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Nuria Lopez of the 
European Union Chamber 
of Commerce in Bangladesh 
said the main issue is not 
a lack of opportunity but 
weak investor confidence, 
adding that an unfriendly 
business environment and 
unclear policy direction 
continue to discourage 
foreign investment.

She also said that 
taxation places additional 
pressure on businesses, 
as authorities often rely 
heavily on compliant firms, 
especially multinationals, 
creating an uneven playing 
field.

Sector-specific lobbying 
limits competition and 
makes it harder for new 
firms to enter the market, 
she added.

Lopez further said that 
institutional weaknesses, 
energy shortages, and the 
lack of a clear investment 
roadmap are increasing 
uncertainty, warning that 
Bangladesh could fall behind 
regional competitors.

Margub Kabir of Margub 

Kabir and Associates 
said trust is central to 
investment decisions and 
depends largely on dispute 
resolution.

He said Bangladesh 
remains weak in enforcing 
contracts and has 
previously ranked among 
the lowest globally due 
to a slow and overloaded 
judicial system.

Kabir also said 
arbitration, which foreign 
investors often prefer as it 
helps avoid court delays, 
offers limited benefit. 
This is because enforcing 
arbitral awards still 
requires going through 
the same lengthy court 
process, which reduces 
their effectiveness.

He added that the 
main problem is not a 
lack of laws but weak 
implementation, stressing 
the need to simplify 
procedures, appoint 
specialised commercial 
judges, and introduce faster 
enforcement systems.

Mahmud Hasan Khan, 
president of the Bangladesh 

Garment Manufacturers 
and Exporters Association 
(BGMEA), said improving 
the business environment 
must begin with core 
infrastructure reforms.

He said a reliable 
energy supply is the most 
urgent need, especially 
for industries moving into 
higher-value production. He 
added that man-made fibre 
manufacturing requires 
uninterrupted power, as 
even short outages can stop 
production completely.

He also pointed to 
inefficiencies in key 
logistics routes, including 
the Dhaka-Chattogram 
highway and port 
operations, which are 
increasing costs and 
reducing competitiveness.

M Masrur Reaz of Policy 
Exchange Bangladesh 
said Bangladesh’s past 
growth has been driven 
largely by private sector 
investment, which helped 
manufacturing rise from 
8 per cent of GDP decades 
ago to 25 per cent today.

However, he said 

this momentum is now 
slowing, with private 
investment declining and 
foreign direct investment 
remaining below 1 per cent 
of GDP, far behind regional 
peers.

He said this slowdown 
comes at a critical time, as 
the country aims to become 
a $1 trillion economy and 
create millions of jobs. 
These goals depend heavily 
on higher investment.

He added that the 
upcoming budget will be 
an important policy signal.

Reaz also highlighted 
practical challenges, 
including weak logistics, 
low productivity, energy 
shortages, and limited export 
diversification, which are 
worsened by fragmented 
reforms and poor 
coordination across sectors.

Farooq Ahmed, 
secretary general of MCCI, 
Sumitra Kumar Mutsuddi, 
head of corporate at BSRM, 
and Sumaiya T Ahmed, 
head of sustainability at 
Pran-RFL Group, also 
spoke at the event.

Airbus 
profits slide 
as deliveries 
drop
AFP, Paris

Airbus said Tuesday its 
first-quarter profit fell as 
it delivered fewer planes to 
customers, falling behind 
rival Boeing for the first 
time in years.

The drop in deliveries 
to 114 in the first quarter, 
compared to 143 for 
Boeing, was primarily due 
to a shortage of Pratt & 
Whitney engines.

Net profit slumped 26 
percent from the same 
quarter last year to 586 
million euros ($686 
million), with revenues 
sliding seven percent to 
12.65 billion euros.

The first quarter results 
“reflect the lower level 
of commercial aircraft 
deliveries”, said Airbus 
chief executive Guillaume 
Faury.

“In commercial aircraft, 
we continue to ramp up 
and produce as per our 
plan while navigating 
the shortage of Pratt & 
Whitney engines,” he 
added.

Listed MNCs
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Robi Axiata bucked the 
trend, with profits rising 33 
percent year-on-year to Tk 
937 crore in 2025.

Marico and Berger 
Paints, which follow a 
March fiscal year-end, were 
excluded from the analysis.

The outlook for 
MNCs, Shahidul said, has 
darkened sharply in recent 
months.

A few months ago, 
conditions looked 
promising, but the US-Israel 
war on Iran has introduced 
new uncertainty.

“Now, the outlook 
depends on the war, thus 
the oil price. The overall 
economic situation may 
worsen if oil prices rise and 
the war is prolonged. It will 
impact the performance of 
the companies,” he added.

Dollar gets 
safe-haven lift
REUTERS, Singapore/London

The dollar edged higher on Wednesday as investors 
awaited a closely watched Federal Reserve rate 
decision in what was likely  to be Chair Jerome 
Powell’s swan song, against a backdrop of an Iran 
war that shows little sign of imminent resolution.

Activity was tempered by markets  in Japan 
closing for a public holiday and by caution ahead 
of a string of major central bank decisions over 
the coming 48 hours, along with the likes of 
Amazon, Microsoft and Meta reporting earnings 
after Wednesday’s closing bell.

Against the dollar, the euro dipped 0.07 percent 
to $1.1705 while sterling slipped 0.05 percent to 
$1.3513, as both currencies edged further away 
from their highs earlier this month.

The euro is around 1 percent below where  it was 
at the end of February when the war broke out, 
while the pound is roughly unchanged.

The Fed’s rate decision will later take centre 
stage. The  central bank is widely expected to keep 
rates on hold, leaving the focus on policymakers’ 
assessment of the war’s impact on the economy 
and on Powell’s future.

Prime Bank, CPA launch co-branded 
Visa card to streamline port transactions

STAR BUSINESS DESK

Prime Bank PLC, in collaboration with 
the Chittagong Port Authority (CPA), 
has launched the “CPA-Prime Bank 
Co-Branded Visa Card”, aiming to 
enhance financial convenience and offer 
benefits to stakeholders within the port 
ecosystem.

The card is designed to ensure seamless 
transactions, improve operational 
efficiency, and provide tailored financial 
solutions for individuals and businesses 
associated with the port community. 

Rear Admiral SM Moniruzzaman, 
chairman of the Chittagong Port 
Authority, inaugurated the card as the 
chief guest at Sheraton Dhaka on Tuesday.

Moniruzzaman said, “We believe 
our initiative to advance digital 
transformation at the port will be 
strengthened by this partnership with 

Prime Bank. We congratulate all those 
involved in making this collaboration 
possible.

“This partnership will modernise 
the port’s payment system, making it 
more efficient and user-friendly, while 
simplifying business operations. Users will 
benefit from more secure and transparent 
transactions.

“We are confident that such initiatives 
will enhance operational efficiency and 
support the port’s continued growth.”

Azam J Chowdhury, chairman of 
Prime Bank Foundation, and Faisal 
Rahman, acting chief executive officer 
of Prime Bank PLC, attended the launch 
ceremony.

At the event, Chowdhury said, “We 
are proud to be associated with CPA, a 
key driver of Bangladesh’s economy. We 
believe this partnership will bring positive 
change to society.

Rear Admiral SM Moniruzzaman, chairman of Chittagong Port Authority; Azam J 
Chowdhury, chairman of Prime Bank Foundation; and Faisal Rahman, acting chief 
executive officer of Prime Bank PLC, pose for a group photograph after inaugurating 
the “CPA-Prime Bank Co-Branded Visa Card” at Sheraton Dhaka on Tuesday. 
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