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An elderly farmer is drying paddy on the bridge over Mohashing river in Joykolosh area of Sylhet-Sunamganj 
highway as the sun comes through after days of rain. With most fields and drying grounds still waterlogged, 
farmers are being forced to use any available space to save their harvest. The photo was taken yesterday.
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Fund crunch 
squeezes free 
meds for poor

Diabetes, hypertension patients suffer
TUHIN SHUBHRA ADHIKARY

Mihura Begum, a 35-year-old homemaker, recently visited Keraniganj 
Upazila Health Complex in Dhaka for a routine diabetes check-up, 
expecting to get her monthly supply of free medicines from the facility’s 
Non-Communicable Disease (NCD) Corner.

After completing her tests, she was given just a single strip of medicine.
“They used to provide medicines for the entire month. This time, they 

gave me only one strip, saying there is a shortage,” said Mihura, a resident 
of Boalkhali village in the upazila.

“The strip will last only five days. I spent Tk 100 on rickshaw fare. It will 
be difficult for me to buy the rest of the medicine.”

Moslem Uddin, a hypertension patient from Bamansur village, faced a 
similar situation.

“I used to get medicines for a month. Now they give me medicines for 
SEE PAGE 2 COL 4 

‘Ceasefire still holds, but 
ready for combat’

Says US as Trump urges Tehran to surrender;  
UAE reports attacks for a second day

AGENCIES

US forces are ready to resume combat 
operations against Iran if ordered, 
Washington’s top military officer 
said yesterday, as the Pentagon 
threatened a “devastating” response 
to Iranian attacks on commercial 
shipping in the Hormuz strait.

The warnings came after Iran’s 
powerful chief negotiator said 
Tehran “had not even started yet” in 
the crucial trade route, after a spate 

of attacks by both sides on Monday 
threatened to reignite the Middle 
East war.

Iran fired missiles and drones 
at US forces and UAE territory, 
including an energy facility, while 
Washington said it hit six Iranian 
boats it said threatened commercial 
shipping, in the sharpest escalation 
since a nearly month-long truce.

US Central Command “and the 
rest of the joint force remain ready 
to resume major combat operations 

against Iran if ordered to do so,” 
General Dan Caine told reporters.

“No adversary should mistake 
our current restraint with a lack of 
resolve.”

Pentagon chief Pete Hegseth said 
the US was “not looking for a fight” 
in the strait but vowed that Iranian 
attacks would “face overwhelming 
and devastating American firepower.”

“Right now the ceasefire certainly 
holds, but we’re going to be watching 
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20 percent higher revenue 
target for next year
NBR will have to collect Tk 6,04,000cr

REJAUL KARIM BYRON

The government is working out an ambitious 
revenue target for the next fiscal year with 
a 20.07 percent increase from this financial 
year’s revised budget, aiming to raise the tax-
GDP ratio that fell to 6.8 percent last year.

Every year, the finance ministry sets large 
targets for the National Board of Revenue 
(NBR), but they are missed by wide margins. 

This time, measures are being planned to 
narrow the gap as much as possible, including 
introducing a single VAT rate and reducing tax 
exemptions.

The NBR’s revenue collection target for fiscal 
2026–27 is expected to be Tk 6,04,000 crore. 

To meet the current fiscal year’s Tk 5,03,000 
crore target, the NBR must collect over 36 
percent more than last year, though revenue 
grew only 12.4 percent in the first eight months. 

If the trend continues, collections will need to 
rise nearly 40 percent to meet next year’s goal.

Steps planned by the government to increase 
collection include replacing multiple VAT 
rates with a single one. Exemptions under 
the Tax Expenditure Policy and Management 
Framework will also be reduced.

The other measures include identifying areas 
of tax evasion, rationalising VAT collection and 
structure, and implementing short-term action 
plans based on a task force report.
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Will not step 
down: Mamata
Clashes, vandalism 
reported in West Bengal
STAR REPORT

West Bengal Chief 
Minister Mamata 
Banerjee yesterday 
said she had “not 
been defeated” and 
would not resign, 
a day after results 
showed her party lost heavily to the 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP).

Her statement came as local media 
reported sporadic incidents of violence, 
vandalism, and territorial assertion in 
several districts of the state. 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s BJP 
defeated Mamata’s Trinamool Congress 
(TMC), which has ruled West Bengal since 
2011, securing more than two-thirds of 
the 294 seats when votes were counted 
on Monday.

The BJP has never ruled West Bengal, 
a populous eastern state bordering 
Bangladesh, and its victory is seen as a 

SEE PAGE 11 COL 5 

Bangladesh drilling 
deep in hunt for gas

ASIFUR RAHMAN

Bangladesh has embarked on its deepest-ever gas 
exploration at the Titas field, as the government seeks to 
unlock untapped reserves far below previously drilled 
levels and alleviate mounting pressure on its energy supply.

The new well, Titas-31, is being drilled to a planned depth 
of 5,600 metres, pushing beyond the country’s historical 
drilling limits and targeting deeper hydrocarbon-bearing 
layers that have remained unexplored.

The drilling, which began on April 19, is expected to 
take about 210 days to complete. So far, 22 percent of the 
drilling has been completed, according to officials.

Drilling on the Bakhrabad-11 in Cumilla, another deep 
well, is planned to a depth of 4,360 metres with the same rig.

The two wells are part of a single project with a 
combined estimated cost of Tk 798 crore, scheduled for 
completion by December 2027.
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