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Sustainable financing hit Tk 8,375cr in Q4 2025
Experts at summit call for blended financing to boost economic growth
STAR BUSINESS DESK

Sustainable financing in Bangladesh reached 
Tk 8,375 crore during the October-December 
quarter of 2025, accounting for 35.87 percent 
of total disbursed loans, reflecting growing 
momentum in the country’s sustainable 
finance sector, experts said.

They, however, stressed the need for 
blended and sustainable financing to further 
strengthen economic growth, tackle climate-
related risks and expand social welfare 
initiatives.

The observations came at the “Sustainable 
Finance Summit 2026”, organised by 
LightCastle Partners with support from 
the Embassy of Switzerland in Bangladesh, 
the United Nations Capital Development 
Fund (UNCDF), Netherlands-based impact 
investment firm Truvalu Bangladesh, and 
Startup Bangladesh Ltd, held at a hotel in 
Dhaka yesterday.

Reto Renggli, Swiss ambassador to 

Bangladesh, inaugurated the event and said 
sustainable finance was no longer a niche 
agenda but an essential element for building 
an inclusive and future-ready economy.

He also praised Bangladesh’s progress in 
climate resilience and financial inclusion 
and expressed hope that the summit would 
help unlock investment opportunities and 
partnerships.

According to data presented at the event, 
the global sustainable finance market reached 
$919 billion in 2025 and is projected to expand 
to $1.1 trillion in 2026.

The daylong summit aimed to mobilise 
blended finance and expand the sustainable 
finance market in Bangladesh.

Masud Rahman, chief technology adviser 
to the Aspire to Innovate (a2i) project under 
the ICT ministry, attended the programme as 
guest of honour.

“Bangladesh stands at a critical juncture 
where innovation, technology and sustainable 
financing must advance together,” he said.

More than 200 policymakers, financiers, 
entrepreneurs and ecosystem stakeholders 
participated in the summit.

Bijon Islam, chief executive officer of 
LightCastle Partners, delivered a presentation, 
titled “From Pledges to Projects: Unlocking the 
Next Trillion in Sustainable Finance”.

The event also featured three panel 
discussions involving representatives 
from financial institutions, development 
organisations and the startup ecosystem.

Zahedul Amin, managing director of 
LightCastle Partners, Diepak Elmer, deputy 
head of mission/head of cooperation at the 
Embassy of Switzerland in Bangladesh; Nuzhat 
Anwar, managing director of Dhaka Stock 
Exchange; Nurul Hai, managing director of 
Startup Bangladesh Limited; Kerry Breen, 
senior director at Brummer & Partners; Nazat 
Chowdhury, managing director of South Asia 
Tech; Nabila Nowrin, managing director of 
Infusion Partners; among others, also spoke at 
the event.

Eid sales boost 
Bata’s Q1 profit
STAR BUSINESS DESK

Bata Shoe Company (Bangladesh) Ltd has posted 
a record first-quarter performance for 2026, 
supported by strong Eid demand, sustained 
consumer confidence and strategic business 
execution despite ongoing economic challenges.

The country’s leading multinational footwear 
company reported sales of Tk 379.7 crore during 
the January-March quarter, driven by festive 
shopping demand, a wider range of products and 
strong customer demand nationwide.

Bata’s extensive retail network, expanding 
alternative sales channels and popular seasonal 
collections also contributed to the strong performance 
during the quarter, according to a press release.

Despite persistent pressure from inflation, 
logistics, brand promotion and other operating 
costs, the company maintained growth 
momentum through efficient production 
planning, disciplined business management and 
strategic sourcing initiatives.

According to its unaudited financial statements, 
Bata posted an operating profit of Tk 58.5 crore 
and a profit after tax of Tk 37.1 crore in the first 
quarter of 2026.

The company said the timing of Eid, one of the 
country’s peak consumption seasons, during the 
first quarter helped boost customer demand early 
in the year. To capitalise on the strong demand, 
Bata maximised its in-house production capacity 
and strengthened sourcing efficiency across its 
operations.

The company also maintained a competitive 
mid-range pricing strategy while continuing to 
provide affordable footwear options for consumers 
across the country.

Bata Bangladesh was recognised as the highest 
taxpayer in the leather and footwear category 
for the seventh consecutive year, reflecting 
its contribution to the national economy and 
commitment to responsible business practices.

Looking ahead, the company said it would 
continue focusing on innovation, customer 
experience and contemporary footwear 
collections while maintaining its long-standing 
reputation for quality and trust.

Rana Laila Hafiz and Rumana Sharif, directors of Pubali Bank PLC, inaugurate the 
lounge at the domestic terminal of Osmani International Airport in Sylhet recently. 
Mohammad Ali, managing director and CEO, was also present. 

STAR BUSINESS DESK

Pubali Bank PLC has launched a premium 
lounge named “Pubali Bank Green Lounge” 
at the domestic terminal of Osmani 
International Airport in Sylhet as part of its 
efforts to provide customer-centric, modern 
and premium banking services.

Rumana Sharif and Rana Laila Hafiz, 
directors of the bank, inaugurated the 
lounge at a ceremony recently held in 
Sylhet, according to a press release.

Mohammad Ali, managing director 
and CEO of the bank, attended the 
programme and said Pubali Bank remains 
committed to delivering world-class 
banking experiences to its customers.

“The inauguration of the ‘Green Lounge’ 
marks another significant step towards 
providing our valued credit cardholders 
with a more comfortable, secure and 
premium travel experience,” he said.

“The bank would continue to 
introduce innovative, customer-focused 

services in the future,” he added.
The lounge has been introduced to 

enhance the travel experience of the 
bank’s credit cardholders by offering a 
modern and relaxing environment.

It features amenities such as premium 
refreshments, high-speed Wi-Fi and 
comfortable seating arrangements. 
Eligible credit cardholders of the bank, 
along with one companion, will enjoy 
complimentary access to the lounge.

Among others, Chowdhury Md Shofiul 
Hassan, general manager of the bank’s 
Sylhet Principal Office; NM Firoz Kamal, 
deputy general manager and head of the 
card business division; Md Fazlul Kabir 
Chowdhury, deputy general manager and 
regional head for Sylhet East; Md Ruhul 
Amin, deputy general manager and 
regional head for Sylhet West; Pradyot 
Kanti Das, deputy general manager and 
regional head for Moulvibazar Region; 
and Niklesh Kar, chief security officer of 
the airport, were also present.

Pubali Bank launches premium lounge at Osmani airport
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Mohammad Tanvir Hassan, head of sales and marketing at The Palace Luxury Resort, and Zishan Ahammad, executive 
vice-president and head of cards, ADC and internet banking at Bank Asia PLC, pose for a photograph after signing the 
agreement at the bank’s cards department in Sukrabad, Dhaka on Tuesday. 

STAR BUSINESS DESK

Bank Asia PLC has entered into a partnership 
agreement with The Palace Luxury Resort in Habiganj 
to offer stay privileges for its credit cardholders.

Zishan Ahammad, executive vice-president and 
head of cards, ADC and internet banking at Bank Asia 
PLC, and Mohammad Tanvir Hassan, head of sales 
and marketing at The Palace Luxury Resort, signed 
the agreement at the bank’s cards department office 
in Dhaka’s Sukrabad on Tuesday, according to a press 
release.

Under the partnership, Bank Asia credit cardholders 
will enjoy a special “Pay 1, Stay 2 Nights” offer at the 
luxury resort. 

The offer will remain valid from May 1 to May 27 this 
year. The collaboration reflects the bank’s continued 
efforts to enhance customer experience by providing 
exclusive lifestyle and travel benefits to its cardholders, 
the release said.

Senior officials from both organisations were also 
present at the signing ceremony.

Bank Asia cardholders to enjoy stay  
offer at Palace Luxury Resort
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Shahidul Islam, managing director of Perla Sanitaryware, poses for a group photograph 
with award-winning dealers of the company at its “Dealer Conference 2026” at the 
International Convention City Bashundhara in Dhaka recently. 
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Perla Sanitaryware, a concern of BHL Group, recently 
organised its “Dealer Conference 2026” at the 
International Convention City Bashundhara (ICCB) in 
Dhaka.

Shahidul Islam, managing director of the company, 
inaugurated the programme as the chief guest, 
according to a press release. Dealers, distributors and 
business partners from across the country participated 
in the event.

The conference featured discussions on the 
company’s future business plans, the introduction of 
new products and strategies for market expansion.

During the event, the company also recognised top-
performing dealers for their outstanding contributions.

Sifat E Arman, deputy managing director of BHL 
Group, was also present, along with senior officials, 
members of the marketing team and other guests. PHOTO: PERLA SANITARYWARE

Perla Sanitaryware holds dealer conference in Dhaka
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Shahjalal Islami Bank PLC yesterday 
held the closing ceremony of its 19-day 
foundation training course for newly 
appointed probationary officers at its 
Training Academy.

A total of 40 officers participated in the 
course, according to a press release.

Mosleh Uddin Ahmed, managing director 
of the bank, attended the programme as the 
chief guest and distributed certificates and 
prizes among the participants.

AKM Hasan Rahim, executive vice-
president and head of the human resources 
division and Training Academy, and 
Md Main Uddin, faculty member of the 
Training Academy, were also present at the 
ceremony.

Mosleh Uddin Ahmed, managing director of Shahjalal Islami Bank PLC, poses for a group 
photograph with participants of the foundation training course for newly appointed probationary 
officers at the bank’s Training Academy in Dhaka yesterday. 

Shahjalal Islami Bank holds 37th  
training course for officers
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