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Justice essential
to consolidate
democracy: PM

UNB, Dhaka
Prime Minister
Tarique Rahman
yesterday  said
his government
has taken
steps to ensure
access Lo justice
for all, especially the financially
disadvantaged.

He stressed that there is no
alternative to establishing the rule of
justice to consolidate the country’s
renewed democratic journey.

“After more than a decade and
a half of fascist rule, the people of
Bangladesh have begun to walk once
again on the path of democracy. To
strengthen this democratic journey,
there is no alternative to establishing
the rule of justice in the country. This
justice is applicable to everyone,” he
said.

The prime minister made the

SEE PAGE 8 COL 4

UAE pulls out of
OPEC oil cartels

AFP, Dubai

The United Arab Emirates will withdraw from the OPEC
and OPEC+ oil cartels to focus on “national interests”,
it announced on Tuesday, causing fresh shockwaves as
energy prices soar over the Middle Fast war.

The UAE, one of the world’s top oil producers, which
has previously chafed at OPEC production quotas, will
pull out on Friday, a statement carried by the official
WAM news agency said.

The UAE has been an OPEC member through the
emirate of Abu Dhabi since 1967, four years before the
former British protectorate became a country.

The last OPEC member to withdraw from the cartel
was Angola in 2024.

“This decision reflects the UAE’s long-term strategic
and economic vision and evolving energy profile,” the
UAE statement said.

“During our time in the organisation, we made
significant contributions and even greater sacrifices
for the benelfit of all,” it added.

“However, the time has come to focus our efforts on
what our national interest dictates.”

The decision, in the midst of the biggest oil shock
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SSC examinees at Gomilla Ishwar Pathsala High School centre sit either with their feet raised on benches or just submerged as
rainwater floods the exam hall yesterday afternoon. The invigilator is also perched on her chair, while dirty drainwater floats
through the rooms after an hour and a half of heavy rain left much of Cumilla city waterlogged.
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BJP eyes sailron surge
in Mamata’s bastion

3.21cr head to final phase of West Bengal polls

STAR REPORT

The second and final phase of the
West Bengal Assembly elections will
be held today in 142 constituencies,
setting up a decisive contest between
the Trinamool Congress (TMC) and
India’s ruling Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP).

Spread across five districts -- North
24 Parganas, South 24 Parganas,
Nadia, Howrah, and Kolkata --
these seats are traditionally TMC
strongholds.

For TMC, it must retain its
dominance here to secure a fourth
consecutive term.

The BJP will have to breach TMC’s
fort in southern West Bengal and
secure a major share in order to
capture the throne.

In the last assembly polls in 2021,
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Dhaka Power Distribution Company is installing underground power lines in the capital’s Bijoynagar area, but the

TMC won 123 of these 142 seats, BJP
secured 18, and the Indian Secular
Front (ISF) took one.

In the first phase this time, on
April 23, voting was held in 152 0f 294
constituencies across 16 districts,
recording 93 percent turnout, one

remain TMC bastions.

In 2021, BJP had won 59 of those
seats, while TMC secured 92.

Today, 3.21 crore voters will
decide the fate of 1,448 candidates,
including Chief Minister and
TMC supremo Mamata Banerjee,

In the last assembly polls in 2021, TMC won
123 of these 142 seats, BJP secured 18, and the
Indian Secular Front (ISF) took one.

of the highest figures in the state’s
recent election history.

Local media say those districts are
largely considered BJP strongholds,
though Murshidabad and Malda,

opposition leader Suvendu Adhikari,
and half a dozen cabinet members.
People of West Bengal, an eastern
Indian state that shares a 2,216.7
km land border with Bangladesh,

Fear of ‘frozen
conltlict’ grows in
Middle East

Reports say Trump unlikely to
accept Iran’s new terms as oil
jumps above $110

AGENCIES

Efforts to end the Middle East war appeared at a standstill
yesterday, with the US considering Tehran’s latest offer to
unblock the Strait of Hormuz, and Iran saying Washington
could no longer dictate terms.

Iran has blockaded the waterway -- a vital conduit for
oil and gas shipments -- since the start of the US-Israeli
offensive two months ago, sending shockwaves through
the global economy.

The impasse yesterday drove oil prices above $110 per
barrel.

CNN reported that US President Donald Trump was
unlikely to accept Iran’s proposal to restore traffic in
the strait, as Qatar warned of the possibility of a “frozen
conflict” if a definitive resolution is not found.

“We do not want to see a return to hostilities in the
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‘No militancy
in country’

Says home minister; PM’s Adviser
Zahed says it still exists

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

No militant activities exist in Bangladesh now, Home
Minister Salahuddin Ahmed said yesterday, dismissing
concerns about such groups.

Speaking to reporters at the Coast Guard headquarters
after a programme marking its 31st founding anniversary,
he said, “I do not recognise that term [militancy].”

Without using the word “militancy”, the minister
said the term had been used during the “fascist rule” for
political gains. “In the current context, there is nothing
like that.”

He, however, added that extremist elements exist in
every country. “There are always some extremist groups,
radical forces or fundamentalist political groups around
the world.”

Responding to a query about possible militant links
within the armed forces, Salahuddin said Bangladesh,
like other countries, has its own intelligence mechanisms
within disciplined forces, particularly in the defence
services.
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work is progressing slowly, leading to increased traffic congestion and growing public suffering.

Credible, well UK froze £250m

o in assets linked
managed election oladeshis
Says EU polls observers’ final report

Says envoy Sarah Cooke
STAFF CORRESPONDENT
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The Furopean Union Election Observation Mission yvesterday termed o ; WLORTAITGT, JEeiieT; (9T, AR (IO, FeAT; ©rel, Flameis;
Bangladesh’s 2026 parliamentary elections “credible and competently grmsh ~ High BTG, ArerIrE: YR, B fleA CEAeE: WiEe, rene;
managed”, but made 19 recommendations to strengthen transparency, ommissioner

* sarah Cooke FlY , TARE; ST , A TG, AAG; (L,

credibility, and integrity of future polls.

Presenting the mission’s final report at a city hotel, Chiel Observer
Ivars Ijabs said the February 12 polls marked “a pivotal step” towards
restoring democratic governance and the rule of law.

yesterday said the
UK, since June
2025, has frozen
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“For the first time since 2008, elections were genuinely competitive, over £250 million v iiport.got bd; www ssiel-die.goy. bed; BOSTT W22 B, G |
with fundamental freedoms broadly respected,” he said. ind aSselT linked to Bangladeshi AP

The mission, however, said sporadic localised political violence and individuals.
“persistent fear of mob attacks”, often triggered by manipulated online This action underlines the UK’s m qs m m T m m (ASSET) &%%
narratives, harmed the democratic process. It said limited political space determination to uphold the rule Fifavifa e wfiwen
for women undermined their equal participation. of law and the integrity of the wifasifa s mﬁ‘rﬁmq feres THeoTY

Of the 19, six were priority recommendations. international financial system, she s

They call for revising the legal framework for parliamentary elections, said while responding to a question & ASSET sis
ensuring transparent vote tabulation at upazila and district levels, during DCAB Talk. l‘Qﬁ Project mﬁﬂﬁ'—_gw @\l

and amending the Representation of the People Order to ensure strict s
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“We are very committed to working
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