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90-year-old killed 
inside mosque
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Moulvibazar

A 90-year-old man was murdered 
allegedly by a drug addict during Fazr 
prayers at a mosque in Sreemangal 
upazila of Moulvibazar early yesterday. 

The victim, Hafiz Uddin, a resident of 
Paschim Laiyarkul village, was offering 
prayers at Paschim Laiyarkul Jame 
Mosque when the attack occurred, said 
Sub-Inspector of Sreemangal Police 
Station Sajib Chowdhury.

The victim’s younger brother, Ahad 
Mia, said Hafiz Uddin was in prostration 
when Jasim Mia, 30, an alleged drug 
addict, entered the mosque and attacked 
him repeatedly with a pen, leaving him 
critically injured.

Worshippers present at the mosque 
rushed to rescue him and took him to a 
nearby hospital, but he died on the way.

Police detained the suspect shortly 
after the incident. SI Sajib said both the 
victim and the accused are from the 
same locality. “We are investigating the 
matter and will provide further details,” 
he added.
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Aminul said investigators 
had aimed to submit the 
report before May 5, but 
delays in collecting key 
evidence and completing 
inquiries in Chattogram -- 
where a major incident also 
occurred -- have pushed 
back the timeline.

Replying to a query, 
he said the number of 
accused could exceed 
20 to 25, though a 
final figure is yet to be 
determined. Investigators 
have found alleged links 
involving members of law 
enforcement agencies, 
high-ranking government 
officials, activists of 
Chhatra League and Jubo 
League, and financiers. 
Some suspects are already 
in custody, he added.

On March 12, the ICT 
issued arrest warrants for 
deposed prime minister 
Sheikh Hasina, former 
home minister Mohiuddin 
Khan Alamgir, former 
IGP Hasan Mahmud 
Khandaker, then DMP 
commissioner Benazir 
Ahmed, and Imran H 
Sarker, spokesperson for 
Gonojagoron Mancha, 
over the killings during the 
protest.

Meanwhile, ICT-2 
yesterday asked authorities 
to publish notices in two 
newspapers directing 
former ministers Hasan 
Mahmud and Mohibul 
Hassan Chowdhury Nowfel, 
along with 15 others, to 
appear before it within a 
week.

The order came after 
the tribunal was informed 
that law enforcers failed 
to arrest 17 individuals in 
a crimes against humanity 
case over the killing of six 
people during the July 
uprising.

In another development, 
police constable Nahid 
Mia, the 12th witness in a 
crimes against humanity 
case over Imam Hasan 
Tayim Bhuiyan’s killing 
in Jatrabari during the 
July uprising, told the 
tribunal that then DMP 
commissioner Habibur 
Rahman had instructed 
forces via wireless to fire live 
rounds, including Chinese 
rifles, from kneeling 
positions at protesters.

Nahid also said 
Inspector Zakir Hossain 
shot and killed Tayim 
Bhuiya, which he later saw 
in video footage.

At least 32 killed

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Jamalpur

Around 20,000 residents of 10 villages 
in Jamalpur’s Bakshiganj upazila have 
been suffering for years due to the delay 
in reconstructing a key bridge that 
collapsed seven years ago.

The bridge, over the Takimari canal 
on Alirpara-Gopalpur road, was washed 
away during the floods in 2019.

In the absence of a permanent 
structure, locals have been relying on 
makeshift bamboo bridges or small 
boats to cross the canal, often at risk.

Students of Gazi Amanuzzaman 
Modern College and Alirpara 
Bahumukhi High School are among the 
worst sufferers, as they face difficulties 
and delays in commuting daily, 
particularly during bad weather.

Zulfikar Mamun, a lecturer at the 
college, said the absence of the bridge 
has been causing serious hardship for 
students.

The lack of connectivity has also 
affected livelihoods. Local farmers 
struggle to transport agricultural 
produce to markets. In emergencies, 
delays in taking patients to hospitals 

increase health risks, especially during 
the monsoon, when conditions worsen 
significantly.

Locals said no effective initiative has 
been taken despite repeated appeals.

Sohel Rana Palash, acting chairman 
of Bogarchar union, said the matter 
has been communicated to higher 
authorities.

“Hopefully, necessary steps will be 
taken soon,” he said.

Contacted, Md Shamsul Haque, 
upazila engineer of LGED in Bakshiganj, 
said reconstruction of the bridge has 
remained stalled due to a lack of funds.

“We have yet again submitted a 
proposal in this regard for the 2025-26 
fiscal year. Construction will begin once 
allocation is approved,” he said.

7yrs on, bridge 
still not rebuilt

20,000 residents of 10 Jamalpur villages suffer

Rainwater cascades from the Muradpur–Lalkhan Bazar flyover in Chattogram during a recent 
downpour, as faulty drainage causes runoff to spill directly onto the road below, soaking 
pedestrians and disrupting traffic along the busy stretch. PHOTO: RAJIB RAIHAN
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Deliver on govt pledges
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commitment step by step.”
“You are at the highest 

level of administration in 
running the state. You are 
one of the main driving 
forces in building a strong, 
accountable, lawful and 
people-friendly state 
system,” he told the DCs.

Highlighting governance 
priorities, Tarique said 
good governance is the 
foundation of the current 
administration. “It requires 
efficient management, 
capable leadership and, 
above all, accountability.”

He said the government’s 
position against corruption 
is clear and that it 
does not want to make 
any compromise with 
corruption

In his directives to the 
DCs, the PM emphasised 
the timely implementation 
of development projects, 
maintaining the 
highest transparency in 
expenditure and ensuring 
quality in work.

He also urged officials 
not to use excessive legal 
complexities as excuses but 
to adopt realistic, effective 
and people-oriented 
decision-making so that 
citizens can receive timely 
benefits from government 
programmes.

Referring to the sports 
talent programme -- Notun 
Kuri Sports -- inaugurated 
in Sylhet on Saturday, 
Tarique Rahman said 
enthusiasm of young 
participants should inspire 

officials.
He also warned 

against compromising 
professionalism for 
promotions or preferred 
postings, saying such 
practices weaken neutrality 
and efficiency in public 
administration.

“All positions in 
administration are equally 
important. Officials must 
be mentally prepared to 
serve anywhere in the 
country and take on any 
responsibility,” Tarique said.

He said the tendency 
of always seeking 
appointments or postings 
in preferred positions is one 
of the key reasons behind 
corruption and lack of 
professionalism among 
government officials.

He said honesty, merit 
and efficiency must be 

the guiding principles in 
recruitment, transfers 
and promotions in public 
administration.

The government is 
firmly committed to 
ensuring effectiveness and 
accountability across the 
administrative structure, 
including recruiting 
personnel to vacant posts 
with transparency and 
promptness, forming 
a strong Public Service 
Commission (PSC), and 
formulating private service 
rules, Tarique said.

Referring to rapid 
technological changes, 
he said that public 
administration officials 
must prepare themselves 
to face and adapt to 
the changing times in 
order to survive in global 
competition.


