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Tawhid Hridoy and Shamim Hossain celebrate with a fist bump during their decisive unbeaten partnership as Bangladesh 
pulled off their highest successful T20I chase at home, beating New Zealand by six wickets with two overs to spare in the 
three-match series opener in Chattogram yesterday. PHOTO: BCB

ADVERTISEMENT

Delhi names new 
envoy to Dhaka
DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

India has named 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) leader Dinesh 
Trivedi as its next 
high commissioner to 
Bangladesh.

The Indian Ministry 
of External Affairs made 
the announcement 
yesterday, stating that 
the 75-year-old veteran politician is 
expected to assume his new role shortly.

The appointment is a rare instance of 

Dinesh Trivedi
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Load shedding to 
ease next week
Energy minister says full 

solution still distant
UNB

Power outages will not cease immediately 
but will ease considerably from next 
week, said Energy Minister Iqbal Hassan 
Mahmood yesterday.

At present, load shedding stands at 
1,200 to 1,500 megawatts, which will drop 
to 800 to 900MW next week, he said at 
the ‘Fourth Bangladesh-China Renewable 
Energy Forum’ organised by the Centre for 
Policy Dialogue (CPD).
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CITY

Third Terminal 
opening delayed 

to early 2027
Biman won’t have monopoly 

over ground handling
RASHIDUL HASAN

People will have to wait until early next year to use the 
Third Terminal at the Dhaka airport, as the authorities are 
yet to reach an agreement with a Japanese consortium and 
complete Operation Readiness and Airport Transfer (ORAT).

“The signing of the agreement will take at least three 
months from now. This will be followed by a test run called 
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SCBA bars AL 
lawyers from 
May polls
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Supreme Court Bar Association has 
decided not to allow pro-Awami League 
lawyers to contest its upcoming annual 
election, scheduled for May 13 and 14, 
citing the ban on the party’s activities 
under the Anti-Terrorism (Amendment) 
Act, 2025.

The decision came at an extraordinary 
general meeting of the SCBA members at 
its South Hall on Sunday afternoon.

SCBA Senior Vice-President Humayun 
Kabir Manju, a pro-BNP lawyer, presided 
over the meeting, where around 300 
lawyers were present.

Most of the meeting’s attendees were 
supporters of the BNP and Jamaat-e-
Islami, SCBA sources said.

SCBA Secretary Mahfuzur Rahman 
Milon, who conducted the meeting, told 
The Daily Star yesterday that around 100 
members had earlier requested the bar 
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Muggers in disguise 
killed the customs 
official, says Rab
STAR REPORT

They lay in wait near a bus stop in 
Cumilla after midnight, posing as 
a CNG-run auto-rickshaw driver 
and passengers, watching for a lone 
traveller.

When customs official Bullet 
Bairagi got off a bus late on April 
24, investigators said, they had 
found their target. Offering him 
a ride, they persuaded him to board the vehicle. He had 
little reason to suspect the journey would end in violence.

Once the auto-rickshaw headed towards a secluded 
area, the gang attempted to rob him. A scuffle broke out 
as he resisted, during which they threw him from the 
moving vehicle onto the footpath beside Irish Hill Hotel in 
Kotbari, causing severe head injuries. He died on the spot 
from excessive bleeding, investigators said.

The Rapid Action Battalion disclosed the details 
yesterday after arresting five suspects in connection with 
the killing.

At a press conference at the Rab Media Centre in 
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Ex-owners seek 

to reclaim SIBL
STAR REPORT

Five sponsor shareholders and former 
directors of Social Islami Bank PLC 
(SIBL) have applied to Bangladesh 
Bank to regain control of the Shariah-
based lender, which was merged with 
four others into a single state-owned 
entity under the Bank Resolution 
Ordinance, 2025.

The application, submitted yesterday 
and seen by The Daily Star, cites 
section 18(ka) of the Bank Resolution 
Act, 2026, which allows former owners 

to reclaim merged banks.
Parliament passed the act by 

amending the ordinance just over 
two weeks ago, enabling former 
owners to regain control by paying 7.5 
percent upfront of the government or 
Bangladesh Bank’s injected funds. 

The remaining 92.5 percent is 
repayable within two years at 10 
percent simple interest, according to 
the amended law. 

The amendment has drawn 
sharp criticism. Critics say the new 
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