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Heavy excavators mounted on barges are lifting soil and sand from the Turag river in the Ramchandrapur area of Dhaka. Local 
influentials are reportedly extracting sand illegally from the riverbed to sell to brick kilns, contributing to significant environmental 
degradation and riverbank erosion. The photo was taken yesterday morning. PHOTO: RASHED SHUMON 

Jamaat seeks 
clarification 
on new Indian 
envoy’s remark
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Jamaat-e-Islami Ameer and 
Leader of the Opposition 
Shafiqur Rahman has 
urged the government to 
seek clarification from 
newly appointed Indian 
High Commissioner Dinesh 
Trivedi over his reported 
remark about “India and 
Bangladesh becoming one”.

In a post shared on his 
verified Facebook page at 
12:06pm yesterday, Shafiqur 
said the envoy’s comment 
had come to his attention 
following his arrival in 
Bangladesh.

“We believe our 
government should seek 
clarification from him 
regarding what he meant 
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Won’t give govt 
‘much time’
Says Jamaat chief over 
implementation of the  

July charter

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

Jamaat-e-Islami Ameer Shafiqur 
Rahman yesterday warned that 
the opposition alliance would not 
give the government much time 
to implement the public mandate 
delivered through the July charter 
referendum.

Addressing a rally organised 
by the 11-party alliance at Laldighi 
Maidan in Chattogram, Shafiqur, also leader of the 
opposition in parliament, said the government was 
constitutionally bound to honour the referendum verdict.

“A government that rejects the public mandate ceases 
to be a government of the people,” he added.

Shafiqur acknowledged that the BNP government 
came to power securing 51 percent of the vote, but said it 
was “equally undeniable that 71 percent of the population 
voted in favour of implementing the July charter in the 
referendum.”
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Rape victim 
arrested in 
trafficking 
case
2 held in rape case, 
one confesses

OUR CORRESPONDENT, 
Bogura

A rape victim was arrested 
in a human trafficking 
case on Wednesday and 
is undergoing treatment 
under police custody in 
Bogura.

According to the 
human trafficking case 
statement, the 21-year-old 
woman, Anjum* (not her 
real name), who is both 
the rape victim and an 
accused in the trafficking 
case, had been acquainted 
with a woman, Rima* (not 
her real name), for around 
eight months.
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‘Ad-din followed 
me around with 
crores of taka’

Says health minister;  
hospital denies claim

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Health and Family Welfare Minister Sardar Md Sakhawat 
Husain yesterday alleged that the authorities of Ad-din 
Medical College Hospital had attempted to bribe him.

“[People from] Ad-din hospital followed me around 
with crores of taka… I was not tempted. The prime 
minister told me, ‘Whatever action you take, you will have 
my full support.’ I have therefore cancelled the hospital’s 
licence.”

Speaking at a financial aid distribution programme in 
the upazila parishad auditorium of Narsingdi’s Monohardi 
upazila, he also criticised leaders of Jamaat-e-Islami for 
speaking in support of the hospital.

“Jamaat leaders claim that injustice has been done [by 
cancelling the licence]. This hospital deceives people with 
low charges …. They are responsible for the deaths of six 
babies, yet Jamaat is now speaking in their defence.
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Interim US-Iran deal 
will be signed today

Says Trump; Iran questions timing; reports say both sides 
agree on text for a framework of peace pact

REUTERS, Dubai, Washington

US President Donald Trump and 
mediator Pakistan yesterday said 
an initial deal to end the war in 
the Middle East would be signed 
today, although Iran denied the 
signing would take place so soon.

Pakistani Prime Minister 
Shehbaz Sharif said the two sides 
had agreed on a framework for a 
peace deal and that Islamabad 

was preparing for an electronic 
signing today, to be followed by 
technical-level talks next week.

“The Deal is scheduled to 
get signed tomorrow, and 
immediately after it is signed, the 
Hormuz Strait is OPEN TO ALL,” 
Trump said in a post on his Truth 
Social platform yesterday.

Earlier, Iranian Foreign 
Ministry spokesperson Esmaeil 
Baghaei cautioned against 

commenting on the timing of the 
signing.

“We will have to wait and 
see about the exact date of the 
signing of the memorandum of 
understanding, although it will 
not be tomorrow,” state media 
quoted Baghaei as saying.

“The possibility of this 
happening in the coming days 
cannot be ruled out. However, 

Nuclear talks will be 
held later, with Iran 

abandoning nuke 
ambition

Initial deal will 
reopen Hormuz; Iran 

says it will charge 
for services

Israel says it won’t 
be party to deal, 
insists Lebanon 
separate issue

US to release 
billions of dollars 
in frozen assets, 
waive sanctions 

SEE PAGE 9 COL 6

Wider reforms 
key to media 
commission’s 
success
Speakers say at  
MRDI discussion

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

An independent media commission 
may help restore trust in Bangladesh’s 
media sector, but broader reforms to 
ensure transparency, accountability 
and journalist protection will be 
crucial to its success, speakers said 
yesterday.

At a discussion titled “Media 
Commission: Expectations from the 
Government” at The Daily Star Centre 
in the capital, they warned that the 
proposed commission must not 
become another dormant body, as 
the sector continues to grapple with 
weak regulation, opaque ownership 
structures, flawed circulation and TRP 
measurement systems, misinformation 
and poor wage practices.
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