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Will not step 
down: Mamata
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political milestone, with 
the party now controlling 
almost all states in eastern 
India.

The TMC tally fell to 80 
seats from 215, with Mamata 
herself losing her seat.

Mamata alleged that 
about 100 seats were 
“forcibly taken” from her 
party and accused the 
Election Commission of 
bias, but did not provide 
evidence.

“I will not resign, I did 
not lose... officially, through 
the Election Commission, 
they [the BJP] can defeat 
us, but morally, we won the 
election,” she told a news 
briefing.

West Bengal’s Chief 
Electoral Officer Manoj 
Kumar Agarwal termed the 
allegations “baseless”.

BJP leader Suvendu 
Adhikari, who defeated 
Mamata in her Bhabanipur 
stronghold, said his party 
was moving towards forming 
a government, outlining 
a governance agenda 
centred on development, 
administrative stability, and 
restoration of law and order.

Under the Constitution, 
the state’s governor can 
seek Mamata’s resignation 
or wait for her term to 
expire, after which newly 
elected lawmakers will be 
sworn in, and the process of 
forming a new government 
will begin.

Mamata’s term is set to 
end on Thursday.

A defeated candidate 
in an Indian state election 
can challenge the result in 
court on grounds including 
corrupt practices, improper 
acceptance or rejection 
of nominations or votes, 
candidate disqualification, 
or non-compliance with 
election laws affecting the 
outcome.

Mamata did not say 
whether she would go to 
court.

Meanwhile, the standoff 
has raised concerns over 
public safety and social 
cohesion. Although there 
are no confirmed reports 
of large-scale communal 
violence, localised tensions, 
uncertainty, and sporadic 
clashes have created a 
fragile atmosphere in some 
areas.

Regions such as 
Murshidabad, parts of 
North Bengal, and several 
districts in South Bengal 
have also witnessed 
confrontations linked to 
victory processions, along 
with reports of party office 
takeovers and targeted 
intimidation.

Modi yesterday called 
for restraint and adherence 
to democratic norms, 
emphasising the need to 
maintain peace in the post-
election period.

Some media reported 
that Home Minister Amit 
Shah is expected to visit 
the state soon to assess the 
situation.

39 top cops transferred
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Additional Commissioner of the Dhaka 
Metropolitan Police (DMP) SN Md 
Nazrul Islam has been transferred to 
the Criminal Investigation Department 
(CID) as its DIG while CID DIG Md Abul 
Bashar Talukder was made the DMP 
additional commissioner.

Sana Shaminur Rahman, another 
additional commissioner of the DMP, 
has been posted to the CID as its DIG, 
and the current CID DIG, Mohammad 
Shamsul Haque, was made the 
additional commissioner of the DMP.

Besides, Dr Shahedul Akbar Khan, a 
former deputy secretary who returned 
to the police department, has been made 
the special superintendent (special SP) 
of SB, while the current SP at the 13th 
Armed Police Battalion (APBn), Dr Eliza 
Sharmin, was posted to the PHQ as its 
SP Training Reserve (TR).

Deputy Commissioner (DC) of 
the DMP Md Maksuder Rahman 

and APBn SP Kazi Akhtarul Alam 
have been transferred to the SB as its 
special SP, and DMP DC Md Morshed 
Alam and Mohammad Ahaduzzaman 
Miah have been posted to the Khulna 
Metropolitan Police (KMP) as its DC.

Besides, Additional Superintendent 
of Police of the APBn and newly 
promoted supernumerary SP Sajedur 
Rahman has been posted to the DMP 
as its additional DC.

Meanwhile, 23 SPs were also 
transferred.

Panchagarh SP Md Rabiul Islam has 
been posted to the River Police as its SP, 
while SP Mizanur Rahman, at the 2nd 
APBn in Mymensingh’s Muktagachha, 
has been made the Panchagarh SP.

Bandarban SP Md Abdur Rahman 
was transferred to the Rangpur 
Metropolitan Police (RpMP) as its DC, 
while special SP of SB Md Wahabul 
Islam Khandker has been made 
Bandarban SP.

Joypurhat SP Mina Mahmuda was 
posted to the DMP as its DC, while SP 
Shahnaz Begum, attached to the office 
of the DIG, Dhaka range, has been 
made Joypurhat SP.

Pabna SP Md Anwar Zahid has been 
transferred to the SB as its special SP, 
while SB Special SP Md Sufi Ullah has 
been made Pabna SP.

Nilphamari SP Sheikh Zahidul 
Islam was transferred to the DMP as 
its DC, while current Industrial Police 
SP Md Farhad Hossain Khan was made 
Nilphamari SP.

Narail SP Mohammad Al-Mamun 
Sikder was transferred to the Tourist 
Police as its SP, while DMP DC Mallik 
Ahsan Uddin Sami was posted to Narail 
as its SP.

Satkhira SP Md Arefin Jewel has 
been posted to the APBn as its SP, while 
Abu Saleh Md Ashraful Alam, SP of the 
Bangladesh Police Academy in Rajshahi’s 
Sharda, has been made Satkhira SP.

‘Drug dealers’ hack Rab men 
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Journalists Union, whose 
home is near the spot, said 
the Boalia Khal area has 
long been a hot spot for drug 
dealers and gangs.

“Clashes between the 
groups are frequent, and locals 
are often too afraid to speak 
out,” he told The Daily Star.

Lt Col HM Sajjad Hossain, 
commanding officer of Rab-11, 
said multiple drug spots were 
being operated in the area.

“As part of our zero-
tolerance stance against 
drugs, we were gathering 
intelligence. The attackers, 
sensing our presence, 
organised and launched the 
assault,” he said.

Following the incident, 
additional Rab and police 

personnel conducted drives 
in nearby areas, but no 
arrests were confirmed.

In another incident 
yesterday, policemen in 
Rupganj came under attack 
after arresting a suspect in 
the Chonpara Rehabilitation 
Centre area.

The incident occurred 
around 5:00am when a team 
from Rupganj Police Station 
went to arrest Shamim 
Mia, a Jubo Dal leader, in 
connection with an arms 
case.

Officer-in-Charge AHM 
Salauddin said family 
members and associates of 
the accused obstructed the 
police and attacked them, 
freeing the arrestee.

At least seven police 

personnel, including the OC, 
were injured.

During the incident, the 
attackers also snatched 
a wireless set and two 
mobile phones from police. 
The wireless set was later 
recovered.

Shamim is the senior 
joint general secretary of 
Rupganj upazila Jubo Dal. 
He is accused of drug trade, 
among other crimes, in the 
Chonpara area following the 
fall of the Awami League 
government on August 5, 
2024.

Later in the day, central 
Jubo Dal issued a press 
release expelling him from 
the organisation.

“Leaders and activists at all 
levels have been instructed to 

sever organisational ties with 
him,” the statement said, 
also urging law enforcement 
agencies to take necessary 
legal action.

Following the attack, a 
joint drive by police and 
Rab led to the detention of 
at least 12 people, including 
Shamim’s wife.

Police filed a case against 
them in connection with 
assaulting law enforcers and 
obstruction.

Mehedi Islam, senior 
assistant superintendent of 
police (Narayanganj circle-C), 
said Shamim was arrested at 
his home, but managed to 
escape after his associates 
confined the officers.

“Efforts are underway to 
re-arrest him.”

2 weeks on, accused still
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to clean his room. As soon 
as she entered the room, he 
raped her.

The FIR further said that 
when the child cried out, he 
threatened to beat her and 
expel her from the madrasa.

The child was allegedly 
raped on four or five more 
occasions in a room adjacent 
to the mosque’s veranda and 
also in classrooms, the FIR 
read.

On April 18, when the 
mother suddenly noticed 
physical changes in the 
child, she took her to a 
local diagnostic centre for a 
check-up. There, the doctor 
discovered that the child 
was in her third term of 
pregnancy.

Madan Police 
Station’s Sub-Inspector 
Akhtaruzzaman, who is 
also the investigation officer 
in the case, said, “After the 
child was examined, the 
family filed a case against 
the teacher. Police also 
officially conducted another 
examination at the Netrokona 
250-Bed Hospital and 
reconfirmed the pregnancy.”

He added that police 
conducted raids at various 
locations until 3:00am on 
Monday, and the drive to 
arrest the accused is still on.

Meanwhile, the video of 
accused Sagor protesting his 
innocence has been widely 

circulated on social media 
since yesterday morning.

In the 5.4-minute video, 
he said, “What has gone viral 
about me on social media and 
has been published in various 
newspapers and television 
channels -- I am in no way 
involved in what is being 
alleged against me using my 
photo. I have no knowledge of 
this matter at all.

“ ... If I am falsely accused 
and labeled as the offender 
even before the investigation, 
the real criminal will escape 
punishment. If necessary, a 
[DNA] test should be done to 
identify the actual father of 
this child.”

Sagor could not be 
reached for comments 
despite repeated attempts, as 
his phone was found switched 
off.

Speaking to The Daily 
Star yesterday, the victim’s 
mother alleged that when she 
went to the accused’s family 
seeking justice before filing 
a case, they instead verbally 
abused her and threatened 
to force the family out of the 
area if a case was filed. “His 
family and local elders even 
tried arbitration and offered 
a settlement of Tk 2.20 lakh. 
But we refused and filed the 
case.”
DOCTOR GETTING 

THREATS

In another development, Dr 
Saima Akhtar, who conducted 

the tests on the child and 
discovered the pregnancy, 
is reportedly being harassed 
in various ways, including 
receiving rape threats.

During a Facebook live 
yesterday, she said, “Since I 
gave a statement to a private 
television channel about this 
matter two days ago, I have 
been harassed in various ways. 
I’m being cyberbullied…. It 
has become unbearable and 
I am traumatised. People are 
demanding my certificates 
and documents related to 
my medical practice. I am 
also being threatened with 
rape and career destruction… 
I don’t know what I will do… 
I have even had harmful 
thoughts about dying [by 
suicide].” 

Contacted, Md Tariqul 
Islam, officer-in-charge of 
Madan Police Station, said 
they hoped to arrest the 
accused soon.

“We have seen the video of 
the accused on social media 
and have sent the link and 
other information to the 
relevant authorities to help 
detect his whereabouts. We 
have also seen the doctor’s 
video where she said she was 
being threatened. I personally 
contacted her and told her 
we were ready to offer due 
protection. I even told her she 
can come to the station to 
file a complaint if she feels it 
necessary.”
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