DHAKA THURSDAY MAY 7, 2026
BAISHAKH 24, 1433 BS

@he Baily Star

e AL

== x Ty
T o L

PHOTO: SOHRAB HOSSAIN

Embankment work uproots
200 trees in Patuakhali

Local residents protest losses

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Patuakhali

At least 200 trees, planted
nearly three decades ago,
have allegedly been uprooted
during embankment and road
renovation in Mirzaganj upazila of
Patuakhali, prompting allegations
against the Water Development
Board (WDB) and a contractor,
with local beneficiaries claiming
financial losses.

During a  recent  visit,
this correspondent found
embankment work underway

along the Shreemant River in
Uttar Jhatibunia village under
Amragachia union - part of a
1,100mstretch ofanapproximately
8km  embankment  between
Kathaltali and Mohishkata.

Trees — including mahogany,
rain tree and chambal -- planted
along the roadside from Kismat
Jhatibunia to Uttar Jhatibunia
had been wuprooted and left
scattered on roadsides and
adjacent croplands.

According to the Forest
Department and local sources, the
trees were planted in 1996 under
a WDB-initiated social forestry
programme  involving  local
residents.

Beneficiaries estimate the value
of the uprooted trees at around Tk
6,00,000.

Md Liton Hawlader, 42, a
beneliciary, said, “We planted
these trees nearly 30 years ago
with support from the Forest
Department. They were mature

and ready for harvest. But the
contractor uprooted them
without prior notice. We tried to
resist, but they did not listen.”

Md Jalilur Rahman, president
of the projecl’s beneficiary
committee, said around 200
large trees were uprooted despite
repeated objections. “We informed
the Forest Department, but the
felling did not stop,” he added.

Mirzaganj  Upazila  Forest
Officer Md Moniruzzaman said
they had sought time from the
WDB to remove the trees through
a tender process.

“However, the WDB did not
allow sufficient time and instead
had the trees uprooted through a
contractor, which is suspicious,”
he said, adding that a proposal

has since been sent to the district
committee for proper felling.

Contractor Md Mizanur
Rahman Sohag Mridha said,
“We started work following WDB
instructions. If asked to stop, we
will comply.”

Patuakhali WDB Executive
Engineer Md Rakib said the
agency had written to the Forest
Department three months ago
requesting the necessary steps for
proper tree felling.

“As no effective measures were
taken, and with the monsoon
approaching in this flood-prone
area, work is being carried out on
an urgent basis,” he said, adding
that the contractor has now been
instructed not to uproot any more
(rees.
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HC questions decision

FROM PAGE 3

Hossain Lipu, Mustafizur
Rahman Khan, and Md
Muzahidul Islam Shahin
appeared for the writ
petitioner, while Deputy
Attorney General Jamila
Momtaz represented the
state during the hearing.
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writ petition with the

reserved  parliamentary
seat.

On April 23, the
returning officer had

rejected her nomination
paper, citing provisions
of the Representation of
the People Order, 1972.
The officer said she was
not eligible to contest the
clection as three vyears
had not yet passed since
her  resignation  from
government service.

She appealed to the
Election Commission
against  the returning
officer’s decision on April
26.
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earning an additional Tk
75,000 per season.

This season, he has sold
bitter gourds worth Tk
50,000 so far.

“With proper
fertilisation, pest control
and care, I earned Tk 2.30
lakh against a production
cost of around Tk 30,000
in the first year,” he said.

He also installed a
solar-powered pump that
allows irrigation as needed
without recurring fuel or
electricity costs.

Local farmers said they
are interested in adopting
similar methods.

Mujibur  Rahman, a
resident of the same village,
said he was encouraged by
Faruk’s success and now
plans to cultivate bitter
gourds using trellises.

According to Mosabbir
Hossain, upazila
agriculture office, trellises
can be used for up to three
years once set up, making
it a cost-effective method.

The officer said trellis
based farming is becoming
popular due to @ its
profitability and efficient
land wuse through crop
rotation.

“It also requires less
irrigation,” he added.

FROM PAGE 3
yesterday sought his bail
and informed ICT-1 that his
client intends to become a
state witness in the crimes
against humanity case
filed over the 2013 Shapla
Chattar crackdown.

The lawyer also told
the tribunal that Jalil is

suffering from cardiac
complications and has
already been diagnosed
with seven blocks.

After reviewing his
medical report, the

tribunal observed that no
critical condition had been
mentioned by the doctor,
adding that it would look
into the matter.

In another development,

the defence completed
the Cross-examination
of Shafiqul Islam, a

prosecution witness in a
crimes against humanity
case against 17 individuals,
including former  top
officials and army officers
linked to enforced
disappearances, detention
and torture at the Task
Force for Interrogation
(TFI) cell allegedly operated
under Rab.

Defence counsel
claimed that members of
law enforcement agencies

Govt mulls law
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victims remain  silent.
Consequently, field
administrators have

urged the government to
prioritise the formulation
of such a law, the official
added.

In this regard, the
Ministry of Women and
Children Affairs has already
held several meetings with
stakeholders. Sources from
the ministry indicated that
work is underway to place
a draft of the law before
the Cabinet before the next
parliamentary session.

Following the session,
State Minister for Social
Welfare Farzana Sharmin
told reporters that the
existing list of social safety
net beneficiaries is being
re-verified.

She instructed the
DCs to ensure that only
those who are truly
eligible remain on the list,
removing questionable
entries and including
genuine beneficiaries who
were previously left out.

The state minister added
that the process of selecting
beneficiaries through
the G2P (government-to-
person) system is ongoing.

She emphasised that the
role of field administration
is crucial and directed
everyone (0  maintain
professionalism in  the
selection process.

Other topicsdiscussed at
the conference included the
construction of a daycare
centre in every district and
the recruitment of physical

education teachers for

children’s mental and

physical development.
Furthermore, the

Ministry of Youth and
Sports addressed ways to
shift children away from
addiction to devices and
back to sports fields.

Discussions  included
the renovation of
stadiums, the creation
of new playgrounds, and
encouraging  year-round
sports alongside studies
through the “Notun Kuri”
Sports programme.

Other proposals
included creating the post
of upazila sports officer in
every sub-district, building
a swimming pool in every
district, and enhancing
youth  skills  through
training in third languages,
mobile  servicing, and
freelancing.

had seized some “jihadi”
books from the witness at
the time of arrest, but he
denied the allegation.

The tribunal asked the
defence what it meant by
“jihadi books”, remarking
that  simply labelling
Islamic books as jihadi was
problematic.

The defence lawyer
responded that the term
appeared in the seizure list,
which is why he used it.

The defence also
claimed that the witness
was a member of Jamaat-
ul-Mujahideen (JMB) and
had links with its other
members.

The witness denied
the claims. The tribunal
recorded both claims.

Govt procuring
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He informed that the

government has already
paid US $83.6 million to
Unicef to supply around 95
million doses of 10 types of
vaccines.

On May 3, more than
1.5 million doses of IPV
vaccine arrived in the
first shipment. Yesterday,
another 1.5 million doses of
MR vaccine and 0.9 million
doses of TD vaccine arrived,
he added.

The minister further
said by May 10, around
180 million doses of
MR, TD, BCG, TCV, oral
polio vaccine (OPV), and
pentavalent vaccines are
expected to arrive. The full
supply is planned to be
completed by September.

He mentioned that more
than 1.68 crore children
have been vaccinated as
of May 5, covering 93
percent of the total target,
in the nationwide “Measles-
Rubella Vaccination
Campaign 2026” currently
underway (o control the
ongoing measles outbreak.

The minister stressed
that there is an adequate
stock of TCV and HPV
vaccines in the country,
adding that the new
supplies will ensure that no
vaccine shortage occurs in
the next eight to 12 months.
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POWER GRID BANGLADESH PLC

{An Enterprise of Bangladesh Power Development Board)
Grid Bhaban, Avenue-3, Jahurul islam City, Aftabnagar, Badda, Dhaka-1212
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Web: www.powergrid.gov.bd
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