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Imports trom US
double in Jan-Apr

Growth in export to America
remains marginal

MOHAMMAD SUMAN
Imports from the US have more than doubled in the first four months
of the year, as Bangladesh scrambles to shrink the bilateral trade deficit.

Bangladesh imported goods worth Tk 19,104 crore from the US
during January-April, up 101 percent from Tk 9,535 crore a year earlier,
according to National Board of Revenue (NBR) data.

Exports to the US in the same period grew by just 3.32 percent to Tk
35,462 crore.

State-owned oil, gas, and minerals corporation Petrobangla, the
Directorate General of Food (DG Food), and national flag carrier Biman
Bangladesh Airlines accounted for 38 percent of the sum.

Govt to probe
measles deaths

9 more children die;
death toll now 352

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The government has launched an
investigation to determine whether
negligence was a factor in the measles
deaths and, if so, who is responsible,
said Health Secretary Quamruzzaman
Chowdhury yesterday.

“Everything that is usually done in an
investigation will be done -- you will be
able to see it,” he said while replying to
reporters’ queries at a roundtable styled
‘Measles Outbreak: What Should Be
Done to Get Rid Of’.

Asked about details on the
investigation, he said he cannot say much
as the probe is ongoing.

“Have confidence in us. We are not

An eight-month-old baby cries on his father’s shoulder while receiving treatment for measles at the DNCC Covid
The surge in imports reflects commitments Dedicated Hospital in the capital’s Mohakhali. He has been admitted there for six days. Nine more children died of
made by the interim government to narrow measles and measles-like symptoms yesterday. PHOTO: MEHEDI HASAN SEE PAGE 9 COL 1
the trade gap during negotiations for the
Agreement on Reciprocal Trade with the Office

TR f™ wonacup  BNP grassroots to  Woman, three
for the quiz ministers daughters among

Market insiders said the surge in imports reflects commitments made Super rlCh . 1 ‘ li ’ ﬁve I l Iurdered
by the interim government to narrow the trade gap during negotiations Final match Tarlque rolls out par ty par lament ’
for the Agreement on Reciprocal Trade (ART) with the Office of the . 1 .
o S Represerr)ltative (USTRg_ ) ticket Tk 28cr asks leaders to ready for upazila polls Husband, prime accused, on the run
Talks on the deal began mid-2025, and the ART was signed on ATIQUE ANAM SAJJAD HOSSAIN OUR CORRESPONDENT, Gazipur
February 9, only three dayg before the NAUIONAL CLECLION. | i eeceteetestes et e e et e s e saesteste st et e seesessessessassestestesaesaesaesassansensentententeseasansansensensensessessssassenss  oeoieteeteseesesseseeseesensensenteseeseaseateseneeseeseateseneeneeseaseateneeseeseaseateneesensensens
“Concerns over an agreement signed shortly before the national When the FIFA World The BNP has taken an initiative to make ministers accountable not The bodies of five members of a family, including three
election are quite natural,” said Muinul Islam, former economics Cup was held in only in parliament but also before the party’s grassroots leaders, children, were found with their throats slit at their
professor at the Chittagong University. Qatar four years ago, party sources said. house in Gazipur’s Kapasia upazila yesterday morning.
However, doubt shrouds the future of the deal as the US Supreme Mymensingh  native The move came at a day-long views-exchange meeting at the The deceased were identified as Sharmin, 35; her
Court scrapped President Donald Trump’s reciprocal tariffs on Partha Sarathee Ghosh Krishibid Institution Bangladesh auditorium in the capital’s three daughters -- Mim, 16, Maria, 8, and Faria, 2 - and
February 20. SEE PAGE 2 COL 1 Khamarbari area yesterday, where BNP Chairman and Prime her brother, Rasul, 22.
SEE PAGE 2 COL 1 SEE PAGE 5 COL 3 SEE PAGE 9 COL 4
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2killedin BSF - Suvendu sworn in il

firing along . o o
Bbaria border A chief minister
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Brahmanbaria

T Bangladeshl """ men THE STATESMAN IGIE3ED ﬁ‘l@gﬂ% 3 HHIG Id P, ﬁa'[ sPSq wid W -4d

irym!ucl(i.rhggcofltlege Sludsnt, BJP leader Suvendu Adhikari vyesterday took GATFHIA
were kifled alter members his oath as the chief minister of West Bengal,

of India’s Border Security becoming the state’s first BJP chief minister since
Force (BSF) opened fire independence and marking a historic political aaigil MGZII
along the border in Kasba it i i

shift in Bengal after decades of regional party
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upazila of Brahmanbaria dominance.
late Friday night. Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi attended

The incident marks the grand swearing-in ceremony held at Kolkata’s
the second fatal border Brigade Parade Ground amid massive security
shooting by the BSF in the arrangements and the presence of senior BJP
last 30 days. leaders, party workers and supporters from across

The  victims  were the state. hﬂ?laﬂma
identified as Md Morsalin, dﬁ?ll(eagi ofdthe ceremony, eI 2BIe ) (@i’f"ll Voo, a’TEalf'ﬁII
20, of Dhajanagar village, Adhikari  described  the i X (Gl STead faoa fadifow a3
and Nobir Hossain, 40, of moment as the beglnn}ng 20215-2029 &E[ vadi O QG' ’
Madhupur village. Morsalin of a new chapter for West
was a second-year student Bengal. . .
at  Gopinathpur  Alhaj In.a Bost on social media,
Shah Alam Degree College ~ Desaid, “Today marks theend [0 -‘ “ “
and was preparing for his of decades of misrule and |~

the beginning of a ‘Double
Engine’ era of development,
peace, and prosperity. The

upcoming HSC exams, said
family members.
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E&?&aiizol;&[g;gidﬁgf; Legislature Party leader was made by Union Home -

» accord Minister Amit Shah, who served as the party’s _

press relea_se signed by BGB Central Observer for the leadership election. Sthh : ﬂﬂ] PH mmm ~-Ad AP
60 Battalion Commander chaired a meeting of newly elected BJP legislators . ; m 3 m
Lt Col SM Shariful Islam. in Kolkata a day before the ceremony. j = N i

A group of about 15 Adhikari emerged as one of the BJP’s central - . e |
Bangladeshis  trespassed faces in the Assembly elections and delivered a
nearly 200 yards into the major political blow to the Trinamool Congress
Indian territory around by defeating outgoing Chief Minister Mamata
11:00pm on Friday for Banerjee from the Bhabanipur constituency by / . l A
“smuggling purposes”. more than 15,000 votes. He had contested from 1 x 3 )

As they were returning both Nandigram and Bhabanipur during the polls. . = [ WITH PLASTIC SINCE 1965
to Bangladesh, a patrol The BJP secured a sweeping victory in the 2026 - ' M
team from the BSF 49 West Bengal Assembly elections, winning 207 seats - ) % di2 HEJW, M m

SEE PAGE 2 COL 6 in the 294-member Assembly. PHOTO ON PAGE 5



