
Farmer killed 
‘by rivals’ 
in Magura
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 

Benapole

A farmer was killed 
allegedly by his rivals in 
Magura yesterday following 
a dispute over establishing 
supremacy.

The deceased was 
identified as Akbar Mondol, 
55, of the Mashalia village 
in Sreepur upazila.

According to locals, 
Akbar Mondol had long 
been at odds with one 
Abdur Rashid in the area. 

When he went to work 
in the field yesterday 
morning, rivals allegedly 
attacked him with sharp 
weapons and beat him, 
leaving him critically 
injured.

Family members later 
rescued him and took him 
to Sreepur Upazila Health 
Complex, where doctors 
declared him dead.

Officer-in-Charge Wali 
Mia of Sreepur Police 
Station said they are 
trying to arrest those 
involved.

Qawmi teachers 
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enactment of a blasphemy 
law, with death penalty 
as the maximum 
punishment.

On Qawmi education, 
it demanded legal 
recognition of its distinct 
identity and specialised 
character, saying Qawmi 
madrasas should not be 
brought under mainstream 
education in a way 
that could affect their 
independence.

The council called for 
Shariah courts in every 
district to deal with 
Muslims’ personal matters, 
including marriage, 
divorce, guardianship, 
inheritance and waqf 
property.

It also demanded one-
third representation of 
Qawmi scholars in the 
education commission 
and NCTB, tax exemption 
for religious donations, 
diplomatic support for 
persecuted Muslims, and 
a ban on Qadianis and 
Hizbut Tawhid activities.

Ensure budget justice
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For more than 52 lakh 
people from indigenous 
communities, the survey 
sought an allocation of Tk 
9,115 crore.

It also called for a 
specialised community-
based census to update 
ethnic statistics, funding 
for a separate land 
commission for plain-land 
indigenous communities, 
and at least Tk 1,000 crore 
to rehabilitate willing 
settlers from the CHT to 
the plains.

For youth development, 
the report proposed an 
allocation of Tk 61,805 
crore, prioritising human 
resource development, 
vocational education, 
digital skills, mental health 
support, entrepreneurship 
training, and safe migration 
opportunities.

To address the plight of 
over 1.33 crore urban poor, 
it recommended Tk 23,177 
crore to finance long-term 
housing projects on non-

agricultural government 
khas land, introduce low-
interest housing loans, 
and expand tailored social 
safety net programmes.

The report also urged 
the government to allocate 
Tk 2,16,318 crore for land, 
agriculture, and waterbody 
reforms, saying the 
allocation would directly 
affect nearly 12.5 crore 
people.

Speakers urged the 
government to establish 
a permanent National 
Land and Agricultural 
Reform Commission, set 
up a dedicated monitoring 
cell, and intensify the 
recovery of khas land and 
waterbodies.

They said structural 
changes in livelihoods 
would not be possible 
without such reforms.

Journalist Sohrab Hasan 
said the state has a highly 
limited connection with 
marginalised communities, 
although a large section of 
the population belongs to 

these groups.
He called for equitable 

distribution of revenue 
based on fairness and justice.

Senior journalist Abu 
Sayeed Khan called for 
decentralising budget 
management, saying 
budget justice can only 
be ensured if lawmakers 
truly represent their 
regional and marginalised 
constituents.
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Women farmers harvest grapes after successfully cultivating them for the first time in the Barind region’s red 
soil. Although yields were low last year, bunches now hang across the one-bigha orchard, with full harvesting 
expected in a few days. The photo was taken at Chaitanyapur village in Godagari upazila, Rajshahi yesterday.
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Man recounts
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“I saw blood and a number 
of people collapsing on the 
road,” he told the tribunal.

He said he immediately 
took the injured child to 
two hospitals in Uttara, 
but Jabir could not be 
admitted due to a lack 
of ICU facilities. A third 
hospital later declared him 
dead.

Kabir demanded 
exemplary punishment for 
those responsible for the 
killing.

MINTU DESHWARA, Moulvibazar

With no permanent bridge over the 
canal in Bilaser Par village of Ashidron 
union in Sreemangal, more than 100 
residents have been forced to rely on 
a fragile bamboo structure for daily 
movement.

The temporary bridge is the only 
link for people living on one side of the 
village. Women, children, elderly people 
and school students risk their safety 
every day while crossing it, villagers 
said.

Local resident Afir Uddin said they 
have repeatedly demanded a permanent 
bridge, but no effective steps have been 
taken despite years of assurances from 
elected representatives.

The narrow bamboo structure, 
built on a few poles over the canal, has 
become increasingly unstable. Villagers 
fear that even a minor misstep could 
lead to a serious accident.

Residents said they built the bridge 
themselves by collecting money and 

buying bamboo. It requires frequent 
repairs after every monsoon. During 
heavy rains, rising canal water often 
disrupts communication almost 
entirely, leaving the community 
isolated.

Contacted, Sreemangal UNO Ziaur 
Rahman said the administration had 
already inspected the site.

“A proposal for constructing a bridge 
has been sent to the ministry. The work 
will begin once approval is granted,” he 
added.

A bamboo bridge 
their only lifeline

Over 100 villagers rely on the fragile 
structure in Sreemangal


