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Four children 
drown in Noakhali 
in two days
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Noakhali

Four children drowned in Hatiya and Kabirhat 
upazilas of Noakhali in the last two days.

Yesterday, two children, Niha, 3, and Jannat, 5, 
drowned in a rainwater-filled pit in Narottampur 
union of Kabirhat upazila.

Doctors declared them dead at Noakhali General 
Hospital, said Kabirhat Police Station OC Nizam 
Uddin Bhuiyan.

In Hatiya, Nusrat Begum Mariam, 5, of 
Charloitra village drowned in a pond beside 
her house. Family members recovered her body 
around 11:00am.

A day earlier, the body of Saimun, 4, of Sonadia 
union was found floating in a pond. Relatives said 
the child had been missing since Saturday.

Hatia Police Station OC Kabir Hossain said the 
incidents were accidental. Police visited the spots, 
but no complaints were filed by the families.

EC to add madrasa, 
advanced degrees 
to NID database
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Election Commission (EC) is set to introduce 
major changes to the education section of the 
National Identity (NID) registration form, allowing 
citizens to specify madrasa qualifications as well 
as advanced academic degrees.

Officials at the EC’s NID wing said registrants 
currently can only select broad education levels 
such as secondary, higher secondary, bachelor’s 
or master’s. Under the proposed changes, 
madrasa qualifications including Dakhil, Alim, 
Fazil, Kamil and Dawrae Hadith will be recognised 
separately.

Advanced academic and professional 
qualifications such as BSc (Engineering), MBBS, 
MS/MD, MPhil and PhD will also be included in 
the database.

Md Saiful Islam, director (Operations) of the 
NID wing, said the move is aimed at reflecting 
citizens’ educational and professional identities 
more accurately.

“A person spends years earning a degree, yet 
our database did not reflect it specifically. Now we 
plan to add higher education degrees in line with 
professional identity,” he said.

He said the initiative, now at a preliminary 
stage, would be formalised through legal and 
regulatory processes.

Heavy rain likely 
in 3 divisions: BMD
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Bangladesh Meteorological Department (BMD) 
forecasted heavy to very heavy rainfall in Rangpur, 
Mymensingh, and Sylhet divisions over the next 72 
hours from 10:00am yesterday.

Thundercloud formation is likely to continue 
across the country, which may trigger heavy to very 
heavy rainfall in parts of the three divisions during 
the period, according to a special bulletin issued by 
the BMD.

The weather office also warned that temporary 
waterlogging may occur in some areas of Sylhet 
division due to the expected rainfall.

S DILIP ROY, Lalmonirhat

In remote Tipar Bazar village under 
Lalmonirhat’s Aditmari upazila, 
evenings that were once quiet and dark 
are now filled with poetry recitations, 
songs and lively discussions.

At the centre of this change is 
Sarpukur Jubo Forum Pathagar, 
which has grown from a modest 
library room into a vibrant centre of 
cultural and social activities.

The transformation has been led 
by Jamal Hossain, 23, a postgraduate 
student in Dhaka. He started the 
library with a few friends in 2014 with 
just 10 books in a tin-roofed room 
furnished with old chairs and 
tables.

Over the years, 
the collection has 
grown to more than 
15,000 books.

In 2020, Jamal 
also launched 
an initiative 
to encourage 
reading by 
placing books in 
barbershops in his 
village.

“Our Barbershop 
Library initiative has 
now spread across the 
country. Readers’ response has been 
overwhelming, and the demand for 
new books keeps growing,” Jamal said.

For promoting reading habits 
and community engagement, Jamal 
received the National Youth Award 
last year. He has also received several 
national and local honours.

The library has also undergone 
renovation, carried out at a cost of 
Tk 30 lakh. It now runs in a concrete 
building equipped with bookshelves, 
computers, laptops, lighting and 
space for cultural programmes.

Shaheen Hussain, director of Robin 

Printing and Package Limited in 
Dhaka, contributed nearly 90 percent 
of the renovation cost after learning 
about the initiative through a report 
published in The Daily Star. The local 
administration also provided support.

The library now hosts regular 
cultural programmes, including 
poetry recitations, debates, music 
sessions and reading circles. Young 
people also receive training in music, 
art and computer skills.

College student Niramoy Kumar 
Roy said the library has become an 
important part of students’ lives.

“We have access to different 
books and newspapers here. We 

also practise music, art and 
computers, and organise 

debates ourselves. 
It’s helping us grow 

intellectually,” he 
said.

S c h o o l g o e r 
Asha Akter and 
retired college 
teacher Sunil 
Kumar Sutradhar 

echoed the same 
sentiment.

The library now 
has several hundred 

members and attracts 
visitors from different walks of 

life, including students, farmers and 
homemakers.

Farmer Abdul Kader said he often 
reads books on agriculture at the library 
to learn modern farming techniques.

Jamal said his goal remains 
simple: to spread reading habits in 
rural communities and transform 
Tipar Bazar and nearby villages into 
“reading villages” with bookshelves in 
every home.

“Books free us from darkness,” 
Jamal said. “I want every boy and girl 
in this village to read for at least some 
time every day.”

Youth turns 
village library 

into cultural hub

A city corporation worker conducts fogging in Khulna city to curb dengue and other mosquito-borne diseases amid rising mosquito infestation 
during the rainy season. The photo was taken in the Bastuhara area yesterday.
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MOHSIN MILON, Benapole

A newly-built Tk 38 crore facility at 
Chowgachha Upazila Health Complex 
in Jashore remains largely unused 
for lack of approval, even as patients 
continue to crowd the corridors of the 
existing 50-bed hospital.

Although a six-storey building 
expanded the health complex from 50 
to 100 beds in 2023, the authorities 
have yet to receive official approval to 
operate it fully.

Around 1,000 to 1,250 patients receive 
treatment at the outpatient department 
every day. Many of them come from 
neighbouring upazilas, including 
Moheshpur, Jhikargachha, Kotchandpur, 
Kaliganj, Sharsha, and Jashore Sadar.

Hospital authorities said staff 
shortages, inadequate infrastructure 
and lack of rest facilities for them are 
affecting healthcare services.

Only 24 of the 32 sanctioned doctor 
posts are currently filled. Several 
key posts, including ENT specialist, 
dermatologist, orthopaedic surgeon, 
assistant surgeon and pathologist, have 
remained vacant for years. There is no 
ultrasonologist, while many health 
assistant posts also remain vacant.

Of the 221 sanctioned posts for 
officials and employees, only 134 are 
filled. The post of resident medical 
officer is vacant, while only one midwife 
is working against eight approved 
posts. All four medical technologist 
(pharmacist) posts are also vacant.

As a result, many patients leave 
without proper treatment, while others 
are referred to Jashore General Hospital. 
The understaffed pathology department 
also forces many patients to rely on 
private diagnostic centres for tests.

Mozammel Haque from Singhjuli 
village said he had been waiting for over 
two hours for his blood test report.

“I cannot afford to get the test done 
at a private clinic,” he said.

Dr Suraiya Parvin, an emergency 
medical officer, said she handles 

gynaecology and obstetrics cases while 
also performing ultrasonography.

Upazila Health and Family Planning 
Officer Dr Md Ahsanul Mizan Rumi 
said the facility had repeatedly sought 
approval from the relevant authorities 
but received no response.

“Without administrative approval, 
there is no allocation for furniture, staff 
or budget,” he said.

Jashore Civil Surgeon Masud Khan 
said they recently wrote to the ministry 
about the shortages and were seeking 
approval to begin operations.

HEALTH COMPLEX IN JASHORE

New hospital building 
stuck in approval delay


