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13th JS off to a good
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opposition parties give me 
hope,” he said. 

Anwarullah also called 
for a national education 
policy, saying that 
Bangladesh has none and 
urged the formation of a 
new education commission 
to help build a knowledge-
based and humane society.

BNP Standing Committee 
member and lawmaker 
Abdul Moyeen Khan said 133 
ordinances were discussed 
during the first session, with 
97 passed unchanged and 13 
in amended form.

Criticising complacency, 
he warned that lawmakers 
cannot afford to “sleep in 
comfort”, stressing that their 
core responsibility is to fight 
for democracy.

Economist Dr 
Mahbubullah said 
Bangladesh had never fully 
experienced democracy 
and still carried the legacy 
of authoritarianism. “If we 
fail to move in the right 
direction, we will not be 
able to prevent the return of 
autocracy or fascism.”

He stressed the need 
to restore weakened state 
institutions and reduce 
economic inequality.

Shujan Secretary 
Badiul Alam Majumdar 
said governments formed 

with more than a two-
thirds majority in previous 
elections had failed to 
ensure peaceful transfers of 
power. “This time we must 
ensure we do not fail.”

Expressing cautious 
optimism about the first 
session, he said initiatives to 
work collectively were visible, 
but hatred was also spread.

Majumdar said 
important laws on judicial 
independence, enforced 
disappearances and human 
rights were not passed, while 
less significant ordinances 
were approved.

Calling the 13th 
parliament a milestone, 
Prof Borhan Uddin Khan 
of Bangladesh Institute 
of Law and International 
Affairs said this parliament 
has several unique features, 
including 260 first-time 
lawmakers. Unlike previous 
elections, people were able 
to vote freely this time.

In his keynote speech, 
he said one of the biggest 
challenges before parliament 
would be amending Article 
142 of the constitution and 
implementing the July 
charter. 

“The parliament must 
not become authoritarian as 
in the past, and lawmakers 
must remain restrained in 
their conduct,” he said.

Ex-minister Mosharraf
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Mosharraf was the son of 
SW Hossain, a prominent 
businessman and social 
worker.

He completed his 
schooling in his hometown 
before enrolling at the 
Institute of Engineering 
and Technology in 
Lahore, Pakistan, where 
he graduated in Mining 
Engineering in 1966. 

His professional 
background earned him 
the title “Engineer”, which 
remained attached to 
his name throughout his 
political career.

He entered politics 
during his student life and 
was elected a member of the 
East Pakistan Provincial 
Assembly in 1970. During 
the Liberation War, he 
played an active role in 
organising resistance in 
the Chattogram region 
and served as a sub-sector 
commander under Sector 
1. 

He was also involved in 
key wartime operations, 
including the blowing up 
of Shuvapur Bridge to 
disrupt Pakistani forces’ 
movement between 
Cumilla and Chattogram.

Students to get up to 23 days off
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This means students of 
primary, secondary and 
technical institutions will 
remain out of classrooms 
for 16 consecutive days.

The revised holiday 
schedules were issued on 
February 18 for primary, 
secondary and technical 
institutions.

Meanwhile, students of 
government Alia madrasas 
and private Ebtedayee, 
Dakhil, Alim, Fazil and 
Kamil madrasas are 
expected to receive a longer 
break.

According to the 
madrasa holiday list issued 
on January 19, Eid-ul-Azha 
and summer vacation will 

continue from May 24 to 
June 11. Including weekly 
holidays on May 22-23 
and June 12-13, madrasa 
students are likely to 
remain on vacation from 
May 22 to June 13.

Classes at madrasas are 
expected to resume on 
June 14, giving students a 
total break of 23 days.

Govt to launch
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Additionally, he ordered 
that facilities for persons 
with special needs be 
incorporated into the 
electric buses planned 
for women. He stressed 
the importance of 
d i s a b i l i t y - f r i e n d l y 
infrastructure, education, 
treatment, and 
rehabilitation facilities to 
protect rights and ensure 
access to services.

Emphasising accessibility, 
he said room doors 
should be wide enough for 
wheelchair users.

The prime minister 
also asked the Ministry 
of Information and 
Broadcasting to take 
a w a r e n e s s - b u i l d i n g 
initiatives and organise 
programmes focusing on 
persons with special needs.

He further called for the 
inclusion of children with 
special needs in the “Notun 
Kuri Sports” competition. 
“Practical steps must be 
taken so that they can 
actively take part in all 
activities of society and the 
state,” he said.

The meeting was attended 

by: State Minister for Local 
Government Mir Shahe 
Alam, State Minister for 
Health Dr MA Muhit, State 
Minister for Information 
and Broadcasting Yasser 
Khan Choudhury, State 
Minister for Social Welfare 
Farzana Sharmin Putul, 
State Minister for Planning 
Zonayed Abdur Rahim Saki, 
State Minister for Primary 
and Mass Education Bobby 
Hajjaj, Principal Secretary 
to the Prime Minister ABM 
Abdus Sattar, secretaries 
of relevant ministries, and 
Bangladesh Protibondhi 
Kalyan Samity founder 
Abdus Sattar Dulal.

A woman comforts her child as doctors administer treatment at the Infectious Diseases Hospital in the capital’s 
Mohakhali yesterday. According to DGHS, eight more children died from measles and measles-like symptoms in 
the 24 hours till 8:00am yesterday, taking this year’s confirmed and suspected measles death toll to 432.
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Bangladesh Railway (BR) yesterday began selling 
advance online tickets for intercity trains ahead of Eid-
ul-Azha.

According to ticketing data, a total of 31,240 seats 
are allocated for passengers travelling from Dhaka on 
May 23, including Eastern Zone’s 15,974 seats for 23 
trains and Western Zone’s 15,266 seats for 20 trains.

Ticket sales began at 8:15am yesterday. A total of 
29,234 advance tickets, around 93 percent, were sold 
by 6:00pm for journeys 
scheduled from Dhaka 
ahead of Eid. 

Across the country, 
48,658 tickets were sold 
by that time.

Shondip Debnath, 
chief executive officer 
of BR’s online ticketing 
platform Rail Sheba, confirmed the figures.

According to the advance ticket sales schedule, 
tickets for journeys on May 24, 25, 26, and 27 will be 
sold on May 14, 15, 16, and 17, respectively. Return 
tickets after Eid will go on sale from May 21.

A passenger can buy tickets only once a day for 
advance and return Eid journeys. A maximum of four 
tickets can be purchased at a time, and the tickets are 
non-refundable.

BR will also operate 10 special passenger trains and 
two cattle special trains during Eid.

Eid train ticket 
sales begin
93% of May 23 tickets from Dhaka 
sold by 6:00pm on opening day


