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Trump brushes
aside Taiwan
concerns ahead
of Xi meet

AFP, Washington

President Donald Trump
said Monday he was ready
to discuss US arms sales
to Taiwan during his visit
this week to Beijing, as he
suggested his  personal
chemistry with counterpart
Xi Jinping would prevent
a Chinese invasion of the
island.

The White House said
Trump will bring along top
US executives including
his former nemesis Flon
Musk and Apple’s Tim
Cook for a trip expected
to focus heavily on the US
president’s hopes to ramp
up trade.

China said it hoped to
achieve greater stability
between the world’'s two
largest economies during
the visit lasting today

through Friday, the first by
a US president since Trump
went in 2017.

Asked if US should keep

selling weapons to Taiwan,
a key irritant for Beijing,

Trump did not answer
directly but said: “I'm going
to have that discussion with
President Xi.”

“President Xi would like
us not to, and I'll have that
discussion. That’s one of the
many things I'll be talking
about,” he said, speaking to
reporters in the Oval Office.

Trump, after referencing

Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine, said of Taiwan, “I
don’t think it'll happen.”

‘I~ think well be

fine. T have a very good
relationship with President
Xi. He knows I don’t want
that to happen,” he said.

But Trump also noted
that the US was “very, very
far away” compared with
China.

Pakistan’s Foreign Office (FO) yesterday
termed a report by an American media outlet
claiming that Islamabad “quietly allowed”
Iranian military aircraft to park on its
airfields while playing the role of a mediator
in the Middle East conflict as “misleading and
sensationalised”.

Citing US officials, CBS News had alleged
thatdaysafter USPresident Trump announced
the ceasefire with Iran in early April, Tehran
sent multiple aircraft to the Nur Khan Air
Base. “Among the military hardware was an
Iranian Air Force RC-130, a reconnaissance
and intelligence-gathering variant of the
Lockheed C-130 Hercules tactical transport
aircraft,” the report claimed.

In a response issued yesterday, the FO said,
“Pakistan categorically rejects the CBS News
report regarding the presence of Iranian
aircraft at Nur Khan Airbase as misleading and

sensationalised. Such speculative narratives
appear aimed at undermining ongoing efforts
for regional stability and peace.”

“Following the ceasefire and during
the initial round of the Islamabad Talks, a
number of aircraft from Iran and the US
arrived in Pakistan to facilitate the movement
of diplomatic personnel, security teams and
administrative staff associated with the talks
process,” it said.

The FO said some aircraft and support

A firefighter works to extinguish a blaze after a Russian airstrike in Ukraine’s Dnipro region yesterday. Officials said Russia launched more
than 200 drones overnight, hours after a US-mediated ceasefire expired.

‘Misleading, sensationalised’

Pakistan on report claiming it is shielding Iran jets from US strikes

DAWN ONLINE

PHOTO: AFP

personnel remained temporarily in Pakistan
in “anticipation of subsequent rounds of
engagement.

“Although formal negotiations have not yet
resumed, senior-level diplomatic exchanges
have continued. In this context, visits by the
Iranian foreign minister to Islamabad were
facilitated through the existing logistical and
administrative arrangements,” it said.

“The Iranian aircraft currently parked in
Pakistan arrived during the ceasefire period
and bear no linkage whatsoever to any military
contingency... Assertions suggesting otherwise
are speculative, misleading, and entirely
detached from the factual context,” the FO said.

The CBS report comes after its new boss,
Bari Weiss, ousted a veteran bureau chief
following tensions over coverage of the
Middle East, bringing in a new foreign editor
who, according to sources, “is more aligned
with Weiss’s pro-Israel agenda”, The Guardian
reported last month.

WEST BENGAL

TMC slams BIJP,
EC over ex-CEQ’s
appointment as

chiel secretary

AGENCIES

Days after conceding a major defeat in West
Bengal, the Mamata Banerjee-led Trinamool
Congress has launched a sharp attack on the
newly formed BJP government in the state over
the appointment of former chief electoral officer
Manoj Agarwal as chief secretary.

The opposition party termed the move
“shameless” and questioned the neutrality of the
election process.

The TMC highlighted that Agarwal, who
oversaw the recently concluded assembly elections
in West Bengal as the Election Commission’s top
state official, has now been appointed to the
highest bureaucratic post in the BJP-led state
government.

Trinamool Congress leader Saket Gokhale wrote
on X: “Chief Electoral Officer Manoj Aggarwal,
who conducted the West Bengal election for the
EC, has been appointed chief secretary of Bengal
by the new BJP Govt.

“BJP & ECI are now being open about stealing
the election. “Are the courts BLIND or COMPLICIT?
This is beyond shameless.”

The announcement was made after the first
cabinet meeting of the Suvendu Adhikari-led
government in West Bengal.

HANTAVIRUS EVACUATION
‘Our work is not
over’: WHO chief

AFP, Madrid
World Health Organization chief Tedros Adhanom
Ghebreyesus said yesterday “our work is not over”
to contain hantavirus after evacuations from a
cruise ship hit by a deadly outbreak
of the illness.
The fate of the MV Hondius
has sparked international
alarm after three passengers
died in an outbreak of the rare
virus, for which no vaccines or
specific treatments exist.
Yet health officials have
stressed that the global public
health risk is low and rejected
comparisons to the start of the
Covid-19 pandemic.
“There is no sign that we are seeing the start
of a larger outbreak,” Tedros told a joint news
conference with Spanish Prime Minister Pedro.

10 killed, dozens
hurt in blast at

Pakistan market

UN says over 370 Afghans
killed in Pakistan conlflict in
first 3 months of this year

AGENCIES

A massive blast at a crowded market in northwestern
Pakistan killed 10 people and wounded dozens more
yesterday, the emergency services agency said, as the
latest attack in the region threatens to reignite fighting
with neighbouring Afghanistan.

The bomb blast at the crowded Naurang Bazar in
Lakki Marwat caused panic on the streets, as people
rushed to help the wounded and emergency vehicles
raced to the site. Visuals from the scene showed
damaged shopfronts and a mangled vehicle.

Lakki Marwat Deputy Commissioner Hameedullah
Khan issued a statement saying that at least 10 people
were martyred. He said that, as per initial reports,
terrorists had planted explosives in a rickshaw, reports
Dawn online.

The attack follows a car bombing followed by an
ambush at a police post in the nearby Bannu district
on Saturday that killed 15 police officers.

Pakistan blamed Afghanistan-based militants for
the weekend attack and delivered a strong protest to
Kabul. The Afghan Taliban administration yesterday
rejected allegations that militants based on Afghan
soil were behind the weekend attack in Bannu.

The United Nations reported yesterday that at least
372 Afghan civilians were Kkilled in conflict between
government forces and Pakistan in the first three
months of the year, with more than hall the deaths
attributed to airstrikes on a drug rehab facility in Kabul.

The two countries engaged in their worst fighting in
years in February after Islamabad launched airstrikes
on Kabul, saying it was targeting militant strongholds
used to orchestrate attacks on Pakistan. The Taliban
has denied harbouring militants and said militancy in
Pakistan is an internal problem, reports Reuters.

4‘4 |

Housetull
= Appliance

,".;_, Any One
Applionce Free

Guaranteed
Discount

“(RETATEE WY - Atiares fawma e
u Karnaphuli Gas Distribution Company Limited

(A Company of Petrobangla)
137/A, CDA Avenue, Sholoshahar, Chattogram.

WIAF A= o, 05, oo 595,00, 000, pb-bridb

“wieirai ) ﬁr@ls‘lﬂmﬁ!ﬂ!mﬁ'ﬂ. HAt s ﬁumﬂmmmmﬁhﬁ

st IR AR

it A=, Aaw a7 wrfem
e BECIURE R T]
CFiF-09e5-b3358, WIH-09¢-LBdhs,

Email: serhdsirajganj@gmail comeeshid@rhd gov.bd

wifddi sbjodizons M

oy S R TSR 2o 30 —goak (S0 W)

Frarasin s1ge [ASITE AU =i - TRgs (47-800) WIS AUTHORT cnTa
Fpsfiy @ wyon® i srevwom e e yfau srafre (Aefern Fararmm o
'I’Il'i-la,mab(m“nmmm #TA wher (o0 wigi) |

S04} = T (et )

Tt 2,000,00 (*iir wrea G WA

TTAl GUA S0%, TWIN = GFE 9 + B¥D T0AA 0% SIC + GFS A |
o%, WY WL Py wrenm e e, e Fem, Frree
7 SR Tt cetdieTs i et Fos g

wofodiaots T3 wifE MR B: oo wiE)

abjod/aob TRE ST G 54 a0 A0S

oY diE MuCTe, [WIRaA SWA, S)6 [raws Sud, WIEN STaEuea, XA Wy
LR ST wifrew s (W et e e e st
A ween ey el o T e @ TifNem oW SRETny W)
TR wiereEn el el Frafiee Tertn cende wifem ove
TSI el e S

o | TeeiEe ST, AT GTa ST, Ty e ST, o, me, |
frapiy, ww v, cowrls, o/ FEE SoPri oW s ety Pamets
FerEEET e B el s - s S (rew), WS-
s Bmer B o wrdeo)

W) (AT ST, F O, AyE (81, [TATATm | ™) CureT ST, [ATATSE

WA (AT SCE, a0 IR A S0, AT |
wifiet:  wesrzeys S
AW Yoo WbEN

e-Tender Notice anl | e CRIe A At
L I . . . . . oyl | Weiwia
I'his is 1o notify for all concerned that the following Intemational Tender has been published through e-
GP portal: =T 1% = -
Sl Tender Descriptio Tender Tender Last Date T'ender Tender o8] | W eI -R HSET qry
D nol Publicatio Document & Time for | Closing Opening o1 | BwrAl GG WiNlTE
Goods n Date & Last Selling I'ender Date & Date &
lime Date & Time .."\'i'f.:l.ll'll;r' lime lime YRR =
Submission o TR
0l. | 1266205 |Procurement | 13.05.2026 | 06.07.2026 07.07.2026 |07.07.2026 (07.07.2026 oAl | TR WAOE TE o |
of Different 10:00 16:00 14:00 15:00 15:00 NIFGR ety MR 8 e
. o] | WEETEAR S currEry
I'ypes, Sizes Regtalih
& Capacitics
of Turbine
Siis Mrcs i
g E ; i ; oo R WO Wl e e
This is an online tender, where only e-Tender will be accepted in the National e-GP portal and no
offline'hard copies will be accepted. The interested person/firms/supplier may visit the web site
www.eprocure.gov.bd to get details of the tender. o | Wem A e S |
I'o submil e-Tender, registration in the National ¢-GP system poral (hitp://www.eprocure.gov.bd) is b1 | BwiE cRibeA cdmid W,
required. The lees for downloading the e-Tender documents from the National e-GP system portal have wili © 7
to be deposited online through any registered bank's branches, Further information and guidelines are
available in the National e-GP portal and from e-GiP help desk (helpdeskéeprocure.gov.bd).
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(Md. Farugque Hossain)
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