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A vendor sells talsas (ice apples) for Tk 20 apiece at Barishal city’s Notun Bazar area yesterday. Popular during the summer season, the fruit is

widely consumed for its cooling and hydrating effect.
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Act against criminals Free media more vital

FROM PAGE 3
The police chief warned
that using personal

connections or money to
secure favourable postings
violated departmental
discipline, the DIG said.

The IGP also warned that
no police member involved
in drug-related activities
would be spared.

Police  welfare  was
another major issue raised
during the week. Officials
demanded a  separate
pay scale, risk allowance,
overtime benelfits, interest-
free motorcycle loans for
investigators and expanded
medical facilities.

They also proposed
increasing  investigation
allowances, expanding
manpower and
modernising forensic and
cybercrime facilities.

Home Minister
Salahuddin  Ahmed said
the  government  was
considering overtime
allowances  for  police
personnel from constable to
inspector level while steps
were being taken to improve
police hospitals and solve
accommodation shortages.

Technology-based
policing was another major
focus.

Officials said senior
officers discussed ways to
strengthen police capacity
to tackle cybercrime, online
fraud, digital extortion,
online harassment and
other  technology-based
offences.

The government has
announced plans to form a
dedicated Cyber Police Unit
following a proposal from

Bangladesh Police.

Officials said discussions
were also held on traffic
management, community
policing, crime control, anti-
narcotics operations and
improving public services.

The amendment of
the colonial-era  Police
Act of 1861 also came up
during discussions, several
officials said.

Senior officers  stressed
the need to maintain the
chain of command, ensure
transparency in field-level
operationsand keep policing
decisions free from political
or personal influence.

Meanwhile, frustration
has grown within the force
over the postponement
of the Bangladesh Police
Medal (BPM) and President
Police Medal (PPM) award
ceremony.

A total of 107 police
personnel were nominated
for the awards this year for
bravery, professionalism
and distinguished service.
The ceremony was
postponed shortly before
Police Week began.

A DIG said the medals
are among the most
important recognitions
within the force and that
the postponement had
affected morale among
field-level officers.

Police officials said the
overall message of this
year’s Police Week was clear
- police must act against
crime without political
consideration, improve
services at police stations,
maintain internal discipline
and strengthen capacity to
deal with emerging crimes.

Protests resume at JU
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Earlier yesterday evening, in
response to their demand
for stronger measures (o
prevent harassment on
campus, the university
administration announced
a l4-point set of security
measures.

At the outset of a press
conference to announce
the measures at the
Senate Hall, Proctor Prof
AKM  Rashidul Alam
strongly condemned
the attack on the female
student by an outsider
on the night of May 12
while returning to her
residential hall.

The measures include
forming a quick response
team to handle security
emergencies, launching
a dedicated hotline for
urgent complaints, and
making it mandatory for
teachers, students, officers,
and staff to carry identity
cards at all times.

The administration also
plans to tighten control
over the entry of outsiders
onto the campus.

Identity  cards  will
also be compulsory for
construction workers,
university employees, and
shopkeepers operating on

campus.

Authorities further
decided to remove mobile
vendors and create a
database containing
information on all relevant
personnel.

To strengthen security,

the university will deploy
additional guards at key
entry  points,  recruit
more security personnel,
and seek approval from
the  University  Grants
Commission for the
deployment of 100 more
Ansar members, the
proctor said.

He said adequate
lighting and CCTV
cameras would be installed
in vulnerable areas
across the campus. The
administration has also
initiated steps to repair
damaged sections of the
boundary wall and close
unauthorised entry points.

Man accused
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against Mahed was filed with
Sher-e-Bangla Nagar Police
Station on February 2.

According to
enforcement sources,
operation  followed an
intelligence alert issued
by Police Headquarters
on April 23, warning of
possible extremist attacks
targeting key installations
and security personnel,
including the Jatiya Sangsad
Bhaban.

Police Headquarters had
circulated the alert across
law enforcement agencies,
identifying Mahed and
Rakib Hasan alias Ubaida Al
Usama of Savar as suspected
planners. It described them as
“extremely risky for the overall
security of the country”.

law
the
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Politicians, academics,
writers, journalists,
businesspeople,
professionals, teachers,

students, and civil society
members attended the
event. Many condemned
the attacks on The Daily
Star and Prothom Alo
offices in Dhaka.

Addressing the event,
Rajshahi-5MP Nazrul Islam
Mondol said newspapers
are the “mirrors of society”.
He congratulated The Daily
Star for 35 years of fearless
journalism and said the
newspaper should criticise
the government when
necessary and also report
on its good work.

Rajshahi Bar Association
President Md Abul Kashem
said The Daily Star represents
the country’s conscious
citizens and cannot be
silenced through attacks.
‘I’ Bangladesh is to be
protected, journalism must
be elevated to a higher level.”

Recalling the
anti-martial law movement
0f 1962, he noted that those
who seek to uphold truth
and defend democracy
must be prepared to face
repression.

Freedom fighter Ershad
Ali Isha, also administrator
of Rajshahi Zila Parishad,
praised The Daily Star for
publishing news fearlessly
and objectively for 35 years
and expressed hope that
the paper would continue
guiding the state and society
through truthfuljournalism.

Rajshahi College
Principal ~ Ibrahim  Ali

said The Daily Star had
often faced pressure from
governments because of its
courageous journalism and
commitment to publishing
the truth.

“Since our student days,
we have seen The Daily Star
remain under government
displeasure. This is surely
because of The Daily Star’s
courage in publishing the
truth.”

He said such courage had
increased the newspaper’s
acceptability among
readers and hoped The
Daily Star would continue
to support independent
journalism in rebuilding
the state and democracy.

Rajshahi City
Jamaat-e-Islami secretary
Emaj Uddin Mondal said
many media outlets had
failed in the past to present
truth as truth. “The media
must have the courage
to call white ‘white’ and
black ‘black’ if Bangladesh
is to become a healthy and
prosperous state.”

Referring to  recent
debates on social media,
he warned that fascism can
grow through headlines,
camera frames and
controlled words when the
media abandons its duty to
tell the truth.

Emeritus Professor
of  Rajshahi  University
Azaharul Islam said

responsible media must
remain conscious about
credibility, while Rajshahi
Women  Chamber  of
Commerce President Rejiti
Naznin lauded The Daily
Star’s role in promoting

US willing to
continue talks
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“He feels strongly that
they can’t have a nuclear
weapon, and he wants
them to open up the strait,”
Trump told reporters
aboard Air Force One,
referring to the strategic
waterway disrupted by the
war.

Meanwhile, Iran’s
Revolutionary Guards have
begun allowing more ships
to pass through the Strait
of Hormuz, state television
reported yesterday, after
Tehran restricted access
following US-Israeli strikes,
AFP reported.

Iran effectively shut the
strait — previously used
for about one-fifth of the
world’s oil and gas supply
to most shipping after the
war with the US and Israel
erupted in February.

Although  Washington
and Tehran agreed to a
ceasefire last month, efforts
to secure a permanent
peace deal have stalled.
Pakistan-mediated  talks
have been suspended since
both sides rejected each
other’s latest proposals last
week.

“Contradictory
messages” from
Washington had raised
doubts about us
intentions, Araghchi said,
adding that Pakistan’s

mediation had not failed
but was facing “difliculty”,
Reuters reported.

Iran is trying (o
preserve the ceasefire to
give diplomacy a chance
but remains prepared to
resume fighting, he said.

Key sticking points in
the negotiations include
Iran’s nuclear ambitions
and its control over the
Strait of Hormuz.

Meanwhile, Trump
suggested that recovering
Iran’s enriched uranium
was largely a matter of
political optics after Israel
pushed for it to become a
central war objective.

“I just feel better if I
got it, actually, but it’s — I
think it’s more for public
relations than anything
else,” Trump told Fox
News host Sean Hannity
in an interview from China
broadcast late Thursday in
the United States.

“The other thing we
could do is bomb it again,”
Trump said. “But I would
feel better getting it, and we
will getit.”

Amid the diplomatic
deadlock, Iran recently
threatened to  enrich
uranium to 90 percent -- a
level that can be used for
nuclear weapons -- if the
US resumes attacks on the
Islamic republic.

women’s entrepreneurship.

In his address, The Daily
Star Editor and Publisher
Mahfuz Anam described
journalists as  “social
doctors”,  saying  their
duty is to diagnose what
is wrong in society rather
than offer praise.

“People go to doctors
not to hear compliments
but to know what is
wrong with their body.
Journalists have a similar
responsibility to identify
society’s problems.”

He noted that a
newspaper’s future, stability
and strength depend on
readers’ patronage and
urged political leaders,
administrators, academics,
civil society members and
readers to advise the paper
so it can better understand
whether it enriches public
consciousness, patriotism
and humanity.

The editor mentioned
The Daily Star has adopted
anew policy to engage more
closely with people outside
Dhaka through meetings
with businesspeople,
women’s rights activists,
political parties, students
and other groups to learn
about public expectations.

Among others, Deputy
Inspector General of Rajshahi
Range Police Mohammad
Shahjahan; Commissioner
of Rajshahi Metropolitan
Police Mohammad Fayezul
Kabir; Rajshahi Chamber of
Commerce Vice President
Ziauddin  Ahmed; and
senior journalist Mostafizur
Rahman Khan spoke at the
event.

Mirpur Shah Ali’s shrine
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“One of them started
beating me severely with
a stick. He kicked my bag
and asked, ‘What are you
doing here?”” Hridoy told
The Daily Star. He said the
attackers beat devotees,
searched bags, and chased
people out during the
hour-long mayhem.

Shiuli Begum, 28, who
often attends the urs
seeking alms, had brought
along her two-month-old
child on Thursday.

“I was standing with
my baby in my arms while
people  were  running
around in panic. Suddenly,
a boy came and struck me
four times with a cane. I
never thought they would
hit me t00,” she said.

Several witnesses,
including shop owners in
the area, said the attackers
were Jamaat-Shibir activists.

“We  have  primary
information that many
of the attackers were
from Shibir,” said a
senior police officer of
the Dhaka Metropolitan
Police’s Mirpur Division,
requesting anonymity.

Several witnesses also
alleged that police vehicles

were stationed in front
of the shrine gate during
the attack, but officers
remained inactive.

Asked about the
allegation, DMP Assistant
Commissioner of Darus
Salam Zone Imdad Hossain
Bipul said, “A patrol car
might have been there,
or they might have gone
to the spot after hearing
about the incident.”

Regarding the lack of
legal action even a day
later, he said, “We haven’t
received any complaint yet.
Action will be taken once
we get one.”

When  asked
allegations of  Jamaat-
Shibir involvement, Mir
Ahmed told The Daily
Star, “The allegations are
baseless. It was an anti-
narcotics drive by police.”

After being told that
footage and  witness
accounts did not show
police involvement, the
lawmaker said both
plainclothes and uniformed
police had been present,
claiming that the Mirpur
deputy commissioner had
already briefed the media
about the anti-drug drive.

Deputy Commissioner

about

of DMP’s Mirpur Division
Md Mostak Sarker told
this newspaper that he had
made no such statement.
Police were not conducting
any anti-narcotics drive at
the time, he said.

In a statement yesterday,
Md Ataur Rahman Sarker,
member  of  Jamaat’s
central majlis-e-shura and
publicity-media secretary
of its Dhaka City North
unit, claimed that law
enforcers conducted an
anti-narcotics drive at the
shrine from 10:00pm to
midnight on Thursday.

Denying the party’s
involvement, he said, “It has
become an inherent habit
of some political parties
and media outlets to spread
propaganda by dragging
Jamaat into everything,
whichis highly unfortunate.”

Since August 5, 2024,
Sufi shrines across the
country have increasingly
come under mob attacks.
According to a January
study by Magam: Center
for Sufi Heritage, at least
97 shrines were attacked
between August 5, 2024,
and December 31, 2025,
leaving at least three people
dead and 468 injured.

BNP-backed panel sweeps
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retired High Court
judge Md Miftah Uddin
Choudhury, convener of
the election management
subcommittee, announced
the results around 2:00am

yesterday at the SCBA
auditorium.

The annual election
is held to choose the
association’s  14-member
executive committee,

comprising one president,
two vice-presidents, one
secretary, one treasurer,
(wo assistant secretaries,
and seven executive
members.

From the Blue Panel, Md
Magfur Rahman Sheikh
and Md Shahjahan became
vice-presidents, while Md
Ziaur Rahman won the
post of treasurer.

Md Maksud Ullah and
Mohammad Shamsul
Islam Mukul bagged the
positions of  assistant
secretary.

Of the seven executive
member posts, Blue Panel
candidates won six: HM
Shanjid Siddique, AKM
Azad Hossain, Wahid Afroz
Chowdhury, Md Kabir
Hossain, Md Zia Uddin Mia,
and Md Tipu Sultan.

Azim Uddin of the Green
Panel secured a post as an
executive member.

A total of 40 candidates
contested the 14 posts
this year. Of the 11,097
registered voters, 4,048,
or around 36 percent, cast
their ballots in the SCBA

S [
President AM Mahbub

Uddin Khokon (left),
Secretary Mohammad Ali
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executive committee
election for the 2026-2027
term.

Although the
association’s  election is
officially non-partisan,
panels are traditionally

formed by lawyers aligned
with political parties.

In  previous  years,
contests were mainly held
between BNP-backed
lawyers, known as the Blue
Panel, and Awami League-
backed lawyers, known as
the White Panel.

However, at a special
general meeting of the
association on April 26,
members decided that AL-
backed lawyers would not
be allowed to take part in
the polls following the ban
on the party’s political
activities.

For the first time in the
association’s history, AlL-
backed lawyers did not
contest the election.

Around 200 lawyers
aligned with the AL have
been unable to contest at
least 13 bar association
elections since January,
according to members of

lawyers’ associations across
the country.

Though many
attempted o run as
independent candidates,
they  were  reportedly
barred from collecting or
submitting nomination
papers, or had their

nominations cancelled by
election commissions.

Sources at the
Bangladesh Bar Council
said elections have so far
been held in at least 40
of the country’s 83 bar
associations since January
25 this year.

In this year’s SCBA
polls, candidates from the
BNP-backed Jatiyatabadi
Ainjibi Panel, the Jamaat-
backed Lawyers’ Unity
Panel, and the National
Lawyers’ Alliance, or Red-
Green Panel, backed by
the National Citizen Party,
took part.

The Blue and Green
panels fielded candidates
for all 14 posts, while
the Red-Green  Panel
nominated candidates
for six posts. Several
independent  candidates
also contested.

However, no SCBA
election was held last year.

In 2024, some 5,319
of the 7,888 voters cast
their ballots in the SCBA

clection, putting the
turnout at 67 percent.
In 2023, a total of

4,137 of the 8,589 voters
cast ballots, meaning the
turnout was 48 percent.
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