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chairman of Islami Bank, 
resigned, citing personal 
reasons.

He submitted his 
resignation letter to the BB 
governor, according to Arief 
Hossain Khan, executive 
director and spokesperson 
for the central bank.

However, several officials 
of both BB and Islami Bank, 
speaking on condition of 
anonymity, said that he was 
forced to resign.

Officials said the board of 
Islami Bank was scheduled 
to hold a meeting yesterday. 
Zubaidur was supposed to 
attend the meeting.

However, at around 
4:00pm, he met the BB 
governor and resigned, they 
added.

Insiders said that after 
the BNP-led government 
assumed power, differences 
emerged between top 
officials of BB and senior 
executives of Islami Bank 

over various decisions 
concerning the bank.

A few days ago, a 
group of people staged a 
demonstration demanding 
the resignation of 
Zubaidur.

Earlier last month, Islami 
Bank sent its managing 
director, Md Omar Faruk 
Khan, on leave for more 
than one and a half months.

Md Altaf Hossain, an 
additional managing 
director, was made acting 
managing director during 
Faruk’s absence.

Faruk came to the 
bank yesterday, but 
an organisation with 
the banner ‘Conscious 
Consumers Forum’ did not 
allow him to enter. They 
said that if he joined the 
board meeting, he would be 
forced to resign.

The Daily Star tried to 
reach Faruk and Zubaidur 
over the phone, but they did 
not respond.
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Nazrul’s 127th  
birth anniv
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declared the next one 
year, from May 25, 2026 to 
May 25, 2027, as “Nazrul 
Year” at a programme in 
Mymensingh’s Trishal, 
marking the poet’s birth 
anniversary.

On this occasion, 
President Mohammed 
Shahabuddin yesterday 
paid a rich tribute to 
Nazrul, saying that the 
poet’s ideals of equality, 
humanity, rebellion, and 
love would continue to 
inspire people through 
generations, BSS reports.

In a message, the 
president described the 
poet as one of the brightest 
stars of Bangla literature 
and culture.

“Nazrul made 
outstanding contributions 
to Bangla language and 
literature through his 
multifaceted creative 
works as a poet, musician, 
novelist, playwright, 
essayist, and journalist as 
well.”

The president said 
Nazrul was the herald 
of national awakening 
and a bold voice against 
exploitation, deprivation, 
and injustice.

His fiery poems and 
inspirational songs inspired 
different democratic 
movements and struggles 
of the country, including 
the anti-British movement, 
the Mass Uprising of 1969, 
the 1971 Liberation War, 
and the July mass uprising 
in 2024, he added. 

President Shahabuddin 
hopes that the nation 
will be able to build an 
equitable, just, and humane 
Bangladesh imbued with 
Nazrul’s ideals, patriotism, 
honesty, and dedication.

In another BSS report, 
the PM said Nazrul is an 
unforgettable name in 

national history, as his 
advent in the dark age of a 
subjugated and oppressed 
nation was like a beacon 
of light, like a guiding 
lighthouse.

At a time when the dying 
nation desperately needed 
an overwhelming talent 
to awaken, inspire, and 
empower it towards self-
reliance, Nazrul was that 
long-awaited and much-
desired genius, the premier 
said in a message on the eve 
of the birth anniversary.

“The entire life of Kazi 
Nazrul Islam seemed like 
a declaration of war, a 
unique, and extraordinary 
rebellion.” 

He said Nazrul’s 
rebellion was against 
colonial rule, subjugation, 
oppression, exploitation, 
inequality, discrimination, 
superstition, religious 
fanaticism, communalism, 
and all forms of injustice, 
tyranny, and ugliness.

Nazrul was the first 
poet, journalist and 
political figure to demand 
complete independence of 
the subcontinent from the 
colonial rule, he said.

Tarique said Nazrul’s 
poems and songs served 
as a powerful source of 
inspiration during the 
Liberation War and the 
July mass uprising.

Born in 1899 in 
Churulia, West Bengal, 
Nazrul joined the British 
Indian Army and later went 
on to become a journalist, 
composer, and filmmaker. 
His newspaper Dhumketu 
was banned by the British 
rulers, and he was jailed for 
his poem Anandamoyeer 
Agomoney.

Nazrul passed away 
on August 29, 1976, and 
was laid to rest next to 
Dhaka University’s central 
mosque, as per his wishes.

Dhaka to get $1.4b 
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as budget support.
The BNP-led 

government has been 
seeking support from 
global and regional lenders 
since the conflict began 
affecting the economy 
through rising external 
pressures and uncertainty 
in global markets. ADB is 
the first major multilateral 
lender to respond to 
the government’s call 
for economic assistance 
amid the fallout from the 
ongoing US-Israel war on 
Iran.

Speaking at the signing 
ceremony, Finance Minister 
Amir Khosru Mahmud 
Chowdhury said the ADB’s 
“quick and timely economic 
response and funding” 
would play a crucial role 
in implementing the 
country’s development 
plans amid the adverse 
economic impact of the 
recent conflict in the 
Middle East.

He said the ADB’s 
rapid support was “highly 
praiseworthy” among 
multilateral development 
partners.

“The agreement 
will ensure financing 

and support for four 
major projects aimed at 
economic management, 
social protection 
and infrastructure 
development,” the minister 
said.

At the event, the 
finance minister welcomed 
visiting ADB President 
Masato Kanda and a 
high-level delegation. He 
said an announcement 
regarding the Nationwide 
Integrated Development 
Project would be made 
today during the ADB 
president’s meeting with 
the prime minister.

According to a finance 
ministry press release, the 
long-term project aligns 
with the government’s 
election manifesto and 
development plans and 
is expected to contribute 
significantly to improving 
people’s lives.

Officials at the event 
expressed hope that the 
long-standing partnership 
between Bangladesh and 
the ADB would play an 
even stronger role in the 
country’s sustainable 
economic and social 
development in the coming 
years.

City

Man shot in attack 
targeting BNP leader 
at court premises
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Cox’s Bazar

One person was injured during a gun attack targeting 
BNP leader Liaquat Ali Member at the Cox’s Bazar court 
premises yesterday, police said.

Police identified the injured man as Moin Uddin, a 
cousin of Liaquat. Following the incident, an alleged 
criminal was detained from the scene along with a 
foreign-made pistol, bullets, and magazines.

The detainee, Ziaul Haque Zia -- who was also injured in 
a beating -- is undergoing treatment at Cox’s Bazar Sadar 
Hospital under police guard, said Sheikh Mohammad Ali, 
OC of Cox’s Bazar Sadar Model Police Station.

The incident took place around 11:30am. Liaquat, 
general secretary of Jhilongja union BNP, had gone to the 
court for a hearing in a case when he came under attack, 
said the OC. “He was targeted in the shooting. As he 
moved away, another person standing nearby was shot.” 

Moin was first taken to Cox’s Bazar Sadar Hospital and 
later referred to Chattogram Medical College Hospital in 
critical condition.

The OC said the attack was primarily believed to be 
linked to a dispute over local dominance. “There had also 
been previous attacks on Liaquat Ali’s house.”

However, he declined to comment on whether others 
were involved in the attack.

Heatstroke kills 
16 in India as 
temperatures 
climb
AFP, New Delhi

At least 16 people have died 
of heatstroke in southern 
India so far this summer, 
officials said yesterday, as a 
heatwave grips swathes of 
the country following official 
health warnings.

India is no stranger to 
scorching summers but 
years of scientific research 
have found climate change is 
causing heatwaves to become 
longer, more frequent and 
more intense.

Temperatures in several 
cities across the South Asian 
country of 1.4 billion people 
have recently hovered well 
above 45C.

The deaths were reported 
in the southern state of 
Telangana, with revenue 
minister Ponguleti Srinivasa 
Reddy calling for “statewide 
vigilance” to safeguard 
public health.


