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Songs, recitations mark
FROM PAGE 3

Rabindra Sangeet through 
solo and ensemble 
performances exploring 
themes of devotion, love, 
humanity, and nature.

Songs such as “Tumi 
Robe Nirobe”, “Borisho 
Dhora-majhe Shantiro 
Bari”, “Aji Bijon Ghore”, and 
“Amar Hiyar Majhe” drew 
emotional responses from 
the packed audience, many 
of whom quietly sang along.

Artistes including 
Jayanto Chattopadhyay, 
Mohuya Manjari Sunanda, 
Azizur Rahman Tuhin, 
Satyam Debnath, Senjuti 
Barua, Ria Chakraborty, Iffat 
Ara Dewan, and Priyanka 
Bhattacharjee took part in 
the programme alongside 
group performances by 
Chhayanaut members.

Meanwhile, on the 
occasion, a three-
day programme was 
inaugurated yesterday at 
the Rabindra Kachharibari 

in Shahjadpur, Sirajganj -- 
a place deeply intertwined 
with the memories of 
Rabindranath Tagore.

Various local social and 
cultural organisations also 
arranged programmes to 
celebrate “Rabindra Jayanti”.

Around 11:00am, the 
festival at Shahjadpur was 
officially inaugurated by 
State Minister for Health and 
Sirajganj-6 MP MA Muhit.

In Barishal, Charukala 
Barishal organised a series 
of cultural programmes 
at the Ashwini Kumar 
Hall yesterday to mark the 
occasion.

The organisation also 
observed its 39th founding 
anniversary alongside the 
celebration.

The event began in the 
morning with a dance 
performance by students of 
Prantik Sangit Bidyalay. A 
day-long art exhibition was 
also held.

Rooppur plant gets
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APCS in nuclear power 
plants are sophisticated, 
safety-critical digital 
networks that monitor 
thousands of sensors -- 
tracking temperature, 
pressure, and flow rates -- 
to automatically manage 
reactor operations and 
ensure safety, he added.

The system will monitor 
equipment performance, 
electricity generation, 
and technological 
processes during both 
commissioning and 
operational phases of the 
power unit.

“Currently, all the 
automated process control 
equipment for the first 
power unit of the Rooppur 
NPP has been delivered 
and commissioned at the 
construction site,” said 
Gleb Murashov, managing 
director of Automated 

Process Control System 
Division at RASU.

“We have implemented 
several improvements 
as part of the project. 
For example, the 
automated radiation 
monitoring systems have 
been implemented in 
a compact, bench-type 
design, a first for this 
type,” he added.

The Rooppur Nuclear 
Power Plant is being 
constructed with Russian 
technology and will 
consist of two VVER-1200 
reactors with a combined 
capacity of 2,400 
megawatts. 

The Generation III+ 
reactor design complies 
with international safety 
standards.

Fuel loading began at 
the unit-1 on April 28, 
taking the project into 
operational stage.

Noor Ali
FROM PAGE 3

Banani, but allegedly violated 
the terms by constructing a 
28-storey building without 
approval. Later, the Sheraton 
Dhaka five-star hotel was 
established there.

The CID alleged that the 
project was not completed 
within the stipulated time 
and that DNCC did not 
receive its due share. It also 
alleged that the agreement 
was revised several times 
through influence.

The investigation also 
found that the required no-
objection certificates from 
Rajuk and the Civil Aviation 
Authority of Bangladesh 
were not obtained during 
construction, the CID said.

According to the press 
release, the building 
exceeded the approved 
height limit, creating risks 
and obstacles for aircraft 
take-off and landing.

The CID said the accused 
later transferred, converted 
and moved the illegally 
earned money through 
various means, constituting 
money laundering.

It added that the amount 
of laundered money could 
increase after determining 
the actual value of the 
allegedly occupied assets.

The CID’s Financial 
Crime Division is currently 
investigating the case and 
operations are ongoing to 
uncover further information 
and arrest the accused, the 
press release said.  The Daily 
Star tried to contact Noor Ali 
for comments, but his phone 
was found switched off.

Man beaten
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Police said Selim was accused 
in nine cases, including theft 
and robbery.

Purnima Saha, daughter-
in-law of Gopal Chandra, 
said two thieves entered 
their house by digging a 
tunnel.

She alleged that the 
intruders held her and her 
child hostage at knifepoint 
after entering the house. She 
said they took Tk 3.5 lakh 
in cash, eight bhori of gold 
ornaments, and the jewellery 
she was wearing at the time.

“When they were trying 
to escape, we screamed for 
help, and my brother-in-law 
tried to catch one of them. 
Later, the villagers arrived 
and managed to catch one 
person,” Purnima said.

Journo arrested in 
5 cases over clash, 
attack on students
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Rangamati

Police have arrested a local journalist in 
Khagrachhari in five cases filed at different police 
stations in the district.

Jiten Barua, former president of Khagrachhari 
Press Club, is a Somoy TV staff reporter and BSS 
Khagrachari correspondent.

He was arrested in the town’s Shapla Chattar area 
on Thursday evening, said Md Kay Kislu, officer-in-
charge of Khagrachhari Sadar Police Station.

Of the five cases, two were filed with Khagrachari 
Sadar Police Station, while one each was filed 
with Dighinala, Matiranga, and Panchhari police 
stations, said the OC.

Four cases are related to a clash involving BNP 
and Awami League activists in Khagrachhari 
district in 2023. The other case was filed over an 
attack on students on August 4, 2024.  He was 
produced before a Khagrachari court yesterday, 
the police official added.

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Patuakhali

A union parishad member 
in Patuakhali Sadar 
upazila has been missing 
for over three days.

Md Shahidul Islam 
Jomaddar, 37, is a 
member of Ward 3 of 
Lohalia Union Parishad.

According to family 
sources, Shahidul left 
home around 7:30pm on Tuesday and headed 
towards the Patuakhali-Lohalia road. Since then, 
his whereabouts have remained unknown.

After searching different locations without 
success, the family sought assistance from police.

Family members said Shahidul was recently 
married and had been actively carrying out his 
public duties since being elected as a UP member 
by a large margin in the local government election.

His maternal uncle, Md Sohrab Hossain, filed 
a GD with police the day after his disappearance.  
Patuakhali Sadar Police Station Officer-in-Charge 
Md Moniruzzaman said police are investigating 
the matter.

UP member missing 
for over three days

No room to walk 
on Ctg footpaths

Shops, parked vehicles occupy walkways in key areas
ARUN BIKASH DEY, Ctg

Footpaths across key commercial 
areas in Chattogram have become 
increasingly inaccessible, forcing 
pedestrians onto busy roads and 
raising serious safety concerns. 

Yesterday morning, Jubilee 
Road, one of the port city’s major 
commercial hubs, presented a 
chaotic scene. Shops selling tyres, 
tubes, and sanitary goods had 
extended their operations onto 
public walkways, leaving little to no 
space for pedestrians.

Stacks of ceramic tiles and rubber 
tyres occupied stretches meant for 
foot traffic, forcing people onto 
roads used by moving vehicles.

“We cannot walk through the 
footpaths because the shops have 
occupied every inch,” said Mainul 

Islam, a resident of Enayet Bazar. 
“We have to walk on the main road, 
literally putting our lives at risk with 
every step.”

The situation is not confined to 
one road. A visit to several key roads, 

including Nawab Sirajuddaula 
Road, Momin Road, Telipotti Road, 
and Jamal Khan Road, found 
widespread encroachment and 
poor enforcement. In many areas, 
pedestrians were unable to walk 
more than 200 yards without facing 

obstructions.
On KB Fazlul Quader Road, 

footpaths have effectively turned 
into parking spaces for motorbikes, 
while near Chawkbazar Post Office, 
pavement space is being used for 
spray-painting steel furniture, 
exposing passersby to chemical 
fumes.

CCC Mayor Shahadat Hossain 
said eviction drives are conducted 
regularly but acknowledged 
limitations.

“The CCC’s mobile courts 
conduct eviction drives regularly, 
but it is not possible to conduct 
them every day,” he said, adding that 
CMP should play a more proactive 
role in keeping footpaths clear.

Attempts to reach CMP 
Commissioner Hasan Md Showkat 
Ali in this regard went unanswered.
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A child chases a flock of geese to direct them towards the water. Many in the haor regions earn money by 
rearing and trading geese, and their children also help care for the large waterfowl. The photo was taken in 
Kishoreganj recently. PHOTO: TAFSILUL AZIZ

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Netrokona

The doctor who treated an 11-year-old rape victim in 
Netrokona’s Madan upazila and later shared details of 
the case with the media has allegedly received death and 
rape threats.

Dr Sayma Akter, a gynaecologist at a diagnostic 
centre in the upazila, filed a general diary with Madan 
Police Station on Thursday, said the station’s Officer-in-
Charge Mohammad Tarikul Islam.

“Police are taking her security concerns seriously,” 
the OC added.

According to the GD, the 11-year-old girl went to Dr 
Sayma on April 30 with medical complications. An 
examination found that she was 27 weeks pregnant. 
After speaking with the girl and her mother, the doctor 
learned that a teacher at the madrasa she attended had 
allegedly sexually abused her.

As the treating physician, Dr Sayma shared necessary 
information with the media about the victim’s condition. 
Her statements were aired on television, published by 
online news outlets, and widely circulated on social 
media.

Since then, she has allegedly received abusive 
messages as well as death and gang-rape threats from 
various Facebook accounts and WhatsApp numbers.

In the GD, Dr Sayma said she and her family are living 
in extreme fear and insecurity and are worried about 
possible attacks.

On Wednesday, madrasa teacher Amanullah 
Mahmudi Sagar, the accused in a case over raping and 
impregnating the 11-year-old, was sent to jail following 
his arrest.

According to the first information report (FIR), on 
October 2 last year, after classes ended in the afternoon, 
Sagar told the child to sweep the mosque adjacent to the 
madrasa. By that time, other teachers and students had 
already left for home. After the child finished sweeping, 
he told her to clean his room. When she entered the 
room, he raped her.

The FIR further said that when the child cried out, he 
threatened to beat her and expel her from the madrasa.

The child was allegedly raped on four or five more 
occasions in a room adjacent to the mosque’s veranda 
and also in classrooms, the FIR read.

Doctor who treated 
11-yr-old rape victim 
gets death threats


