
NEWS
Intern doctors halt
FROM PAGE 3

The intern and 
postgraduate doctors 
continued their 
demonstration for the 
second day yesterday to 
press home their seven-
point demand.

According to decisions 
reached at the meeting, 
all private postgraduate 
trainees who pass FCPS 
Part-I or MD/MS Phase-I 
examinations will be 
entitled to receive stipends, 
which will be paid on a 
monthly basis.

The government also 
agreed in principle to 
increase the stipends 
currently provided to 
intern and postgraduate 
doctors in line with the 
implementation strategy of 

the new national pay scale.
The meeting further 

decided that effective 
steps would be taken to 
formulate the proposed 
Health Protection Act in 
consultation with relevant 
stakeholders and by 
following due process.

Officials also agreed 
to recommend to the 
appropriate authorities 
that the age limit for entry 
into the BCS health cadre 
be reconsidered.

In addition, examination 
fees charged by the 
Bangladesh College of 
Physicians and Surgeons 
and Bangladesh Medical 
University will be reviewed 
and set at a reasonable level, 
with necessary support 
from the health ministry.  

$17.5b may be lost
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launched a series of trade 
and market diversification 
initiatives to address the 
challenges of the country’s 
transition to developing 
nation status.

To address the situation, 
he said an Economic 
Partnership Agreement 
(EPA) has already been 
signed with Japan, while 
discussions are ongoing on 
a Comprehensive Economic 
Partnership Agreement 
(CEPA) with South Korea. 

The government has 
also taken initiatives to 
conclude EPA, CEPA or 
FTA agreements with 
other potential partners, 
including the European 
Union, RCEP countries, the 
UAE, Singapore, Indonesia 
and China, he added.

Responding to another 
query from lawmaker Jasim 
Uddin, the minister said 
Bangladesh’s overall trade 
deficit stood at US $24.16 
billion in the 2024-25 fiscal 

year. “The trade deficit in the 
country has increased as a 
result of the wrong policies 
of the previous government,” 
he said.

“In addition, the global 
energy crisis, price increases 
due to the Russia-Ukraine 
war, the dollar crisis and 
the international market 
situation have also played 
an important role in the 
increase in the trade deficit. 
The deficit has grown due to 
high import costs of energy, 
food and industrial raw 
materials, compounded by 
the slow growth of exports.” 

The minister outlined 
a range of measures the 
government has undertaken 
to reduce the deficit by 
boosting export earnings 
and diversifying both 
products and markets. He 
noted that while Bangladesh 
exported goods to 101 
countries and regions in 
2024-25, RMG sector still 
accounted for 84 percent of 
export earnings. 

Country’s law
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be present today [yesterday], 
but his chair is empty. What 
can I do? I must speak in his 
absence.”

Speaking under Rule 71 on 
urgent public importance, 
Rumeen said in March and 
April alone, Bangladesh 
recorded 605 murders, 294 
muggings, 90 robberies, and 
196 abductions. She also said 
police were attacked in 129 
incidents, while 2,214 theft 
cases were reported.

On women and children’s 
safety, she cited 3,496 cases 
of abuse during the period, 

including 78–102 rapes, 30–
36 gang rapes, and 49–71 
child rapes. 

“These figures clearly 
show how fragile and 
alarming the law and order 
situation has become in 
just three months,” she 
said.

Rumeen argued that 
the government’s success 
or failure depends largely 
on the economy and law 
and order. “Had the home 
minister been present, it 
would have been easier to 
spell out his failures,” she 
added.

Efforts on
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management and lending 
operations.

Rahman also outlined 
Bangladesh Bank’s vision 
for a fully integrated digital 
financial ecosystem.

Key initiatives include 
the introduction of digital 
nano-loans, artificial 
intelligence-based credit 
assessment systems and the 
licensing of credit bureaus 
to improve access to finance 
and to manage risks. 

He said the concept 
of “One Citizen, One 
Identity, One Wallet” 
would play a central role in 
accelerating the country’s 
digital transformation 
and expanding financial 
inclusion.

Addressing foreign 
exchange facilities for 
medical treatment 
abroad, the governor 
said Bangladesh Bank 
is providing expedited 
approvals for foreign 
currency requirements 
exceeding existing limits, 
subject to applications 
submitted through the 
concerned banks.

He further said that the 
interest rate on funds used 
for bill discounting under 
the Usance Payable at Sight 

facility has been reduced, 
a move expected to lower 
import costs and help ease 
prices in the domestic 
market.

The governor also 
updated editors on 
the progress of the 
government’s bank 
consolidation programme 
involving financially 
weak institutions. He said 
several administrative 
and management-level 
reforms have already been 
implemented.

The restructuring 
process is expected to 
gather pace once the banks’ 
Core Banking Systems are 
upgraded and integrated.

Among those attending 
the meeting were Editors’ 
Council President Nurul 
Kabir, editor of New Age; 
General Secretary Dewan 
Hanif Mahmud, editor 
of Bonik Barta; Shamsul 
Huq Zahid, editor of the 
Financial Express; Matiur 
Rahman Chowdhury, editor 
of Manabzamin; Matiur 
Rahman, editor of Prothom 
Alo; AMM Bahauddin, 
editor of Daily Inqilab; 
Shahed Mohammad Ali, 
editor of the Daily Samakal; 
and Mustafa Mamun, editor 
of Agamir Somoy.

4 new books in revised
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be both a subject and a 
value-based approach to 
help students grow as good 
citizens. Teacher training 
and teaching methods 
will also be included in the 
course, he added.

Milon also announced 
that the results of this 
year’s Secondary School 
Certificate and equivalent 
examinations would be 
published on July 20.

The results are usually 
published within 60 days 
of the end of written tests. 
The announcement is in line 
with that practice.

The exams began on 
April 21. Written tests under 
the general education 
boards ended on May 20, 
while Dakhil and vocational 
written tests ended on May 

24.
A total of 18.57 lakh 

students registered for this 
year’s SSC and equivalent 
examinations, including 
14.18 lakh for SSC, 3.04 lakh 
for Dakhil, and 1.34 lakh for 
vocational exams.

Meanwhile, State 
Minister for Primary and 
Mass Education Bobby 
Hajjaj yesterday said the 
government will begin 
distributing free uniforms, 
shoes, socks, and jute bags 
among more than 3.5 lakh 
students from over 25,000 
government primary schools 
through a pilot project in 
July-August in phases.

At least one lakh students 
will be covered in the first 
phase, Bobby told reporters 
after a meeting at the 
Ministry of Textiles and Jute.

15.8 lakh unintended
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Sabina Parveen, director 
of the DGFP’s MIS and 
Planning Unit, said 
procurement was previously 
handled under the 
development budget instead 
of the revenue budget, 
creating complications after 
the transition following the 
Fourth Sector Programme.

She said Bangladesh 
maintained a “zero stock-
out” status between 2015 
and 2020, but the situation 
worsened during the 
pandemic and further 
declined due to reduced 
foreign assistance.

Mohammed Abul Kalam, 
director of the DGFP 
Logistics and Supply Unit, 
said shortages of condoms 
and oral contraceptive 
pills began in June 2023 at 
regional warehouses and 
upazila stores.

“We did not receive the 
necessary support from the 
then ministry for emergency 
procurement through the 
revenue budget, which 
ultimately resulted in the 
nationwide total stock-out 
in January 2024,” he said.

Dr Nasir Ahmed, 
director of Maternal and 
Child Health Services, 
blamed earlier policy 
decisions, saying the then 
secretary had suspended 
procurement after 
identifying irregularities 
during an inspection.

“ S u b s e q u e n t l y , 
negligence during 
the transition period 
surrounding the July 
uprising and prolonged 
delays in decision-making 
meant no field-level 
procurement could be 
operationalised. Once the 
system is empty, it cannot be 
restored overnight,” he said.

Dr Mohammad Manjur 
Hossain, assistant director 
(Maternal and Child Health 
Unit) at the DGFP, said 
that even if contraceptive 
supplies arrive within the 
next two to three months, 
their limited manpower 
would make distribution 
difficult at the grassroots 
level.

“Although our records 
show a workforce of 54,286, 
more than 50 percent of 
frontline posts are currently 
vacant, particularly Family 
Welfare Visitors,” he said.

He added that the 
decline in permanent 
contraceptive methods, 
including tubectomy and 
vasectomy, was linked to the 
retirement of experienced 
doctors recruited in 1991, 
while newer recruits had not 
received adequate training.

Prof Mohammad Mainul 
Islam, dean of the Faculty 
of Social Sciences at Dhaka 
University, warned that the 
combined rise in fertility 
rate and shortages in family 
planning commodities 
could undermine 
Bangladesh’s demographic 
dividend.

“Since independence, the 
total fertility rate has never 

increased in this way,” he 
said. “Research suggests 
that more than half of the 
Sustainable Development 
Goals may remain 
unattainable by 2030 if 
the current rates of child 
marriage and unintended 
pregnancy continue.”

Dr Zahirul Islam, 
health adviser at Swedish 
International Development 
Cooperation Agency, 
said policy failures and 
administrative delays 
under the previous interim 
administration had severely 
disrupted the primary 
healthcare system. “For 
almost a year, the health 
system had virtually 
collapsed.”

Dr Abu Sayed Mohammad 
Hasan, SRHR specialist 
at UNFPA Bangladesh, 
called for urgent reforms in 
procurement.

“An annual contraceptive 
procurement budget of 
Tk 517 crore is not an 
unmanageable amount 
for the government. The 
process must be shortened, 
immediate action must be 
taken, and there is no longer 
any scope for silence,” he 
said.

Dr SM Ziauddin 
Hyder, special assistant to 
prime minister, said the 
government plans a major 
shift in the healthcare 
system.

He said the country would 
move away from a treatment-
centred and product-driven 
model towards a preventive 
and promotive healthcare 
system, supported by the 
recruitment of 1,00,000 
grassroots health workers.

Under the proposed 
model, a health worker 
would visit every household 
in the country once every 
two months, delivering a 
comprehensive package of 
preventive and promotive 
healthcare.

Dr Hyder added that 
procurement obstacles 
had now been resolved and 
supplies were expected 
to arrive shortly, though 
improving health outcomes 
would require addressing 
broader social factors such 
as child marriage and high 
fertility in marginalised 
communities.

Kamal Ahmed, acting 
editor of The Daily Star; 
Rahat Ara Nur, programme 
director, IPAS Bangladesh; 
Dr Nurul Islam Khan, 
programme officer, WHO; 
and Barrister Sara Hossain 
also spoke, among others. 

The event was moderated 
by Tanjim Ferdous, head of 
strategic partnership at The 
Daily Star.
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