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Mango: more than just a fruit
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works of Kalidasa, mediaeval 
literary works from Bengal, 
and later in the writings of 
Rabindranath Tagore and 
Jasimuddin.

Few fruits have occupied 
such a significant place in 
literature, public memory, 
and everyday culture, 
Mahbub said.

He also criticised the 
practice of harvesting 
immature mangoes and 
sending them to urban 
markets before their 
natural harvesting time.

The seasonal gap 
between mangoes from 
Satkhira and Rajshahi is 
much shorter than many 
traders claim, he said.

Some traders market 
early varieties before 
they mature, depriving 
consumers of the fruit’s 
natural taste and aroma, 

Mahbub added. 
He urged consumers 

to follow a variety-wise 
mango calendar and avoid 
buying mangoes before 
their proper season.

Fruit specialist Md 
Mehedi Masud said 
mango ripening should 
be understood through 
science rather than fear.

Ethylene is naturally 
produced inside mature 
fruits and helps them ripen, 
he said. Ripening mature 
mangoes in chambers using 
controlled ethylene does 
not harm health, he added.

However, calcium 
carbide, which produces 
acetylene gas, is harmful 
and should not be used, 
Masud said.

He said many mangoes 
had previously been 
destroyed because of 
confusion over formalin.

Small amounts of 
formaldehyde may 
naturally occur in ripe 
fruits, while formalin has no 
practical role in preserving 
mangoes because the fruit 
contains very little protein, 
he said.

Masud said Bangladesh 
produces a large volume 
of mangoes within 
a short season, but 
exports remain far below 
potential compared with 
neighbouring producers.

To meet export standards, 
Bangladesh needs better 
orchard management, 
lot-based treatment, and 
technologies such as vapour 
heat treatment, he said.

SM Kamruzzaman, 
fruit production adviser 
at the agriculture 
ministry, said Bangladesh 
should focus not only on 
increasing seasonal mango 

production but also on 
better timing, late-season 
varieties, processing, and 
export readiness.

Varieties such as 
Katimon, Gourmati, 
Ilamati, and Mayamati 
could extend the mango 
season and help farmers 
earn more, he said.

Kamruzzaman said 
the country should invest 
in solar drying and other 
processing technologies so 
that quality mangoes can 
be preserved, packaged, and 
sold throughout the year.

Bangladesh’s mangoes 
have strong export potential, 
but proper treatment, 
packaging, and compliance 
with standards must be 
ensured first, he added.

The session was 
moderated by The Daily 
Star journalist Emran 
Mahfuz.

Forest Department 
launches clean-up 
drive in Lawachhara
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Moulvibazar

The Forest Department in Moulvibazar launched 
a clean-up drive in Lawachhara National Park in 
Kamalganj upazila yesterday to tackle the rising plastic 
pollution in one of the country’s key protected forests.

Plastic bottles, polythene bags and food wrappers, 
largely discarded by tourists, have been found scattered 
across the forest floor in recent weeks.

Officials said the drive followed a Daily Star report 
highlighting the extent of waste accumulation in the 
park.

Kazi Nazmul Haque, range officer of the Wildlife 
Management and Nature Conservation Division in 
Sreemangal, said manpower shortages worsened 
the situation. “We cleaned Lawachhara again today 
[yesterday]. If tourists remain unaware, maintenance 
becomes increasingly difficult, but we are committed 
to continuing our efforts,” he said.

He added that the 1,250-acre forest is managed 
by only four staff members, with no dedicated 
sanitation workers under the revenue budget, making 
maintenance difficult.

Cut renewable energy
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equipment to a combined 
symbolic 1 percent for the 
next 10 years.

Speakers said Bangladesh 
currently has only 1,679MW 
of installed renewable 
energy capacity, including 
hydropower, against an 
estimated potential of 
nearly 1,32,000MW. They 
said the existing taxes bring 
little fiscal benefit.

While Bangladesh 
currently installs only 
about 300 megawatts of 
solar capacity annually, 
the government earns 
around Tk 333 crore a 
year from taxes on solar 
equipment, they said. This 
is less than 0.05 percent of 
the government’s projected 
revenue collection target 
for FY2026-27, they added.

Speakers proposed 
launching a Tk 25,000 
crore revolving fund under 

Bangladesh Bank for 
renewable energy project 
financing.

Under the proposal, 
commercial banks would 
lend to local entrepreneurs 
at below 5 percent interest 
rates. They also demanded 
direct subsidies of at least 
Tk 25,000 per kilowatt for 
residential rooftop solar 
systems and additional 
support for projects led 
by women and indigenous 
communities.

CLEAN Chief Executive 
Hasan Mehedi said 
continued dependence 
on imported fossil fuels 
would expose the economy 
to higher energy costs 
and external shocks. 
“Renewable energy must be 
prioritised in the upcoming 
budget through tax reform, 
financial incentives and 
strategic policy support,” 
he added.
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