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Smoke rises from the site of an Israeli airstrike on the southern Lebanese village of al-Halloussiyah yesterday.
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No buses for 18 lakh residents of Khulna
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launched five double-
deckers on city routes but 
took them off the road 
after a while in the face 
of opposition from three-
wheeler drivers’ unions.

“It is unfortunate that 
a divisional city of 1.8 
million people doesn’t 
have any public bus. How 
will students and low-
income people move?” 
said Gauranga Nandy, 
vice-president of Sachetan 
Nagarik Committee 
(Committee of Concerned 
Citizens), a grassroots-level 
watchdog established by 
TIB. “We don’t want luxury. 
We want a transport system 
that is affordable for all,” he 
added.

Abdul Gaffer Biswas, 

president of Khulna 
District Bus Owners 
Association, said that key 
city points such as Boikali, 
Notun Rasta intersection, 
Daulatpur, Phulbari Gate, 
and Shiromoni have long 
been occupied by drivers of 
three-wheelers.

In the past, whenever 
buses attempted to pick 
up passengers from these 
points, auto-rickshaw 
drivers often tried to 
bar them, leading to 
confrontation and even 
tussle. This persistent 
obstruction created an 
unfavourable environment 
for bus operators, 
discouraging them from 
continuing services, said 
Biswas, also a former 
lawmaker. 

Pointing to a lack of a 
clear government policy, 
he said, “The bus service 
could have survived 
if certain routes were 
designated only for city 
buses. We are still willing 
to relaunch the service if 
the authorities cooperate… 
During elections, we heard 
promises regarding city 
transport services, but 
no initiative has yet been 
taken.”

A city corporation 
official said that though 
there were discussions 
on many occasions about 
reintroducing city bus 
services, no steps were 
taken to this effect. One of 
the biggest obstacles was 
political. 

Some of the local 

political leaders with 
close ties to three-wheeler 
drivers’ unions resisted 
moves to reintroduce bus 
services, said the official 
who has been working at 
the city corporation for 
over 17 years.

Contacted, Khulna City 
Corporation Administrator 
Nazrul Islam Monju said 
initiatives are underway to 
relaunch city bus services. 

He said they are 
considering the 
introduction of electric 
buses as a viable option.

The city corporation 
is working on a range of 
measures to improve traffic 
management, and the 
relaunch of bus services 
is part of its phased plan, 
Nazrul added.

Editorial autonomy key to investigative
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the role of the owner and 
the role of the editor,” he 
said.

Pointing out that 
corrupt individuals often 
hold key government 
positions and provide major 
advertisements, he added, 
“The person who will absorb 
that pressure is the editor.”

He lamented that 
editorial institutions have 
not grown in Bangladesh 
due to politicisation 
of media. To bring 
accountability to the 
industry, he announced 
that the Editors’ Council 
is drafting two separate 
codes of conduct -- one 
for editors and another for 
media owners.

I f t e k h a r u z z a m a n , 
executive director of 
Transparency International 
Bangladesh (TIB), alleged 
that some “well-known 
journalists” were involved 
in instigating the attacks 
on the offices of The Daily 
Star and Prothom Alo on  
December 18 last year.

“Enemies within the 
media, alongside external 

forces, also worked behind 
these attacks. There is 
documentary evidence that 
some well-known media 
personnel were among the 
instigators, and certain 
quarters expressed glee 
over the incidents,” he said.

He criticised “the 
interim government for its 
silence and the indifference 
of law enforcement and the 
army during the attacks”. 

He said journalism 
remains one of the most 
hazardous professions 
globally, with 500 
journalists killed worldwide 
and 26 in Bangladesh over 
the past decade.

Hasibur Rahman, 
executive director of MRDI, 
underscored the need for 
newsroom self-regulation 
to ensure objective and 
“bulletproof” reporting.

Michael Cooke, former 
editor of Canada’s Toronto 
Star, said investigative 
journalism is the only element 
that distinguishes one news 
house from another.

“Democracy needs 
defenders, and our 
investigative reporters and 
editors stand bravely on the 

front line,” he said, calling 
on managers and owners 
to protect reporters from 
harassment.

Delivering the keynote, 
Tauhidul Islam, director of 
outreach and communication 
at TIB, highlighted the 
financial constraints of 
uncovering facts. 

Quoting Yuval 
Noah Harari, he said 
truth-seeking is costly and 
time-consuming, yet modern 
newsrooms often prioritise 
speed over accuracy.

He warned the media 
of a “modern form of 
censorship”: flooding 
important investigations 
with noise.

“The formula for 
censorship has changed. 
They no longer threaten 
you, no longer abduct you. 
Instead, they make sure 
when your investigation 
comes out, it will die down 
and be washed away in a 
flood of information and 
misinformation,” he said.

On public distrust in the 
media, Tauhidul added, 
“Count not the stories 
published but the stories 
killed.”

Fahim Ahmed, CEO of 
Jamuna TV, said: “We are an 
advertisement-dependent 
media, and this is a kind 
of weakness. We have no 
separate funds … and it is 
almost impossible for a 
media house to invest in 
a single investigation for 
a year based on small ad 
revenue.”

Shakeel Anwar, a former 
BBC journalist, reminded 
the audience of the core 
definition of the profession: 
“News is what somebody 
somewhere wants to 
suppress. All the rest is 
advertising.”

Around 550 journalists 
from across the country 
are participating in the 
two-day conference.

Yesterday’s event was also 
attended by Nicolas Weeks, 
ambassador of Sweden, 
and representatives from 
international partner 
organisations, including 
the Embassy of Sweden. 
Emilia Díaz-Struck, 
executive director of 
the Global Investigative 
Journalism Network, 
joined virtually.

‘Frustrated’ group trying
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country’s politics has not 
reached the desired level.

“People fought 
repeatedly for change and 
sacrificed their lives, but 
unfortunately, real change 
has not come,” he said.

The minister said the 
spirit of the 1971 Liberation 
War must remain central 
to the national identity.

Referring to the July 
uprising, he said, “Our 
children fought together 
in July. We call it the July 

uprising. Change has 
come, and a new election 
has been held. People now 
have hopes from the new 
government.”

Fakhrul also alleged 
that “fascist forces” had 
pushed the country 
towards destruction by 
looting the economy, 
damaging the banking 
sector, and weakening the 
administration.

“We reached this stage 
through a struggle against 
those actions. But many 

are now trying to divert 
this change in another 
direction by creating unrest 
over small issues. None 
of us wants any further 
instability in the country,” 
he said.

Among others, Land 
Minister Mizanur Rahman 
Minu, State Minister for 
Cultural Affairs Ali Newaz 
Mahmood Khyom, former 
ambassador M Mushfiqul 
Fazal Ansarey, and local 
lawmakers spoke at the 
event.

Labour Party 
suffers losses
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Cymru, according to results 
declared late yesterday.

The early results confirmed 
the fracturing of Britain’s 
traditional two-party system 
into a multi-party democracy, 
in what analysts say 
represents one of the biggest 
transformations in British 
politics in the last century.

The once-dominant 
Labour and Conservative 
parties were losing votes 
to Reform, to the left-wing 
Green Party at the other end 
of the political spectrum, 
and to the nationalists in 
Scotland and Wales.

Despite the losses, 
Starmer’s allies signalled 
their support for a man 
whose popularity ratings 
have sunk to among the 
worst for any British leader, 
and the prime minister 
visited one bright electoral 
spot for his party to say he 
would press on.

“I am not going to walk 
away,” he told reporters in 
Ealing, west London, where 
Labour retained control of 
the council. He said voters 
were more concerned about 
the pace of change rather 
than his leadership.

city

PMO cell to track MPs
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by the adviser to the 
ministries of finance and 
planning.

The principal secretary to 
the prime minister, the prime 
minister’s private secretary-2, 
the relevant director at the 
PMO, assignment officer-1, 
and a research officer will 
serve as members of the cell.

The protocol officer-1 at 
the PMO will serve as its 
member secretary.

The notification also 
outlined the cell’s terms of 
reference.

It said the cell will receive 
and compile demand 
letters related to MPs’ 
promised and expected 
programmes and preserve 
them in a database.

The cell will conduct 
preliminary scrutiny of 
the proposed programmes 
and assess their relevance, 
feasibility, and justification 
for public spending before 
prioritising them for 
implementation.

It will also coordinate with 
the ministries and divisions 
concerned to ensure timely 

implementation of approved 
projects and programmes at 
the field level.

The cell will also issue 
necessary instructions, 
review implementation 
progress, and monitor the 
activities, according to the 
notification.

It will also brief the 
prime minister from time 
to time on the progress 
of implementation of the 
approved programmes.

Other related issues will 
also fall under the cell’s 
jurisdiction.

Star wins
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The Daily Star’s NNO is one 
of Bangladesh’s pioneering 
youth-focused media literacy 
initiatives, designed to 
reconnect Gen Z and young 
millennials with newspapers 
through a competitive, 
participatory platform.

The leading fintech 
company bKash has joined 
hands with The Daily Star to 
patronise this community 
initiative.

In its fourth season in 
2025, the Olympiad directly 
engaged 24,500 students 
from 1,274 institutions across 
37 districts.

Through district 
rounds, journalist-led 
workshops, and a national 
grand finale, the initiative 
turned newspaper reading 
into an aspirational skill, 
encouraging critical 
thinking, current affairs 
awareness, and deeper 
engagement with credible 
journalism.

Other finalists in 
the category included 
Aftenposten (Norway), 
South China Morning Post 
(Hong Kong), Beobachter 
(Switzerland), and Nexo 
Jornal (Brazil).


