
NEWS
DHAKA SATURDAY MAY 9, 2026 

BAISHAKH 26, 1433 BS        4
DSCC observes 
first ‘Cleaning 
Day’ today
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Dhaka South City 
Corporation (DSCC) is 
going to observe its first 
cleaning day today as part 
of its efforts to prevent the 
spread of Aedes mosquito-
borne diseases, including 
dengue and chikungunya, 
and to ensure a cleaner city 
environment.

Last week, DSCC 
Administrator Md Abdus 
Salam announced that 
the first Saturday of every 
month will be observed as 
“Cleaning Day” across its 
areas.

According to a public 
notice on Thursday, 
the initiative has been 
launched in line with 
the weekly cleanliness 
campaign declared by the 
prime minister.

DSCC urged all residents 
to clean their homes, 
rooftops, and surrounding 
areas regularly and remove 
stagnant water from flower 
pots, tyres, coconut shells, 
and other containers.

The city corporation also 
instructed all government 
and private offices, 
residential quarters, schools, 
colleges, madrasas, areas 
under Rajuk and REHAB, 
and privately-owned plots 
within DSCC limits to 
conduct cleanliness drives 
on their own initiative.

Through the campaign, 
DSCC aims to build a 
cleaner and dengue-
free Dhaka with active 
participation from citizens 
and institutions alike.

According to the 
Directorate General of 
Health Services, at least 
four dengue patients died 
while 2,560 others were 
hospitalised this year as of 
May 5.

Songs, recitations mark
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Rabindra Sangeet through 
solo and ensemble 
performances exploring 
themes of devotion, love, 
humanity, and nature.

Songs such as “Tumi 
Robe Nirobe”, “Borisho 
Dhora-majhe Shantiro 
Bari”, “Aji Bijon Ghore”, and 
“Amar Hiyar Majhe” drew 
emotional responses from 
the packed audience, many 
of whom quietly sang along.

Artistes including 
Jayanto Chattopadhyay, 
Mohuya Manjari Sunanda, 
Azizur Rahman Tuhin, 
Satyam Debnath, Senjuti 
Barua, Ria Chakraborty, Iffat 
Ara Dewan, and Priyanka 
Bhattacharjee took part in 
the programme alongside 
group performances by 
Chhayanaut members.

The understated 
i n s t r u m e n t a l 
accompaniment allowed 
Tagore’s timeless lyrics and 
melodies to remain at the 
forefront, while the evening 
gradually took on a warm, 
intimate atmosphere. 

As the first day 
concluded with a collective 
performance by Chhayanaut 
artistes, the audience 
responded with prolonged 

applause, bringing an end 
to an evening rooted in 
remembrance, music and 
shared cultural belonging.

Meanwhile, on the 
occasion, a three-
day programme was 
inaugurated yesterday at 
the Rabindra Kachharibari 
in Shahjadpur, Sirajganj -- 
a place deeply intertwined 
with the memories of 
Rabindranath Tagore.

Various local social and 
cultural organisations also 
arranged programmes to 
celebrate “Rabindra Jayanti”.

Around 11:00am, the 
festival at Shahjadpur was 
officially inaugurated by 
State Minister for Health and 
Sirajganj-6 MP MA Muhit.

In Barishal, Charukala 
Barishal organised a series 
of cultural programmes 
at the Ashwini Kumar 
Hall yesterday to mark the 
occasion.

The organisation also 
observed its 39th founding 
anniversary alongside the 
celebration.

The event began in the 
morning with a dance 
performance by students of 
Prantik Sangit Bidyalay. A 
day-long art exhibition was 
also held.

Rooppur plant gets
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APCS in nuclear power 
plants are sophisticated, 
safety-critical digital 
networks that monitor 
thousands of sensors -- 
tracking temperature, 
pressure, and flow rates -- 
to automatically manage 
reactor operations and 
ensure safety, he added.

The system will monitor 
equipment performance, 
electricity generation, 
and technological 
processes during both 
commissioning and 
operational phases of the 
power unit.

“Currently, all the 
automated process control 
equipment for the first 
power unit of the Rooppur 
NPP has been delivered 
and commissioned at the 
construction site,” said 
Gleb Murashov, managing 
director of Automated 

Process Control System 
Division at RASU.

“We have implemented 
several improvements 
as part of the project. 
For example, the 
automated radiation 
monitoring systems have 
been implemented in 
a compact, bench-type 
design, a first for this 
type,” he added.

The Rooppur Nuclear 
Power Plant is being 
constructed with Russian 
technology and will 
consist of two VVER-1200 
reactors with a combined 
capacity of 2,400 
megawatts. 

The Generation III+ 
reactor design complies 
with international safety 
standards.

Fuel loading began at 
the unit-1 on April 28, 
taking the project into 
operational stage.

CID files
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Banani, but allegedly violated 
the terms by constructing a 
28-storey building without 
approval. Later, the Sheraton 
Dhaka five-star hotel was 
established there.

The CID alleged that the 
project was not completed 
within the stipulated time 
and that DNCC did not 
receive its due share. It also 
alleged that the agreement 
was revised several times 
through influence.

The investigation also 
found that the required no-
objection certificates from 
Rajuk and the Civil Aviation 
Authority of Bangladesh 
were not obtained during 
construction, the CID said.

According to the press 
release, the building 
exceeded the approved 
height limit, creating risks 
and obstacles for aircraft 
take-off and landing.

The CID said the accused 
later transferred, converted 
and moved the illegally 
earned money through 
various means, constituting 
money laundering.

It added that the amount 
of laundered money could 
increase after determining 
the actual value of the 
allegedly occupied assets.

The CID’s Financial 
Crime Division is currently 
investigating the case and 
operations are ongoing to 
uncover further information 
and arrest the accused, the 
press release said.  The Daily 
Star tried to contact Noor Ali 
for comments, but his phone 
was found switched off.

Man beaten
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Police said Selim was accused 
in nine cases, including theft 
and robbery.

Purnima Saha, daughter-
in-law of Gopal Chandra, 
said two thieves entered 
their house by digging a 
tunnel.

She alleged that the 
intruders held her and her 
child hostage at knifepoint 
after entering the house. She 
said they took Tk 3.5 lakh 
in cash, eight bhori of gold 
ornaments, and the jewellery 
she was wearing at the time.

“When they were trying 
to escape, we screamed for 
help, and my brother-in-law 
tried to catch one of them. 
Later, the villagers arrived 
and managed to catch one 
person,” Purnima said.

Missing girl’s 
body recovered 
in Cox’s Bazar
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Cox’s Bazar

Police have recovered the partially decomposed 
body of a nine-year-old girl from a hilly slope in Cox’s 
Bazar Sadar upazila, five days after she went missing.

The victim was identified as Urmi Akter, 
daughter of Abdur Rashid and Rasheda Akter of 
Kadamtali area under the upazila, police said.

According to locals, Urmi went missing on May 
2 after leaving home to play in the morning. After 
failing to find her, Urmi’s family filed a general 
diary with Cox’s Bazar Sadar Model Police Station 
on May 4. 

On Thursday afternoon, locals noticed a foul 
smell coming from a hilly slope in the Kadamtali 
area. They later discovered Urmi’s decomposed 
body and informed police.

Md Chomiuddin, officer-in-charge of the police 
station, said the body has been sent to Cox’s Bazar 
Sadar Hospital morgue for autopsy.

Police are investigating the incident, he added.

Dhaka, Islamabad 
sign MoU to fight 
drug trafficking
BSS, Dhaka

Bangladesh and Pakistan yesterday signed a memorandum 
of understanding to strengthen bilateral cooperation in 
preventing drug trafficking, narcotics abuse, and related 
money-laundering activities.

Home Minister Salahuddin Ahmed and his Pakistani 
counterpart Syed Mohsin Raza Naqvi inked the instrument 
on behalf of their respective sides at a ceremony held 
at Hotel InterContinental Dhaka, according to a home 
ministry press release.

Under the MoU, both countries agreed to enhance 
cooperation through intelligence sharing, technical 
assistance, and coordinated anti-narcotics operations 
to combat the trafficking and abuse of narcotic drugs, 
psychotropic substances, and their precursors.

According to the agreement, Bangladesh and Pakistan 
will regularly exchange information on drug traffickers, 
drug trafficking organisations (DTOs), emerging 
smuggling routes, and the new concealment techniques 
used in narcotics trafficking.

The MoU also provides for joint intelligence-led 
operations, including “controlled delivery operations”, 
to disrupt transnational drug networks. Intelligence 
agencies of the two countries will conduct activities based 
on mutual requests and coordinated cooperation.

As part of capacity-building efforts, the two sides 
agreed to arrange training and retraining programmes 
for drug control officials and exchange scientific research 
and expertise related to narcotics control.

The agreement further includes technical cooperation 
in the use of modern equipment and sniffer dogs for 
detecting concealed drugs.

Under the framework of the MoU, Bangladesh’s 
Department of Narcotics Control and Pakistan’s Anti-
Narcotics Force will serve as focal points for operational 
coordination and regular information exchange.

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Patuakhali

A union parishad member 
in Patuakhali Sadar 
upazila has been missing 
for over three days.

Md Shahidul Islam 
Jomaddar, 37, is a 
member of Ward 3 of 
Lohalia Union Parishad.

According to family 
sources, Shahidul left 
home around 7:30pm on Tuesday and headed 
towards the Patuakhali-Lohalia road. Since then, 
his whereabouts have remained unknown.

After searching different locations without 
success, the family sought assistance from police.

Family members said Shahidul was recently 
married and had been actively carrying out his 
public duties since being elected as a UP member 
by a large margin in the local government election.

His maternal uncle, Md Sohrab Hossain, filed 
a GD with police the day after his disappearance.  
Patuakhali Sadar Police Station Officer-in-Charge 
Md Moniruzzaman said police are investigating 
the matter.

UP member missing 
for over three days

No room to walk 
on Ctg footpaths

Shops, parked vehicles occupy 
walkways in key commercial areas

ARUN BIKASH DEY, Ctg

Footpaths across key commercial 
areas in Chattogram have become 
increasingly inaccessible, forcing 
pedestrians onto busy roads and 
raising serious safety concerns. 

Yesterday morning, Jubilee Road, 
one of the port city’s major commercial 
hubs, presented a chaotic scene. 
Shops selling tyres, tubes, and sanitary 
goods had extended their operations 
onto public walkways, leaving little to 
no space for pedestrians.

Stacks of ceramic tiles and rubber 
tyres occupied stretches meant for 
foot traffic, forcing people 
onto roads used by moving 
vehicles.

“We cannot walk 
through the footpaths 
because the shops have 
occupied every inch,” said 
Mainul Islam, a resident 
of Enayet Bazar. “We have 
to walk on the main road, 
literally putting our lives at 
risk with every step.”

The situation is not 
confined to one road. A 
visit to several key roads, including 
Nawab Sirajuddaula Road, Momin 
Road, Telipotti Road, and Jamal 
Khan Road, found widespread 
encroachment and poor enforcement. 
In many areas, pedestrians were 
unable to walk more than 200 yards 
without facing obstructions.

On KB Fazlul Quader Road, 
footpaths have effectively turned 
into parking spaces for motorbikes, 
while near Chawkbazar Post Office, 
pavement space is being used for spray-
painting steel furniture, exposing 
passersby to chemical fumes.

“The paint particles spreading in 
the air are a double blow,” said local 
resident Tapati Barman. “We have to 
avoid the footpath not just to walk, 

but just to breathe safely.”
The situation has also exposed gaps in 

coordination between the Chattogram 
City Corporation, responsible for 
infrastructure, and the Chattogram 
Metropolitan Police, tasked with traffic 
and parking enforcement.

CCC Mayor Shahadat Hossain said 
eviction drives are conducted regularly 
but acknowledged limitations.

“The CCC’s mobile courts conduct 
eviction drives regularly, but it is not 
possible to conduct them every day,” 
he said, adding that CMP should 
play a more proactive role in keeping 
footpaths clear.

Despite such assurances, 
encroachments persist, from flower 
shops at Cheragi Pahar to privately 
parked vehicles along Momin Road, 
leaving pedestrians with little choice 
but to risk walking on busy streets.

Residents and students expressed 
frustration over the lack of sustained 
action.

“The authorities must take 
immediate steps to free these spaces,” 
said Shanta Islam, a student of 
Chittagong College. “A city cannot 
function if its citizens are forced to 
risk their lives just to walk to the 
market or school.”

Attempts to reach CMP 
Commissioner Hasan Md Showkat Ali 
in this regard went unanswered.


