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VENEZUELA OIL

India sees the 
vast reserves as 
‘opportunity’
AFP, New Delhi

India gave a red-carpet welcome to Venezuela’s 
interim President Delcy Rodriguez yesterday, 
as Prime Minister Narendra Modi held talks to 
bolster trade between the oil exporter and his 
energy-hungry nation.

New Delhi’s foreign ministry said that after 
talks between the leaders, India saw Venezuela’s 
vast oil reserves as an “opportunity”, saying it had 
already become a major source of crude.

Rodriguez has led Venezuela, which accounts 
for around 17 percent of global crude reserves, 
since January, when US forces captured former 
socialist president Nicolas Maduro.

She shook hands with Modi outside New Delhi’s 
sprawling Hyderabad House before the talks 
began. Indian Foreign Minister Subrahmanyam 
Jaishankar said talks with Modi would “further 
strengthen our cooperation”.

Rodriguez, speaking after she landed on 
Wednesday, said she expected “very fruitful” 
discussions.

Rodriguez’s visit comes as India -- the world’s 
third-largest oil importer -- ramps up purchases 
of Venezuelan crude to offset supply disruptions 
linked to war in the Middle East.

Musk ‘trying 
to whip up 
division’
UK PM says after 
student’s murder
AFP, London

UK leader Keir Starmer 
yesterday accused US 
tech tycoon Elon Musk of 
“trying to whip up division” 
in Britain following anger 
over the police handling 
of the murder of a white 
student by a Sikh man.

The case of 18-year-old 
Henry Nowak, who was put 
in handcuffs by police as he 
lay mortally wounded after 
being stabbed by Vickrum 
Digwa, 23, in the southern 
city of Southampton in 
December, has become 
highly politicised in the UK.

Digwa lied and told 
police he was the victim 
as Nowak had racially 
insulted him. Far-right 
figures have seized on the 
murder as an example that 
police forces in Britain treat 
white people and ethnic 
minorities differently -- an 
allegation Starmer’s Labour 
government and police 
chiefs vehemently deny.

Musk, the billionaire 
owner of X, has posted 
numerous times on the 
platform about the police 
response to the stabbing.

In one, he asked whether 
people knew that “official 
police policy requires them 
to be racist against Whites?”

Israeli strikes 
kill 9 in Gaza as 
truce talks stall
AFP, Gaza City

Israeli attacks on Gaza killed at least nine people 
yesterday, a spokesman for the civil defence agency in the 
Palestinian territory told AFP.

“At least eight martyrs as a result of Israeli airstrikes 
on Gaza City at dawn,” with seven killed in strikes on 
residential buildings and one in the Al-Shati refugee 
camp to the west of Gaza City, said spokesman Mahmoud 
Bassal.

Al-Shifa Hospital in Gaza City also reported 15 people 
wounded in the strikes, he added.

Despite a truce technically 
in effect since October, 
daily violence has rocked 
the Gaza Strip, over 
half of which is under 
Israeli military control 
in defiance of the 
ceasefire’s terms.

Israel has killed at 
least 936 people since the 
ceasefire began, according 
to Gaza’s health ministry, 
which operates under Hamas 
authority and whose figures are 
considered reliable by the UN.

Both Hamas and Israel accuse each other of violating 
the ceasefire.

The first phase of the truce involved the release of 
the last Israeli hostages held by Hamas in exchange for 
Palestinians detained by Israel.

A transition to the second phase of the ceasefire, which 
was supposed to involve Hamas’s disarmament and a 
gradual withdrawal of the Israeli army, has been stalled 
for months.

Last week, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
said he had ordered the military to take control of 70 
percent of the Gaza Strip.

The latest head of Hamas’s armed wing in Gaza, 
Mohammed Odeh, was killed in an Israeli strike last week, 
a month after his predecessor was also killed.

European aid fuels 
Ukraine drone boom
Germany’s Kiel Institute says as Ukraine strike 
kills 3 in Russian-occupied Crimea
AFP, Paris

European countries have funnelled 
billions of dollars of military aid to 
Ukraine since US funding ended, with 
2026 contributions helping boost its 
booming drone sector, Germany’s Kiel 
Institute said yesterday.

In the first four months of the year, 
12 percent of European military aid 
to Ukraine was allocated to drone 
production, according to 
the Kiel Institute, which 
has tracked military, 
financial, and 
humanitarian aid to 
Ukraine since the 
Russian invasion on 
February 24, 2022.

Of the 12.33 billion 
euros ($14.3 billion) in 
military aid allocated by 
European nations from 
January to April, 1.5 billion 
was earmarked for drone 
production, more than for all of 2025 
(€1.24 billion).

Aid funds allocated to drones tripled 
between 2022 and 2026, with the trend 
accelerating in March and April. Britain 
announced on April 15 that it will 
provide 120,000 drones.

Germany and Norway have each 
provided 500 million euros, and the 
Netherlands 250 million euros, to help 
Ukraine acquire the weapons, which 
have become essential in fighting off 

Russian strikes.
Ukraine boasts that it is now the 

world’s leading drone specialist. 
And a growing number of European 
countries, such as Finland, Denmark, 
and Britain, are making drones for the 
conflict with Ukrainian companies, 
which are relocating part of their 
manufacturing to allied nations.

“European donors are now entering 
drone financing and production on 

a large scale,” said Christophe 
Trebesch, research director 

at the Kiel Institute.
“As a result, 

support for Ukraine 
is increasingly 
becoming a two-way 
exchange: financial 
aid flows to Ukraine, 

while technological 
spillovers flow back to 

Europe,” he added.
Ukraine’s drone 

experience has led to defence 
agreements with several countries, 

notably Gulf states targeted during the 
Middle East war by the same types of 
Iranian-made drones that Ukraine has 
learned to counter.

Meanwhile, a Ukrainian strike killed 
at least three people in Crimea, the 
region’s Moscow-installed authorities 
said yesterday, a day after Kyiv targeted 
energy and military sites in Saint 
Petersburg where Russia was hosting 
an economic forum.

A girl and her grandfather play inside a tent used as a shelter at Beirut waterfront, Lebanon, yesterday. Israel 
carried out numerous airstrikes in southern Lebanon that left five people dead. PHOTO: REUTERS

IRAN WAR POWERS

Congress rebuke 
shows Trump boxed in

CNN ONLINE

Ahead of a House vote Wednesday 
on whether to rein in President 
Donald Trump’s Iran war powers, 
Speaker Mike Johnson pleaded 
with Republicans to oppose it.

In an interview with CNN’s Manu 
Raju, he repeatedly said it would be 
“dangerous” and would sap Trump 
of negotiating power to cut a deal 
to end the war. And the thing is: 
Johnson had a point. Such votes 
signal a lack of resolve even in 
Trump’s own party to continue the 
war.

But four Republicans voted for 
it anyway, allowing the resolution 
to pass 215-208 and delivering 
Trump one of the biggest legislative 
rebukes of his presidency. If the 
resolution were to pass in the 
Senate — where 50 of 100 senators 
have appeared to support it — 
Trump would be required to either 
withdraw troops from Iran or gain 
Congress’ approval for the war.

The White House, which has 
signaled it believes the underlying 
law is unconstitutional, could try to 
ignore the resolution.

But at the very least, the House 
vote was a striking commentary on 
just how much Republicans appear 
to be losing patience with Trump 
and his politically damaging war. It 
was a sign that a small but clearly 
significant number of them are less 
willing to give him time to try and 
figure a way out.

The result is that Trump is 
increasingly boxed in.

And that’s becoming a familiar 
position for the president, whose 
poll numbers have dropped to 
historic lows. With potential 
destruction looming for the GOP 
in November and as the Iran war 
trends towards a quagmire, Trump 
is losing control of what lies ahead.

The last week has repeatedly 
shown how Trump is being 
forced to grapple with this more 
claustrophobic political reality.

First, there was his apparent 

retreat on controlling the Kennedy 
Center and, more significantly, 
his administration reversing itself 
on the “anti-weaponization” fund 
to compensate those who claim 
they were wronged by the Biden 
administration.

Of course, he’s suggested a deal 
was nigh many times before. And 
the House apparently wasn’t buying 
it, with those four Republicans 
delivering one of the most striking 
efforts to restrict Trump to date.

If the Senate follows suit, he’ll 
really find himself inside a box.

People attend a ceremony for the 37th anniversary of the death 
of Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini, the leader of Iran’s 1979 Islamic 
Revolution, at Khomeini’s shrine in southern Tehran, Iran yesterday.
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