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internal committee. These 
steps were implemented 
in line with regulations to 
ensure that no injustice is 
done, he added.

His comments came 
a day after 16 deputy 
inspectors general 
and an additional DIG 
were sent into forced 
retirement. Salahuddin 
said the administration 
had inherited a “fragile 
and chaotic state”, but 
insisted the government 
was moving in the right 
direction to restore public 
order.

Speaking about 
criminals released on 
bail after August 5, 2024, 
the home minister said 
obtaining bail is a matter 
for the courts, but the 
police remain vigilant. 

He also said a joint 
operation against drugs, 
illegal arms and extortion 
was launched on May 1. 

Regarding police’s 
uniform, he said, “We have 
noticed that no one is 
satisfied with the existing 
uniform -- both within the 
police force and across the 
country. It has not been 
widely accepted. Therefore, 
following a proposal from 
the police, we considered 
the matter.”

“We thought of how a 
traditional uniform could 
be provided. The earlier 
shirt has been retained for 
metropolitan police and 
nationwide use. However, 
khaki trousers have been 
introduced,” he added.
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He was testifying in a case 
involving 17 individuals, 
including several former 
top officials and army 
officers, over enforced 
disappearance linked to a 
Task Force for Interrogation 
(TFI) cell allegedly operated 
under the Rapid Action 
Battalion.

According to Shafiqul, 
who also serves as joint 
secretary of Hefazat-e-
Islam’s Dhaka metropolitan 
(Paltan) unit, he was picked 
up from Mohammadpur 
on the night of January 
13, 2022, while returning 
to Purbachal after Esha 
prayers.

Shafiqul said he could 
hear the screams of 
other detainees and later 
communicated with two 
of them -- Mehedi Hasan 
Dollar from Mymensingh 
and Sohel Rana from 
Sherpur. 

He will continue his 
deposition today.
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has consistently rejected. 
“My husband was 

innocent. He was always 
against drugs -- the yaba 
trade. He used to organise 
anti-yaba protests and 
rallies,” Ayesha said.

Chief Prosecutor Aminul 
Islam recently said the 
Akramul killing case is 
among several major cases 
nearing formal charges 
before the tribunal.

“One of the notable cases 
is that of councillor Akram 
in Cox’s Bazar… We are close 
to finalising the report and 
will submit it soon,” he told 
The Daily Star on April 23.

An official familiar 
with the findings said the 
investigation has identified 
the involvement of 10 
people, including former 
prime minister Sheikh 
Hasina, former home 
minister Asaduzzaman 
Khan Kamal, former Rab 
chief Benazir Ahmed, and 
former lawmaker Abdur 
Rahman Bodi.

The probe also found 
the involvement of two 
former Rab officers now in 
custody and facing trial in 
a crimes against humanity 
case, along with four other 
serving and retired members 
of the forces, the source said.

On July 20 last year, 
the International Crimes 
Tribunal-1 sent former 
Awami League lawmaker 
Bodi to jail after showing 
him arrested in connection 
with the killing.

Prosecution sources 
said an earlier investigation 
report had named the same 
10 individuals, but then 
chief prosecutor Tajul Islam 
declined to press charges, 
arguing the case did not 
meet the legal threshold for 
trial at the tribunal.

After assuming office 
in February, Aminul Islam 
ordered further scrutiny 
and directed investigators 
to submit a fresh report, 
according to an official 
familiar with the process.

Another official said 
Akramul was killed in a 
“crossfire” to suppress 
dissent, terming it a crime 
against humanity.

He said during the tenure 
of Sheikh Hasina, individuals 
who spoke out -- even from 
within her own party -- were 
killed, and Akramul’s case 
followed a similar pattern.

“Bodi considered 
Akramul a rival, as he spoke 
out against him and against 
drug-related activities at 
various forums and public 
gatherings. For this, he was 
killed,” the official added.

Akramul, a three-time 
councillor and former Teknaf 
Jubo League president, 
was killed in a “gunfight” 

with Rab members at 
Noakhalipara on Teknaf 
Marine Drive Road in Cox’s 
Bazar on the night of May 
26, 2018, during an anti-
narcotics drive.

Neither Rab nor any 
other authority has 
disclosed any investigation 
findings or whether any 
action was taken against 
those involved.

On December 10, 2021, 
the United States imposed 
sanctions on Rab and seven 
of its current and former 
top officials, including then 
IGP Benazir Ahmed and 
former Rab-7 commanding 
officer Lt Col Miftah Uddin 
Ahmed, for “serious human 
rights abuses”.

The US State Department 
specifically mentioned the 
“extrajudicial killing of 
Akramul in its statement”.
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The CDBA executive 
committee election for 2026 
is scheduled for May 21 at the 
Bar Association auditorium.

Meanwhile, the Supreme 
Court Bar Association last 
week cancelled nomination 
papers of 42 lawyers out 
of 90 candidates for its 
upcoming election, citing 
their alleged affiliations 
with the AL. Earlier, pro-
AL lawyers could not 
participate in the Dhaka Bar 
Association election for the 
2026-2027 term, held on 
April 29 and 30.

A similar situation 
prevailed in the Barishal and 
Manikganj Bar association 
elections, held on April 3 and 
February 26 respectively, 
where pro-AL lawyers could 
not join the polls.

While pro-AL lawyers 
participated in the Cumilla 
Bar Association election, 
held on April 2, they 
could not campaign and 
faced threats from several 
quarters, said Advocate 
Golam Faruk, a pro-AL 
lawyer in Cumilla.
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relatively under-recognised.
In its previous editions, 

the platform has recognised 
24 women across multiple 
categories.

The third edition will 
feature six categories 
-- Entrepreneur, Sports, 
Art & Culture, Architect 
(Residential & Commercial), 
Corporate, and Bank & 
Financial Institution. The 
categories may evolve over 
time to reflect emerging 
sectors and contributions.

The application and 
nomination window will 
open next month, inviting 
candidates from across the 
country.

The initiative aims 
to create an inclusive 
recognition platform by 
focusing on promising 
women whose work shows 
strong potential for future 
impact. 

Unlike conventional 
award platforms, the 
initiative prioritises 
individuals who have yet 
to receive widespread 
recognition but are actively 
contributing to society.

Through this initiative, 
The Daily Star and bti seek 
to not only celebrate the 
achievements of women 
throughout the year but 
also build a network of 
changemakers who can 
inspire and influence 
future generations.
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credible and inclusive 
journalism,” said Dr Vize.

“We must move 
beyond commitments 
to concrete, systemic 
changes that embed gender 
equality within media 
institutions and governance 
frameworks,” she added.

Ahmed Swapan 
Mahmud, executive director 
of VOICE, stressed that 
accountability must be 
practised to ensure that 
women journalists can 
contribute to the democratic 
discourse without facing 
systemic barriers.

At a panel discussion 
titled “Advancing Gender 
Equality and Safety 
in Media”, speakers 
highlighted the need for 
institutional reforms.

Hasibur Rahman, 
executive director of 
MRDI, said, “Media houses 
must adopt rigorous 
standards that ensure 
women can report without 
fear of retaliation or 
discrimination.”

Miraj Ahmed 
Chowdhury, executive 
director of Digitally Right 
Limited, said, “Gender 
policy in media should be 
shaped and owned by media 
professionals and embedded 
within workplace HR 
practice. A single approach 
doesn’t work for everyone.”

Samina Yasmin, director 
of Bonhishikha, said, “We 
need to create a truly safe 
and supportive environment 
for women to excel in this 
profession.”


