court 
that after the shooting, 
police rubbed dust into 
their wounds. The injury 
later became severely 
infected, forcing doctors to 
amputate his left leg above 
the knee.

Israfil said they were 
first taken to Chowgachha 
Upazila Health Complex 
and later to Jashore Sadar 
Hospital. He alleged that 
they remained there for 
two days without proper 
treatment before being 
transferred to Pangu 
Hospital in Dhaka, where 
he was amputated.

Eight former police 
officials have been 
accused in the case, 
including former Jashore 
superintendent of police 
Anisur Rahman, former 
Chowgachha Police Station 
OC Mashiur Rahman, 

former SIs Mokhles 
and Akikul Islam, ASIs 
Sirajul and Majedul, 
and constables Sajjadur 
Rahman and Zahurul 
Haque. Three accused are 
in custody, while the others 
remain absconding.

Israfil told the 
tribunal that he was 
then the secretary of the 
Chowgachha upazila unit 
of Shibir and was involved 
in anti-government 
political activities.

He alleged that after 
the Awami League 
came to power in 2009, 
opposition activists were 
routinely subjected to 
enforced disappearances, 
extrajudicial killings, and 
shootings intended to 
leave them permanently 
disabled.

He said he and Ruhul 
were picked up on August 
3, 2016, while returning 
on a motorcycle and were 
taken to Chowgachha 
Police Station, where they 
were tortured for hours.

According to his 

testimony, police beat them 
and demanded information 
about opposition activists, 
threatening to kill them.

The following day, after 
they were taken to the 
Detective Branch office 
in Jashore, a DB member 
allegedly told them they 
would be killed in a 
“crossfire” that night.

Israfil said he and Ruhul 
remained in police custody 
for about one and a half 
months before being sent 
to jail in two Arms Act 
cases. They were later 
released on bail after 33 
days in jail.

Israfil urged the tribunal 
to punish those responsible 
for the shooting.

Children climb a mooring rope of a cargo vessel anchored on the Kirtankhola 
river near Muktijoddha Park in Barishal city, turning it into a playful escape from 
the summer heat. PHOTO: TITU DAS
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Referendum must
FROM PAGE 3

they will either pass or be 
rejected. Committees are 
required only for reform,” 
he added.

He pledged a more 
assertive role of the 
opposition at the 
parliament, stating, “We 
will neither be a tamed 
opposition, nor will we act 
in ways that undermine 
public interest. If our logical 
proposals are dismissed, 
we may walk out, but not 
permanently.”

“We are not here to 
praise anyone. We are here 
to speak for the people.”

He also said they had 
proposed a parliamentary 
taskforce on expatriate 
workers, but the 
government had yet to 
respond.

Regarding border push-
ins, he said, “Such sensitive 
issues must be discussed 
for the sake of sovereignty.”

Deputy Opposition 
Leader Syed Abdullah 
Mohammed Taher, 
Opposition Chief Whip 
Nahid Islam, Whip Rafiqul 
Islam Khan and Jamaat 
Secretary General Mia 
Golam Porwar, were 
present among others.


