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»» Bangladesh secured a 104-run
victory over Pakistan in the first
Test in Mirpur yesterday, marking
the Tigers’ first win in the current
World Test Championship (WTC)
cycle. With one win, one defeat, and
a draw, Bangladesh climbed to sixth
in the WTC points table, overtaking
Pakistan (7th) and England (8th).

» This was Bangladesh’s third
consecutive Test victory against
Pakistan, following their historic
2-0 series win in Rawalpindi in 2024
-- the Tigers’ first-ever Test series
victory on Pakistani soil. Previously,
Pakistan had won 12 of the first 13
Tests between the two sides, with
one match ending in a draw.

» The Mirpur Test also marked
Bangladesh’s maiden Test win at
home against Pakistan. Before this
match, the Tigers had lost seven
of their eight home Tests against
Pakistan, with the only draw coming
in Khulna in 2015.

»» Najmul Hossain Shanto
celebrated his seventh Test win
as captain in 17 matches, equaling
Mushfiqur Rahim’s record of seven
victories (in 34 games). No other
Bangladeshi captain has achieved
more Test wins.

»» Naohid Rana claimed a five-wicket
haul in Tests for the second time.
The young pacer distinguished
himself further by becoming the
first Bangladeshi fast bowler to
take a five-for in the fourth innings
of a Test match.

» 0On the Pakistani side, Abdullah
Fazal became the sixth batter to
score fifties in both innings of his
debut Test. Yasir Homeed remains
the only Pakistani player to score
hundreds in both innings on debut
-- also against Bangladesh, in 2003.

TIGERS” HOME TEST SWAGGER

ABDULLAH AL MEHDI

Pace talks, and Nahid Rana was
doing the talking vyesterday.
Slightly off his mark for most
of the game, the pace sensation
seized his moment, his spell: 4.5
overs, 10 runs and four wickets.
Back into the attack when his team
needed it most, Rana caused a riot
as Bangladesh picked up one of
their most memorable Test wins
at home, a 104-run victory over
Pakistan in the first Test at Mirpur.
This time, Rana was also reverse-
swinging the old ball.

It was at 147.2 kph, shaping in
right out of the hand in the
47th over. Mohammad
Rizwan shouldered
arms, the delivery
too quick to

predict. He |
thought he |
had left it well,
only to hear

the death rattle “\
behind him. The
moment provided

one of the lasting \\ s&.
images of the contest ™.

as the visitors lost their

seventh wicket, leaving the
game firmly in the hosts’ hands.
Rana getting the old ball to talk
had even surprised his captain
Najmul Hossain Shanto.

“I think Rana reversing the
ball was a little surprising. Litton
[Das] and I were discussing behind
the stumps that we didn’t expect
Rana’s delivery to come in like that.
It is something to feel good about,”
Shanto said in the post-match
press conference. “It's a positive
that he is learning it slowly, like

\

Old-ball swing rewires

© Taskin, Fbadot,

Shoriful or Khaled,

who do it most of the
time,” he added.

What was  different?
Bangladesh can now dish it
out. As Shanto put it, the Tigers
showed a kind of bravery that was
new to them, declaring with just
enough time left on day five to
allow Pakistan to bat through two
sessions. The threat that Taskin
Ahmed, Rana and company
possessed allowed him to do it
And this time it was at home. The
pace attack thundered at the right
time, on the very final day.

Bangladesh’s pacers claimed

seven wickets in the fourth innings,
their biggest contribution in the
final innings of a home Test since
taking eight against Afghanistan
in 2023. This time, they won mini
battles under intense Test-match
pressure. Rana’s duel with Shaheen
Shah  Afridi symbolised that
growing edge. The Pakistan quick
tested Rana with bouncers and
vice versa, while the Bangladesh
speedster was also struck on the
helmet earlier in the match.

“They know if they bowl
bouncers at Rana, they too have to
take it... Yes, it definitely feels good.
Now we can reply in kind and that
intent is good; we have that bowling
strength now,” Shanto remarked,
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confirming the team also played
their part in maintaining the shine.
Rana used that old art of reverse
swing to his advantage to dismiss
Rizwan when it mattered most. But
pace makes a difference even in
the art of reverse swing. “We know
how special he is and how quick
he is. Along with that, the skill is
developing slowly. I enjoyed that,
and the way the oppositions were
worried, that felt good.”
Eventually, not just Rana,
Bangladesh too experienced a shift
in Test mentality. Pace at home, not
only away, and an ability to change
things quickly, even within a spell.

f they bowl
at Rana, they
takeit. I

wl bouncers
ause I don’t
want to face bouncers at
that pace... Now we can
reply in kind and that
intent is good; we have
that bowling strength
now.

Bangladesh captain NAJMUL
HOSSAIN SHANTO

Nahid’s quality is
obviously there and he
bowled well according to
his plans. But for us, it’s
disappointing because
at that stage, if the two
set batsmen could have
batted a bit longer, maybe
we could have taken the
game towards a draw.

Pakistan captain SHAN
MASOOD

SCORES IN BRIEF

Bangladesh: 1st innings 413 &
2nd innings 240-9 (dec) (Shanto 87,
Mominul 56, Miraz 24; Hasan 3-52,
Noman 3-76)

Pakistan: 1st innings 386 & 2nd
innings: 163 all out (Fazal 66, Salman
26; Rana 5-40, Taskin 2-40, Taijul
2-22)

Result: Bangladesh won by 104
runs

Player of the match: Najmul
Hossain Shanto
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Mohammedan forward Sourav Dewan (R) celebrates with captain Muzaffarov following his second goal which 3.
helped his side to a 2-1 win against Brothers Union in their Federation Cup second qualifier match at the Shaheed
Dhirendranath Datta Stadium in Cumilla yesterday. The win booked Mohammedan a place in the final against

defending champions Bashundhara Kings.

City ‘still ighting’
for PL tite
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Arsenal’s late win over West Ham United on Sunday to go five points clear
at the top of the Premier League table did not put any extra pressure on
second-placed Manchester City, Pep Guardiola said.

Guardiola’s side, who are on 74 points and have played a game less,
must hope for Arsenal to drop points, as a win over Crystal Palace on
Wednesday will still leave them two points behind, with two matches left.

“Same one as two days, three days, four days ago,” Guardiola told
reporters on Tuesday, when asked about the pressure on his side.

“What I've learned from my career as a manager is,
what you cannot control, forget about it. To do better - _,
what you have not done better this season. To /
arrive in better position to fight for the Premier

League, that we are still fighting.”

Guardiola said he expected Palace to be a
difficult team to beat, despite the 15th-placed |
side being winless in their last four top-flight

games.

against Rayo Vallecano on May 27.

“Maybe struggling a bit in the Premier League with a lot of changes.
Manager (Oliver Glasner) is leaving... and maybe they were not consistent,

but the quality is there.”

Palace are also set to play Arsenal in the final game of their Premier
League campaign, three days before the Conference League final.

City face Chelsea in the FA Cup final on Saturday, still in the running for
a domestic treble after winning the League Cup earlier this season.

“They have a European final,” he said, referring \\\
to Palace’s upcoming Conference League final
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Ref, whistle, pen .

In the 2018 FIFA World Cup in
Russia, the referees awarded
a total of 29 penalties -- the
highest in a single edition of
the tournament. The most
recent World Cup in 2022
in Qatar saw 23 penalties.
Before that, the 1998 France

P World Cup and the 2022
o World Cup held in Japan
and South Korea each had 18
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‘Messi in World Cups: The
astonishing numbers’
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