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A similar situation was 
observed in several 
other settlements across 
Kurukpata union, 
including Maran Para, 
Langthoin Para, Ruitong 
Para, Langring, Yangring, 
Mendon, and Bidyamoni 
Para.

Local elders, including 
Chingtui Mro, Mongkhaid 
Mro, and Krongtoi Mro, 
said the method has been 
practised for generations 
whenever symptoms 
resembling measles or 
smallpox appear.

“We learned this from 
our ancestors,” Chingtui 
said.

Local residents said 
health workers rarely visit 
these remote areas to 
provide routine vaccination 
or medical services, while 
poor communication and 
high costs make it difficult 
for them to seek treatment 
at hospitals.

Many families also have 
limited knowledge about 
the risks of infectious 
diseases such as measles 
and the importance 
of modern treatment, 
while deep-rooted trust 
in traditional healing 

practices continues to 
shape healthcare decisions.

Meanwhile, 12 new 
patients with measles-like 
symptoms were admitted 
to Alikadam Upazila 
Health Complex yesterday, 
raising the total number 
of such patients currently 
being treated at the 
hospital to 52, said Dr Md 
Hanif, upazila health and 
family planning officer in 
Alikadam.

So far, there have been 
133 suspected measles 
cases in the upazila. Of 
them, 107 patients were 
admitted to the hospital.

Under the directive 
of the Bandarban civil 
surgeon, an eight-member 
medical team has been 
working at a temporary 
camp set up at Moitree 
Government Primary 
School in Kurukpata union.

As most patients 
are coming from the 
remote border area of 
Poyamuhuri hills, another 
temporary medical camp 
has been relocated to 
Bidyamoni Government 
Primary School in the 
Poyamuhuri area, with the 
initiative of the Mro Youth 
Organisation, Dr Hanif said.

No innocent journalist
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journalism and 
objective criticism. We 
remain committed to 
ensuring protection for 
media, journalists, and 
institutions,” he said.

He also raised concerns 
over the accuracy of media 
data, saying circulation 
figures and TRP ratings 
were often misleading.

“Against millions of 
TV boxes, only a few 
hundred devices are used 
to determine TRP. This 
is unacceptable,” he said, 
adding that a transparent 
system is needed.

Matiur Rahman 

Chowdhury, president of 
Noab and editor-in-chief of 
Manab Zamin, said media 
freedom is constrained 
in a politically polarised 
environment.

He warned against 
growing self-censorship 
and political pressure 
on editorial choices, 
citing experiences from 
talk shows and past 
cases of harassment of 
broadcasters.

He also urged a review 
of blanket murder charges 
and arbitrary detentions 
of journalists, calling for 
consideration of bail and 
legal fairness.

BB readying Tk 20,000cr factory
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formally announce the 
formation of the fund to 
revive closed factories later 
this week, they added.

Speaking at a rally 
organised by the Jatiyatabadi 
Sramik Dal on Friday to 
mark May Day, Tarique said 
steps would be taken to 
ensure workers’ rights and 
strengthen the economy 
by reopening shuttered 
factories.

A committee headed by 
BB Deputy Governor Md 
Kabir Ahmed has begun 
drafting a comprehensive 
policy before forming the 
fund. Banks have been asked 
to provide lists of closed 
factories along with updated 
information on their loan 
status, said BB spokesman 
Arief Hossain Khan.

Only factories with loans 
exceeding Tk 100 crore 

have been included in the 
request, while separate lists 
have been sought for fully 
closed and partially closed 
factories.

Discussions are ongoing 
with the government on 
what type of support can 
be provided to revive closed 
factories.

Once the discussions are 
finalised, the fund will be 
formed and the policy will 
be issued, he said.

To this end, the banking 
regulator held a meeting 
with commercial banks on 
Sunday, said BB officials.

“We sought advice from 
bankers on how to identify 
genuinely affected factories 
and those intending to repay 
bank loans, along with other 
details of the policy in this 
regard,” said a central bank 
official who attended the 
meeting.

In the meeting, bankers 
sought a government or 
BB guarantee so that they 
could be compensated if 
loans provided to restart 
closed factories turned into 
defaults or “bad loans” again.

They demanded 
additional collateral from 
entrepreneurs in addition 
to existing security for new 
lending. They also sought 
the option to appoint 
consultants on behalf of 
banks to monitor whether 
factories are being properly 
operated and whether 
loan funds are being used 
appropriately.

After the fall of the Awami 
League-led government in 
August 2024, the BB under 
the interim government 
introduced an easy loan 
rescheduling policy for 
affected factories and 
industries.

1st JS session failed
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long democratic struggle 
in Bangladesh since 
independence and reflected 
people’s aspirations for 
a more accountable and 
representative state.

He said the reform 
proposals under the July 
Charter are not final 
solutions but steps toward 
gradual change. 

He stressed that reforms 
should be implemented 
through a Constitutional 
Reform Council rather than 
through constitutional 
amendments alone.

“If reforms are done only 
through amendments, they 
will not be sustainable. 
Future governments or 
courts could overturn 
them,” he said.

Mia Golam Parwar, 
secretary general of 
Jamaat-e-Islami, accused 
the ruling BNP of speaking 
about implementing 
the July Charter while 
avoiding commitment to a 
referendum reflecting the 
people’s mandate. 

Mamunul Haque, 
ameer of Bangladesh 
Khelafat Majlis, called 
for unconditional 
implementation of 
constitutional reforms.

Mojibur Rahman 
Bhuiyan Monju, chairman 
of AB Party, warned that 
some of BNP’s economic 
policies could lead to 
authoritarian tendencies.

Political scientist Dilara 
Chowdhury cautioned 
that rolling back reforms 
outlined in the July Charter 
could push the country 
toward authoritarian rule.

In a session on economic 
restructuring, M Masrur 
Reaz, chairman and 
CEO of Policy Exchange 
Bangladesh, pointed to 
weaknesses in governance 
and revenue reforms. 

Fahim Masrur, CEO of 
bdjobs.com, said more than 
half of educated youth aged 
21–35 remain unemployed. 

Former DCCI president 
Shams Mahmud warned 
that shrinking private-
sector credit due to heavy 
government borrowing 
could slow investment and 
economic growth.

In another session on 
rights and freedoms, NCP 
spokesperson Asif Mahmud 
Shojib Bhuyain said 

although media ownership 
has changed since August 
5, 2024, genuine media 
freedom has not been 
ensured due to the lack of an 
adequate legal framework.

“Those who supported 
fascism are now being 
celebrated as heroes, 
though they should 
have faced stricter 
consequences,” he said.

Rights activist Nabila Idris 
raised concerns over recent 
arrests related to online 
criticism of the government. 

Journalist Zyma 
Islam said Media Reform 
Commission had 
proposed the creation of 
an independent Media 
Commission. Under this 
framework, if any journalist 
faced political pressure 
from their office, they 
could lodge a complaint. 
Likewise, if any member of 
the public suffered due to 
dishonest journalism, they 
too could seek justice. 

However, after the 
proposal was drafted into 
law, it never saw the light of 
day, she added. 

Barrister Sara Hossain 
expressed concern over 
shrinking access to bail and 
broader legal protections.
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36, the Jamaat alliance 13, 
and independents one. 

However, Jamaat alliance 
candidate Monira Sharmin’s 
nomination was cancelled. 
Another candidate, Nusrat 
Tabassum, initially faced 
rejection for a 19-minute 
delay, but the Election 
Commission later accepted 
her nomination following a 
court order and declared it 
valid. 

Monira Sharmin has 
since appealed to the High 
Court against the EC’s 
decision, requesting that 
Nusrat Tabassum’s gazette 
notification be withheld 
until her writ petition is 
resolved.

The oath ceremony was 
attended by Leader of the 
House Tarique Rahman, 
Local Government Minister 
Mirza Fakhrul Islam 
Alamgir, Home Minister 
Salahuddin Ahmad, Law 
Minister Md Asaduzzaman, 
and Opposition Chief Whip 
Nahid Islam, among others. 

Battery-run rickshaws are illegally parked beside the stairway on Dhaka’s Babubazar 
Bridge to pick up and drop off passengers, worsening traffic congestion by delaying 
buses and other vehicles. The photo was taken yesterday. PHOTO: PALASH KHAN


