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Farmers in the haor regions of Kishoreganj are racing against time to finish their harvesting activities amid fears of inclement 
weather in the coming days. On the fields, harvested paddy is threshed, washed, boiled, dried in the sun, broken into rice, and 
the straw piled to dry in one place. The photo was taken in the Majlishpur area of Nikli upazila. PHOTO: TAFSILUL AZIZ

WASHINGTON PRESS GALA SHOOTING

Gunman planned 
to target Trump 

officials
Says US attorney general; ‘lone 

wolf’ shooter arrested
AFP, Washington

Investigators yesterday said the gunman who tried to 
storm a gala dinner attended by US President Donald 
Trump planned to target top government officials, as 
scrutiny grew over the event’s security.

Trump, who was rushed out of the hotel ballroom in 
Washington by Secret Service agents, posted surveillance 
camera footage of the gunman attempting to sprint past 
a security checkpoint as guards drew their weapons.

After an exchange of gunfire, the suspect was detained 
at the scene and was being questioned Sunday before he is 
due to appear in court on Monday.

“He’s not actively cooperating. I expect that he will be 
formally charged tomorrow morning in federal court in 
Washington,” acting US Attorney General Todd Blanche 
told CBS’s “Face The Nation.”
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EMRUL HASAN BAPPI

Nearly two years after the July mass uprising, police have not been able 
to complete investigations into more than 90 percent of the 1,855 cases 
filed over killings and violence during the uprising, deepening concern 
and frustration among victims’ families and those falsely accused in 
many of the cases.

Of the cases filed across the country, 799 were lodged over murders 
and the rest 1,056 on other charges, including attempted murder, 
according to the Police Headquarters (PHQ).

Police officials said probes have been completed in 176 cases (about 
9.5 percent), with charge sheets submitted in 156 cases (8.4 percent).

In Dhaka alone, 905 cases, including 555 on murder charges have been 
filed with various police stations, and investigations have been completed 
in 43 cases (4.75 percent), according to court documents and police.

Case documents show that of the 43 cases, 24 saw submission of 
charge sheets, while police have submitted final reports in 19 cases, 
including 13 over murders, clearing all the accused of criminal charges.

When asked, several officials at the PHQ said it is taking considerable 
time to complete probes as a huge number of people were named as 
accused in these cases.

Legal experts said the slow progress in investigations reflects both 
the complexity of the cases and weaknesses in the country’s criminal 
justice system.

“Filing of a large number of cases immediately after a mass uprising 
is not unusual, but investigations must be conducted with due diligence 
and completed within a reasonable timeframe,” said Ishrat Hasan, a 
lawyer at the Supreme Court.

“If probes remain stalled for years, both the victims and those falsely 
accused suffer, ultimately undermining public confidence in the justice 
system,” she noted.

Ishrat also pointed out that many of the cases were filed accusing 
a large number of unnamed people, which made investigations more 
complex and time-consuming.

“Ensuring accountability for the killings and safeguarding those 
wrongly accused are equally important for upholding the rule of law… 
If the authorities fail to ensure transparent, impartial, and timely 
investigations, the justice process will become ineffective.”

She further said the authorities should prioritise scrutinising 
the cases, separating weak or politically motivated complaints from 
genuine allegations.

Meanwhile, thousands of people, including dozens of journalists, have 
been waiting for the disposal of the cases, with many claiming that they 
were not involved in the killings or acts of violence during the uprising.
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Coal overtakes gas in 
power generation 

Declining gas output shifts Bangladesh’s  
energy balance for the first time
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Over 90% of July 
uprising cases 
still under probe
Nearly 2 years on, victims’ families 
wait for closure, while those falsely 
implicated continue to suffer 

Court documents show that at least 24 cases 
have so far been filed with various police 
stations in Dhaka city against 77 journalists 
on different charges, including murder, 
attempted murder, and unlawful assembly 
linked to the uprising.

‘I just want to 
see her face 
one last time’
Bristy’s father pleads

STAR REPORT

Nahida Sultana Bristy, a 
Bangladeshi student at the 
University of South Florida, 
was still missing yesterday 
as her family demanded 
the swift return of her 
body after investigators 
informed them early Friday 
that she is feared dead.

Two Bangladeshi PhD 
students, Zamil Limon and 
Nahida Bristy, both aged 27, 
had been reported missing 
on April 17. Limon’s body 
was recovered on Friday 
from the Howard Frankland 
Bridge.
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ASIFUR RAHMAN

Bangladesh’s coal-fired power plants have, for 
the first time, outpaced gas-based generation, 
marking a major shift in the country’s power 
mix amid declining domestic gas supply and 
stagnant LNG imports.

Natural gas has historically been the largest 
primary fuel source for electricity. But falling 
output from local fields, limited imports of 
liquified natural gas (LNG), and rising use of 
imported coal have changed the picture.

According to Power Development Board (PDB) 
data, coal-fired plants supplied the highest share 
of electricity after yesterday’s daytime peak at 
12:00pm, reaching 5,185MW by 3:00pm.

Gas-based plants produced 4,915MW at 
that time. Total generation stood at 13,109MW 
before dropping during evening peak hours due 
to lower demand amid rain.

Bangladesh’s installed power generation 

capacity currently stands at 28,494MW, 
of which 12,194MW (43%) is from gas and 
7,629MW (27%) from coal. However, shortages 
in gas, coal, and furnace oil mean many plants 
remain underutilised.
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