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Trump brushes
aside Taiwan
concerns ahead
of Xi meet

AFP, Washington

President Donald Trump
said Monday he was ready
to discuss US arms sales
to Taiwan during his visit
this week to Beijing, as he
suggested  his  personal
chemistry with counterpart
Xi Jinping would prevent
a Chinese invasion of the
island.

The White House said
Trump will bring along top
US executives including
his former nemesis Flon
Musk and Apple’s Tim
Cook for a trip expected
to focus heavily on the US
president’s hopes to ramp
up trade.

China said it hoped to
achieve greater stability
between the world’s two
largest economies during
the visit lasting today

through Friday, the first by
a US president since Trump
went in 2017.

Asked if US should keep

selling weapons to Taiwan,
a key irritant for Beijing,
Trump did not answer
directly but said: “I'm going
to have that discussion with
President Xi.”

“President Xi would like
us not to, and I'll have that
discussion. That’s one of the
many things I'll be talking
about,” he said, speaking to
reporters in the Oval Office.

Trump, after referencing

Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine, said of Taiwan, “I
don’t think it'll happen.”

‘I think well be

fine. T have a very good
relationship with President
Xi. He knows I don’t want
that to happen,” he said.

But Trump also noted
that the US was “very, very
far away” compared with
China.
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10 killed in Pak
market blast

A massive blast at a crowded market in northwestern
Pakistan killed 10 people and wounded dozens more
yesterday, the emergency services agency said, as
the latest attack in the region threatens to reignite
fighting with neighbouring Afghanistan.

The bomb blast at the crowded Naurang Bazar
in Lakki Marwat caused panic on the streets, as
people rushed to help the wounded and emergency
vehicles raced to the site. Visuals from the scene
showed damaged shopfronts and a mangled

Lakki Marwat Deputy Commissioner Hameedullah
Khan issued a statement saying that at least 10 people
were martyred. He said that, as per initial reports,
terrorists had planted explosives in a rickshaw, reports

The attack follows a car bombing followed by an
ambush at a police post in the nearby Bannu district
on Saturday that killed 15 police officers.

Pakistan blamed Afghanistan-based militants for
the weekend attack and delivered a strong protest to
Kabul. The Afghan Taliban administration yesterday
rejected allegations that militants based on Afghan
soil were behind the weekend attack in Bannu.

The United Nations reported yesterday that at least
372 Afghan civilians were killed in conflict between
government forces and Pakistan in the first three
months of the year, with more than half the deaths
attributed to airstrikes on a drug rehab facility in

A firefighter works to extinguish a blaze after a Russian airstrike in Ukraine’s Dnipro region yesterday. Officials said Russia launched more
than 200 drones overnight, hours after a US-mediated ceasefire expired.

‘Misleading, sensationalised’

Pakistan on report claiming it is shielding Iran jets from US strikes

DAWN ONLINE

Pakistan’s Foreign Office (FO) yesterday
termed a report by an American media outlet
claiming that Islamabad “quietly allowed”
Iranian military aircraft to park on its
airfields while playing the role of a mediator
in the Middle East conflict as “misleading and

sensationalised”.

Citing US officials, CBS News had alleged

thatdaysafter USPresident Trump announced

the ceasefire with Iran in early April, Tehran
sent multiple aircraft to the Nur Khan Air
Base. “Among the military hardware was an
Iranian Air Force RC-130, a reconnaissance
and intelligence-gathering variant of the
Lockheed C-130 Hercules tactical transport
aircraft,” the report claimed.

In a response issued yesterday, the FO said,
“Pakistan categorically rejects the CBS News
report regarding the presence of Iranian
aircraft at Nur Khan Airbase as misleading and

Scientists create

self-destructing
‘living plastic’

INDEPENDENT CO.UK

Chlnese scientists have developed a “living plastic”
that self-destructs on command without creating
microplastics, an advance that could help reduce the
increasing burden of non-biodegradable waste.

Many plastic products today are designed for single use
and the material can persist in the environment for years.

The “living plastic” contains microbes that release plastic-
degrading enzymes and can be activated on command.

Panic grips
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were reported  missing
and presumed dead after a
farmhouse was reduced to
rubble.

Milon identified the two
Bangladeshis as  Shuvo
Kumar Das of Satkhira and
Karim Sheikh of Narsingdi.

Anowar Hossain, first
secretary at the Bangladesh
Embassy, said the two men
had been staying at the
farmhouse  where they
worked. “We have not
been able to visit the site
yet because we are still
awaiting permission from
the local administration,
but we suspect they have
been killed and that their

bodies remain trapped
under the rubble.”
“We've repeatedly

advised our people not to
stay in southern Lebanon
and relocate to safer arcas
in the north because of the
war. In fact, many of them
had already moved out of
the area,” he added.

Milon said some, however,
may have returned under
the impression of a ceasefire
or at employers’ urges.

Leaders of the
community estimate 400-
500 Bangladeshis may
still be living in Nabatieh,
though many are expected
to move north after
Monday’s strikes.

Earlier, on April 8,
another Bangladeshi
national, Dipali Begum of
Faridpur, was Kkilled in an
Israeli air strike in Beirut.

According to Reuters,
Lebanon’s health ministry
reported 74 deaths in
Israeli strikes in the three
days leading up to May 11,
despite a truce announced
last month between Israel
and Hezbollah.

At least 2,869 people,
including medics, women,
and children, have been
killed since March 2, the
ministry said.

ThelnternationalRescue
Committee says more than
one million people across
Lebanon, including over
300,000 children, have
been displaced, with the
humanitarian situation
worsening daily.

Bangladeshi community

leaders  estimate  that
around 3,000 of the
country’s 100,000

migrants in Lebanon have
been displaced, and many
have lost jobs.

Anowar said the embassy
has been providing food
assistance to Bangladeshis
in need and maintaining
regular  communication
through  Facebook and
WhatsApp groups.

He also said that at
the  embassy’s  request,
the Lebanese authorities
had waived fines for
undocumented Bangladeshis
seeking to return home.

“So far, around 300
people have registered
to return to Bangladesh.
Hopefully, they will begin
{lying home within the
next two weeks,” he said.

sensationalised. Such speculative narratives
appear aimed at undermining ongoing efforts
for regional stability and peace.”

“Following the ceasefire and during
the initial round of the Islamabad Talks, a
number of aircraft from Iran and the US
arrived in Pakistan to facilitate the movement
of diplomatic personnel, security teams and
administrative stafl associated with the talks
process,” it said.

The FO said some aircraft and support

PHOTO: AFP

personnel remained temporarily in Pakistan
in “anticipation of subsequent rounds of
engagement.

“Although formal negotiations have not yet
resumed, senior-level diplomatic exchanges
have continued. In this context, visits by the
Iranian foreign minister to Islamabad were
facilitated through the existing logistical and
administrative arrangements,” it said.

“The Iranian aircraft currently parked in
Pakistan arrived during the ceasefire period
and bear no linkage whatsoever to any military
contingency... Assertions suggesting otherwise
are speculative, misleading, and entirely
detached from the factual context,” the FO said.

The CBS report comes after its new boss,
Bari Weiss, ousted a veteran bureau chief
following tensions over coverage of the
Middle East, bringing in a new foreign editor
who, according to sources, “is more aligned
with Weiss’s pro-Israel agenda”, The Guardian

reported last month.

I think we can review
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continue.

Zahed said he has
discussed the issue with
the prime minister.

“We are reviewing the
agreement  within  the
government. It is a very
strong agreement and we
understand the impact if
it is cancelled, as well as
the context in which it was
signed. However, we can
consider revisiting certain
areas that we believe may
be detrimental to the state.
We would like to enter
negotiations with them.”

Cancelling it may again
create complications
in bilateral relations or
reciprocal tariffs.

Responding to another
question, he said there
are different types of
agreements, including
contracts and memoranda
of understanding (MoUs).

“Some agreements are
legally binding. In many

cases, the legal bindings are
so strict that leaving them
can be more harmful than
staying.”

A democratically elected
government takes multiple
factors into account in
such decisions, he said.

The government will
form an investigation
committee involving
international organisations
to probe the ongoing
measles vaccine crisis in
the country, Zahed said.

Describing the current
measles situation as a
disaster, he said he had
personally spoken with
Prime Minister Tarique
Rahman regarding the
vaccine shortage.

Not only Bangladesh but
also several international
organisations are expected
to be involved in the probe.

Vaccination activities
are ongoing, but building a
strong community response
will take time, he said.
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