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Healthcare still out
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Many families also have 
limited knowledge about 
the risks of infectious 
diseases such as measles and 
the importance of modern 
treatment, while deep-
rooted trust in traditional 
healing practices continues 
to shape healthcare 
decisions.

Medical experts warned 
that measles is a highly 
contagious viral disease 
that can lead to severe 
complications, including 
pneumonia and diarrhoea, 
and may even cause death if 
untreated.

They also cautioned that 
consuming unprocessed or 
unknown substances, such 
as extracts from forest vines, 
may pose additional health 
risks to children who are 
already ill.

Meanwhile, 12 new 
patients with measles-like 
symptoms were admitted 
to Alikadam Upazila Health 
Complex yesterday, raising 
the total number of such 
patients currently being 
treated at the hospital to 52, 
said Dr Md Hanif, upazila 
health and family planning 
officer in Alikadam.

So far, there have been 
133 suspected measles cases 
in the upazila. Of them, 107 
patients were admitted to 
the hospital.

Among the admitted 
patients, 52 have been 
discharged after recovery, 
four were referred to Cox’s 
Bazar Medical College 

Hospital in critical condition, 
and 26 received treatment at 
outpatient and emergency 
departments, he said.

Under the directive of the 
Bandarban civil surgeon, a 
medical team comprising 
three doctors, three nurses, 
and one assistant civil 
surgeon has been working 
at a temporary camp set 
up at Moitree Government 
Primary School in 
Kurukpata union.

However, as most measles 
patients are coming from 
the remote border area of 
Poyamuhuri hills, another 
temporary medical camp 
has been set up at Bidyamoni 
Government Primary School 
in the Poyamuhuri area, 
with the initiative of the Mro 
Youth Organisation, he said.

Due to the lack of 
electricity at this remote 
temporary camp, only 
basic primary care is being 
provided, and all patients are 
being referred directly to the 
upazila health complex.

If there were solar power 
facilities, comparatively 
mild cases could have been 
treated at the temporary 
camp itself, Dr Hanif added.

Water from Ctg flyover adds
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During visits to several 
points along the flyover, 
this correspondent found 
water gushing down from 
the structure both during 
and after rainfall.

In some areas, the 
force of the falling water 
was strong enough to 
temporarily disrupt 
traffic, particularly for 
motorcyclists and rickshaw 
pullers. 

Many commuters had 
to slow down or stop 
abruptly as water poured 
onto moving vehicles and 
pedestrians. 

Residents said the 
problem was worsening an 
already difficult rainy-day 
commute in the port city.

“When water falls 
suddenly, it affects 

visibility and balance. 
It can easily lead to 
accidents, especially 
on slippery roads,” said 
motorcyclist Mohammed 
Ruble.

Mohammed Mayen 
Uddin, a shopper from 
the GEC Mor area, said he 
has noticed water spilling 
from the flyover near the 
Peninsula point at GEC 
during rainfall over several 
monsoon seasons.

He alleged that the 
problem has persisted 
for a long time with little 
visible action from the 
authorities.

According to 
government data, the 
flyover was constructed 
by the Chattogram 
Development Authority 
and later handed over 

to the Chattogram 
City Corporation (CCC) 
as per rules. The CCC 
engineering department 
is now responsible for 
maintaining the structure.

Contacted, Mohammed 
Rifatul Karim Chowdhury, 
executive engineer of the 
drainage and disaster 
management unit of CCC, 
admitted that water is 
spilling from the flyover 
at several points under his 
jurisdiction.

“Our team has already 
inspected the areas and 
found that the pipelines 
have cracked. We will 
install new pipelines after 
the rainfall subsides,” he 
said.

He also admitted that no 
pipelines were replaced in 
the last two monsoons.

1st JS session failed to address reform
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long democratic struggle 
in Bangladesh since 
independence and reflected 
people’s aspirations for 
a more accountable and 
representative state.

He said the reform 
proposals under the July 
Charter are not final 
solutions but steps toward 
gradual change. 

He stressed that reforms 
should be implemented 
through a Constitutional 
Reform Council rather than 
through constitutional 
amendments alone.

“If reforms are done only 
through amendments, they 
will not be sustainable. 
Future governments or 
courts could overturn 
them,” he said.

Mia Golam Parwar, 
secretary general of 
Jamaat-e-Islami, accused 
the ruling BNP of speaking 

about implementing 
the July Charter while 
avoiding commitment to a 
referendum reflecting the 
people’s mandate. 

Mamunul Haque, 
ameer of Bangladesh 
Khelafat Majlis, called 
for unconditional 
implementation of 
constitutional reforms.

Mojibur Rahman 
Bhuiyan Monju, chairman 
of AB Party, warned that 
some of BNP’s economic 
policies could lead to 
authoritarian tendencies.

Political scientist Dilara 
Chowdhury cautioned 
that rolling back reforms 
outlined in the July Charter 
could push the country 
toward authoritarian rule.

In a session on economic 
restructuring, M Masrur 
Reaz, chairman and 
CEO of Policy Exchange 
Bangladesh, pointed to 

weaknesses in governance 
and revenue reforms. 

Fahim Masrur, CEO of 
bdjobs.com, said more than 
half of educated youth aged 
21–35 remain unemployed. 

Former DCCI president 
Shams Mahmud warned 
that shrinking private-
sector credit due to heavy 
government borrowing 
could slow investment and 
economic growth.

In another session on 
rights and freedoms, NCP 
spokesperson Asif Mahmud 
Shojib Bhuyain said 
although media ownership 
has changed since August 
5, 2024, genuine media 
freedom has not been 
ensured due to the lack of an 
adequate legal framework.

“Those who supported 
fascism are now being 
celebrated as heroes, though 
they should have faced 
stricter consequences,” he 

said.
Rights activist Nabila 

Idris raised concerns over 
recent arrests related to 
online criticism of the 
government. 

Journalist Zyma 
Islam said Media Reform 
Commission had 
proposed the creation of 
an independent Media 
Commission. Under this 
framework, if any journalist 
faced political pressure 
from their office, they 
could lodge a complaint. 
Likewise, if any member of 
the public suffered due to 
dishonest journalism, they 
too could seek justice. 

However, after the 
proposal was drafted into 
law, it never saw the light of 
day, she added. 

Barrister Sara Hossain 
expressed concern over 
shrinking access to bail and 
broader legal protections.
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No innocent journalist
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Association of Bangladesh 
(NOAB), speaking at a 
discussion marking World 
Press Freedom Day at the 
Tothyo Bhaban auditorium 
in Dhaka yesterday, the 
minister said  

“While talking to 
[NOAB], he [PM] said 
that we don’t want any 
journalist to remain in 
jail without committing a 
crime,” Swapon said. The 
meeting took place on 
April 21.     

Swapon also said the 
government will ensure, 
in principle and under the 
law, professional security 
for all journalists.

Defamation cases and 
other legal complexities 
will be brought under 
institutional management 
through the Press Council, 
he said.

He said no individual 
or institution in the 
government would dictate 
terms to or call any media 
house.

“In our election 
manifesto and 31-point 
declaration, the BNP 
pledged to respect 
impartial journalism and 
objective criticism. We 
remain committed to 
ensuring protection for 
media, journalists, and 
institutions,” he said.

The minister then 
announced plans to form 
a media commission based 
on recommendations from 
a consultative committee 
of media experts.

He proposed forming 
the committee, led by a 
media expert, to guide the 
creation of the commission.

“Healthy regulation is 
needed in the media, not 
control, but regulation,” 
he said, adding that 

regulatory bodies exist 
even in countries like the 
UK and the US.

He also raised concerns 
over the accuracy of media 
data, saying circulation 
figures and TRP ratings 
were often misleading.

“Against millions of 
TV boxes, only a few 
hundred devices are used 
to determine TRP. This 
is unacceptable,” he said, 
adding that a transparent 
system is needed.

Matiur Rahman 
Chowdhury, president 
of NOAB and editor-in-
chief of Manab Zamin, 
said media freedom is 
constrained in a politically 
polarised environment.

He warned against 
growing self-censorship 
and political pressure on 
editorial choices, citing 
experiences from talk 
shows and past cases of 
harassment of broadcasters.

He also urged a review 
of blanket murder charges 
and arbitrary detentions 
of journalists, calling for 
consideration of bail and 
legal fairness.

Bangladesh Press 
Council Chairman Justice 
AKM Abdul Hakim said 
democracy and the rule of 
law require media freedom, 
alongside accountability 
and responsibility.

BFUJ Secretary General 
Kader Gani Chowdhury, 
Bonik Barta Editor Dewan 
Hanif Mahmud, and 
Independent Television 
Chief News Editor Mostofa 
Akmal also spoke at the 
event.

Dhaka University 
Professor SM Shameem 
Reza delivered the keynote, 
while PIB Director General 
Faruk Wasif moderated the 
discussion.

Man stabbed 
to death in 
Netrokona
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 

Netrokona

A man was stabbed to 
death in Durgapur upazila 
of Netrokona on Saturday 
night, said police.

The deceased is Wahidul 
Islam Kelis, 30. 

Wahidul was declared 
dead at Mymensingh 
Medical College Hospital.

OC of Durgapur 
Police Station Khandkar 
Shaker Ahmed said Nur 
Mohammad, 20, of the 
same area, attacked the 
victim after an altercation.

Police claimed Nur is an 
addict. Police arrested Nur 
yesterday and recovered the 
weapon. His mother and 
brother-in-law were also 
detained. A murder case 
was filed.


