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Explain 
‘failure’ to 
protect street 
children
HC asks govt
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court yesterday 
issued a rule asking the 
government to explain why 
its “failure” to take urgent 
and effective measures 
to protect and ensure the 
fundamental rights of 
street children across the 
country should not be 
declared illegal.

HC bench of Justice 
Fahmida Quader and Justice 
Md Asif Hasan issued the 
rule following a petition 
filed by rights organisation 
Equitas Foundation.

The HC further 
sought explanations as 
to why the authorities 
should not be directed to 
conduct investigations 
and nationwide surveys 
to determine the actual 
condition of street children, 
ensure strict monitoring 
and accountability 
mechanisms and take 
effective measures to 
prevent all forms of 
harassment, abuse, neglect 
and exploitation against 
them.
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Abdul Karim 
passes away
CITY DESK

Md Abdul 
Karim, 
former 
additional 
secretary 
to the Ministry of Youth 
and Sports, passed away at 
Labaid Hospital in Dhaka 
last Monday. He was 64.

Karim retired from 
government service in 2021 
while serving as additional 
secretary to the Ministry 
of Youth and Sports, said a 
press release.

His namaz-e-janaza 
was held at Baitul Aqsa 
Mosque in Shankar on 
Tuesday. He was laid to rest 
at the Rayerbazar Martyred 
Intellectuals’ Graveyard.

Karim was born in 
Ratankandi village of 
Shahjadpur upazila in 
Sirajganj.

He is survived by his wife, 
children, relatives, and well-
wishers. 
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A river dying 
in plain sight

Jojnal choked by waste, encroachment
MINTU DESHWARA

The Jojnal river, a tributary of the Khowai 
that eventually merges with the Korangi, 
is dying before the eyes of people in 
Mirpur Bazar under Bahubal upazila of 
Habiganj. 

Once a thriving waterway navigated 
by large boats, the Jojnal has now 
shrunk into a narrow, malodorous canal, 
choked by years of illegal encroachment, 
unchecked waste dumping and neglect.

The crisis is most visible beneath the 
bypass road bridge, where heaps of plastic, 
polythene waste and rotting market 
scraps have blocked the river’s flow. 

With no designated waste disposal site 
in Mirpur Bazar, the river has become the 
default dumping ground.

Sajidur Rahman Pavel, a local resident, 
said people have to cover their noses 
while passing through the area.

Zahirul Islam Tipu, a trader at the 

market, alleged that local influentials 
had illegally occupied both sides of 
the river and constructed multi-storey 
buildings, narrowing the waterway over 
the years. 

“The river is now on the brink of 
death. If that happens, the surrounding 
environment and ecosystem will 
also suffer,” said Tofazzal Sohel, vice-
president of the Habiganj unit of 
Bangladesh Poribesh Andolon.

Shamsul Haque Master of the Mirpur 
Businessmen’s Association, said, 
“Without a proper waste management 
system, people are being forced to 
dump garbage into the river.” 

Contacted, Liton Chandra Dey, UNO 
of Bahubal, said, “If we receive specific 
written complaints, eviction drives and 
legal measures will be taken promptly.” 

He said local administration would 
also work with the Department of 
Environment to prevent further pollution.

Mosleh Uddin 
new DMP chief
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Additional 
Inspector 
General 
of Police 
Mosleh 
Uddin 
Ahmed 
has been appointed 
commissioner of Dhaka 
Metropolitan Police (DMP).

Mosleh Uddin is 
currently serving as the 
chief of the Criminal 
Investigation Department 
(CID).

On February 26, Sheikh 
Mohammad Sazzat Ali 
resigned from the post 
of DMP commissioner. 
He had been serving on a 
contractual basis.

Following his 
resignation, Additional 
Commissioner Mohammad 
Md Sarwar was given charge 
of the DMP commissioner 
post.

After Sarwar went on 
retirement on May 14, 
Additional Commissioner 
SN Nazrul Islam took 
over the charge as acting 
commissioner.

Mosleh Uddin joined 
the police service as an 
assistant superintendent 
of police through the 15th 
BCS in 1995.

BSS, Dhaka

The government is 
going to establish an 
independent commission 
to strengthen media by 
ensuring press freedom, 
said Information Minister 
Zahir Uddin Swapon 
yesterday.

“In the past, the government’s approach was 
focused only on control. But the present government 
is committed to ensuring overall discipline and 
welfare in the media under an independent legal 
framework in cooperation with all stakeholders, 
instead of imposing control,” he said.

Addressing a meeting with the leaders of the 
convening committee of the newly formed Television 
Editors’ Council at his ministry, he said, “Just as a 
strong Election Commission ensures transparency 
in voting and benefits the state, a strong media 
commission would ultimately benefit the people.”

Describing the media as a full-fledged industry, 
Swapon said many business enterprises hold the 
ownership of media with the intention of evading 
taxes or protecting illegal income from other sectors. 
He stressed that this culture must be stopped.

He said that if any entrepreneur fails to comply 
with labour laws, implement the wage board, pay 
employees’ salaries, benefits, and retirement dues 
regularly, or maintain transparency in tax, VAT, and 
balance sheets, they will have no right to obtain or 
renew any media licence.

Govt planning 
independent 
media commission
Says info minister

2nd Edition


