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AL men instructed doctors
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He also said that after he 
returned home in Dhaka’s 
Meradia, several AL activists 
went and threatened him, 
asking him to leave the area 
since he had been shot. “My 
son-in-law assured me not 
to leave,” he added.

Two former BGB officers 
-- Lt Col Mohammad 
Redowanul Islam and Maj 
Rafat Bin Alam Moon -- and 
two former police officers 

-- then additional deputy 
commissioner of Khilgaon 
Md Rashedul Islam and 
then officer-in-charge of 
Rampura Police Station 
Md Moshior Rahman -- are 
accused in the case.

Redowanul and Rafat 
are in custody, while 
Rashedul and Moshior are 
absconding.

Recounting the incident, 
Ruhul said he went to 
Meradia kitchen market 

on July 19 to observe the 
student protest when BGB 
personnel, police, and 
AL men began firing at 
protesters.

“I saw several people die 
and many others collapse 
on the road,” he said, 
adding that a bullet pierced 
through his body below 
the waist as he tried to flee. 
After he collapsed on the 
road, locals took him to 
Mugda Hospital.

Ruhul sought 
punishment for the 
accused.

Another prosecution 
witness, Saifur Rahman, 
also testified yesterday 
and said he saw several 
BGB members firing at 
protesters on Avenue Road. 
Later, while visiting two 
nearby hospitals, he saw 
the bodies of seven to eight 
victims and at least 20-25 
injured people.
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Severe traffic congestion grips Tejgaon Industrial Area in the capital yesterday, adding to public suffering amid 
scorching heat. PHOTO: PALASH KHAN

MEDICAL FACILITIES

Govt mulls central 
emergency alarm 

Says health minister
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The government has planned to introduce a 
central emergency alarm system, dubbed “Pagla 
Ghonta”, at medical facilities to ensure the safety 
and security of healthcare workers and patients, 
said Health Minister Sardar Md Sakhawat Husain. 

The system will be introduced on a pilot 
basis at Dhaka Medical College Hospital and 
Shaheed Suhrawardy Medical College Hospital 
after Eid-ul-Azha, he said at a programme at 
the Central Medical Stores Depot in Dhaka 
yesterday.

“If a doctor or a patient feels insecure, he or 
she will be able to press it…,” said the minister.

He said the authorities have started consulting 
relevant experts and are working on the initiative.

The minister also said the government is 
planning to set up a police outpost in Mohakhali, 
which houses several health agencies and 
hospitals, to ensure security.

The initiative comes amid recent reported 
attacks on doctors and hospital administrators.

2 children 
of a family 
drowned
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 
Benapole

Two children of a family 
drowned in a pond beside 
their home in Buzruk 
Sreekundi village under 
Magura Sadar upazila 
yesterday.

The deceased were 
identified as Naeem, 6, and 
his aunt, Nusrat, 7.

Officer-in-Charge of 
Magura Sadar Police Station 
Abdullah Al Mamun said 
they were playing near a 
pond beside their house. 
They accidentally slipped 
into the pond and drowned.

Family members 
later recovered them 
unconscious from the 
pond and rushed them 
to Magura General Sadar 
Hospital, where they were 
declared dead.

170 repatriated 
from Libya
DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

A total of 170 Bangladeshis 
were repatriated home 
from Libya yesterday.

The Bangladesh 
embassy in Libya, the 
Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, the Ministry of 
Expatriates’ Welfare and 
Overseas Employment, 
in cooperation with 
the Libyan government 
and the International 
Organization for 
Migration (IOM) arranged 
the repatriation.

Officials from these 
relevant ministries and IOM 
received them at Dhaka 
airport, foreign ministry 
said in a statement.

The IOM provided 
each returnee with travel 
allowance, food supplies, 
primary medical care, 
and temporary shelter 
arrangements.


