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Uprooted trees lie scattered along an embankment in Uttar Jhatibunia in Patuakhali
recently, where renovation work has allegedly led to the removal of nearly 200 trees
planted under a social forestry programme decades ago. Locals claim financial
losses and accuse the authorities of carrying out the work without prior notice.

ICT-2 asks Inu’s defence

FROM PAGE 4

The prosecution brought
the issue to the tribunal’s
attention while placing
arguments in a crimes
against humanity case
against Inu following the
conclusion of the defence
argument.

Meanwhile, defence
counsel for former deputy
inspector  general of
police Abdul Jalil Mondal
yesterday sought his bail
and informed ICT-1 that his
client intends to become a
state witness in the crimes
against humanity case
filed over the 2013 Shapla
Chattar crackdown.

The lawyer also told
the tribunal that Jalil is

suffering from cardiac
complications and has
already been diagnosed

with seven blocks.

After  reviewing  his
medical report, the
tribunal observed that no
critical condition had been
mentioned by the doctor,
adding that it would look
into the matter.

In another development,

the defence completed
the Cross-examination
of Shafiqul Islam, a

prosecution witness in a
crimes against humanity
case against 17 individuals,
including  former  top
officials and army officers
linked 7o) enforced
disappearances, detention
and torture at the Task
Force for Interrogation
(TFI) cell allegedly operated
under Rab.

Defence counsel
claimed that members of

law enforcement agencies
had seized some “jihadi”
books from the witness at
the time of arrest, but he
denied the allegation.

The tribunal asked the
defence what it meant by
“jihadi books”, remarking
that  simply labelling
Islamic books as jihadi was
problematic.

The defence lawyer
responded that the term
appeared in the seizure
list, which is why he used
it.

The defence also
claimed that the witness
was a member of Jamaat-
ul-Mujahideen (JMB) and
had links with its other
members.

The witness denied
the claims. The tribunal
recorded both claims.
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Govt procuring

FROM PAGE 3
He informed that the
government has already paid
US $83.6 million to Unicef to
supply around 95 million
doses of 10 types of vaccines.
On May 3, more than 1.5
million doses of IPV vaccine
arrived in the first shipment.
Yesterday, another 15
million doses of MR vaccine
and 0.9 million doses of TD
vaccine arrived, he added.
The minister further
said by May 10, around
180 million doses of
MR, TD, BCG, TCV, oral
polio vaccine (OPV), and
pentavalent vaccines are
expected to arrive. The full

supply is planned (o be
completed by September.
He mentioned that more
than 1.68 crore children
have been vaccinated as
of May 5, covering 93
percent of the total target,
in the nationwide “Measles-
Rubella Vaccination
Campaign 2026” currently
underway (o control the
ongoing measles outbreak.
The minister stressed
that there is an adequate
stock of TCV and HPV
vaccines in the country,
adding that the new
supplies will ensure that no
vaccine shortage occurs in
the next eight to 12 months.

HC questions

FROM PAGE 4

Lawyers Mohammod
Hossain Lipu, Mustafizur
Rahman Khan, and Md
Muzahidul Islam Shahin
appeared for the writ
petitioner, while Deputy
Attorney General Jamila
Momtaz represented the
state during the hearing.

Advocate Muzahidul
Islam Shahin told The Daily
Star that Monira Sharmin
cannot contest the election
as the High Court did not
issue any directive to this
effect.

Earlier, on April 30,
Monira Sharmin filed the
writ petition with the High
Court challenging the
legality of the EC’s decision
to cancel her nomination

for the reserved
parliamentary seat.

On April 23, the
returning  officer  had

rejected her nomination
paper, citing provisions
of the Representation of
the People Order, 1972.
The officer said she was
not eligible to contest the
eleciion as three years
had not yet passed since
her  resignation  from
government service.

She appealed to the
Flection Commission
against  the returning
officer’s decision on April
26.

However, after a lengthy
hearing the following
day, the EC dismissed her
appeal.

Form sexual
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Report (FIR) alleges that a
madrasa teacher sexually
abused the child multiple
times since October last
year. The case surfaced
on April 18 after medical
tests confirmed advanced
pregnancy.

The accused has been
detained by Rab, though
he reportedly denied the
allegations on social media.

In a separate incident,

a madrasa teacher in
Patuakhali was recently
jailed over the alleged

sexual abuse of a 10-year-
old student.

MJF noted that
although the High Court
in 2009 issued a landmark
judgment -- reiterated for all
educational institutions in
2023 - to form committees
(70} prevent sexual
harassment, many madrasas
have remained outside the
effective implementation of
the directive.

“Such cases are often
suppressed due o the
influence of perpetrators
within local communities.
Itis time to break the silence

»

and ensure accountability,
MJF said in the statement.

The organisation called
for the full enforcement of
the Nari O Shishu Nirjatan
Daman  Ain  (Women
and Children Repression
Prevention Act), 2000, and
swift justice for victims.

It urged the government
to ensure immediate
implementation of the HC
directives and expedite the
enactment of the sexual
harassment prevention law,
which is currently pending
in parliament.

MIJF added that both
the state and society have
a shared responsibility
to ensure child safety,
warning  that  current
failures are putting
children at continued risk.
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Dhaka, Delhi plan series
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however, has yet (o
fully restore visas for
Bangladeshis.
Misri  said they were
working on the full

resumption of visa issuance
for Bangladeshis but did
not specify any date.

Trade restrictions and
political  rhetoric  also
strained ties during the
interim government. The
situation began to shift
after the election, with
Foreign Minister Khalilur
Rahman visiting India in
early April.

Addressing the media
delegation, Misri  said
India seeks a “constructive,
positive and pragmatic
relationship” with
Bangladesh, placing people
at the centre.

Noting that the two
countries  share  over
4,000 km of border and 54
transboundary rivers and
are key trade partners, he
said, “We want (o progress
and modernise our
economic partnership with
Bangladesh.”

He acknowledged
challenges during the
interim government but
stressed that India is now

re-engaging  with  the
elected government.
“Meetings are being

scheduled. Results will be
known in the next weeks
and months,” he said.

A Bangladesh foreign
ministry official said a
meeting between Border

Guard Bangladesh and
India’s Border Security
Force is planned for late
May.

Misri said the present

world situation provides
lessons that strong
cooperation among the
neighbouring countries is
more important than ever,
and India and Bangladesh
have been working towards
this end.

He highlighted energy
cooperation, saying India’s
supply of power and diesel
is benefiting Bangladeshis.
He assured continued
support in this regard.

Asked about the trade
restrictions, Misri  said
India stands ready to take
forward the discussions, as
the livelihoods of people in
both countries are affected
since they are commercially
engaged.

Trade will be something
that will come up in the
discussion first, he said,
adding, “We want mutual
benefits on both sides.”

Regarding projects
under the Indian Line
of Credit, Misri said

Bangladesh had shown less
interest in some projects
after review. “Both sides
will discuss the projects
Bangladesh prioritises,
and India will consider
financing,” he said.

The Ganges water treaty
expires this year, while the
Teesta treaty has remained
unsigned since 2011 due
to opposition from then
West Bengal chief minister
Mamata Banerjee.

Misri said the Joint
River Commission  will
discuss technical issues

for early solutions. Asked
if Mamata’s defeat to the
BJP would ease the Teesta
deal issue, he replied that
foreign policy “operates

from the capitals”.

About push-in of
people whom India says
are Bangladeshis, Misri
said due process must be
followed in this regard.

India has provided a
list of 3,000 irregular
Bangladeshis for
verification, but Dhaka has
yet to clear it, according to
him.

A Bangladesh foreign
ministry official said most
on the list could not be
traced or lacked proof of
citizenship. “We cannot
repatriate them under such
circumstances,” the official

said.

Asked about
Bangladesh’s initiatives
to revive South Asian

Association for Regional
Cooperation while
maintaining  ties  with
Pakistan, Misri said it was
up to Bangladesh how it
maintains relations with
other countries.

However, New Delhi
hopes that Dhaka does not
do anything that negatively
affects the interests of India
and the relations between
the two countries, he said.

He rejected the notion
that India had engineered
Bangladesh'’s elections
and showed bias toward
the Awami League. He
stressed the relationship
has always been and will be
“people-centric”.

“We always work with
the government elected
by the people. People of a
country may not be happy
with any government, but
a foreign country cannot
do anything about it,” he
added.

Govt mulls law against sexual
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have urged the government
to prioritise the
formulation of such a law,
the official added.

In this regard, the

Ministry of Women and
Children Affairs has already
held several meetings with
stakeholders.

Sources from the
ministry indicated that
work is underway to place
a draft of the law before
the Cabinet before the next
parliamentary session.

Following the session,
State Minister for Social
Welfare Farzana Sharmin
told reporters that the
existing list of social safety
net beneficiaries is being
re-verified.

She instructed the
DCs to ensure that only

those who are truly
eligible remain on the list,
removing questionable
entries and including
genuine beneficiaries who
were previously left out.

The state minister
added that the process
of selecting beneficiaries
through the G2p
(government-to-person)
system is ongoing. She
emphasised that the role
of field administration
is crucial and directed
everyone (0  maintain
professionalism in the
selection process.

Other topicsdiscussed at
the conference included the
construction of a daycare
centre in every district and
the recruitment of physical
education  teachers for
children’s mental and

physical development.

Furthermore, the
Ministry of Youth and
Sports addressed ways (o
shift children away from
addiction to devices and
back to sports fields.

Discussions  included
the renovation of
stadiums, the creation
of new playgrounds, and
encouraging  year-round
sports alongside studies
through the “Notun Kuri”
Sports programme.

Other proposals
included creating the post
of uparzila sports officer in
every sub-district, building
a swimming pool in every
district, and enhancing
youth  skills  through
training in third languages,
mobile  servicing, and
freelancing.
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