
NEWS
DHAKA FRIDAY APRIL 24, 2026 

BAISHAKH 11, 1433 BS        9
KUSHTIA KILLINGS CASE

ICT sets May 11 
for arguments
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The International Crimes Tribunal-2 yesterday 
set May 11 to begin arguments in a crimes 
against humanity case over the killing of six 
people in Kushtia during the July uprising, 
involving four absconding Awami League 
leaders.

The date was fixed after cross-examination of 
the investigation officer concluded, completing 
testimony from all 19 prosecution witnesses.

The accused are AL Joint General Secretary 
Mahbubul Alam Hanif, Kushtia district AL 
President Sadruddin Khan, General Secretary 
Azgar Ali and city AL General Secretary Ataur 
Rahman Ata.

In another case, three state-appointed defence 
lawyers for former AL lawmaker AKM Shamim 
Osman and 11 others sought discharge, calling 
the case over killings during the 2024 uprising in 
Narayanganj “politically motivated”. The tribunal 
will pass an order on May 5. All the accused are 
absconding.

Govt eyes scaling up of childcare
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While disability care 
services remain limited, he 
said expanding them would 
require more time and 
resources. With the ageing 
population on the rise, 
elderly care has also been 
identified as a priority, and 
existing public and private 
care centres will be further 
developed.

The government 
also plans to establish 
caregiving training centres 
to meet domestic demand 
and prepare workers for 
overseas employment, 
said the minister, 
adding that training will 
include languages such 
as Japanese, Mandarin, 
English, and Arabic.

The minister encouraged 
private investment in 
the sector, saying the 
government would support 
viable initiatives despite 
resource constraints.

Such investments would 
yield long-term economic 
and social benefits, he 
added. 

“Empowering women is a 

macroeconomic necessity. 
By redefining care as a 
shared responsibility rather 
than a workload borne 
solely by women, we can 
unlock the full potential 
of our workforce,” he also 
said.

State Minister for Social 
Welfare Farzana Sharmin 
said the care economy 
must be recognised as a key 
driver of development.

Positioning care as a 
priority ensures it becomes 
a dignified sector that 
drives economic prosperity 
and empowers women, she 
said. 

Max Tunon, country 
director of ILO in 
Bangladesh, said 
transforming care into a 
public policy priority is 
unlocking a vital engine for 
economic prosperity and 
gender equality.

“We are committed to 
expanding quality and 
accessible childcare and 
long-term care services to 
address the evolving needs 
of society.”

The conclave comes 

as Bangladesh aims to 
raise women’s labour 
force participation to 
50 percent by 2030. The 
rate currently stands 
at 42.6 percent, with 
challenges including 
unpaid care burdens, 
underemployment, wage 
gaps, and informal work.

Gitanjali Singh, country 
representative of UN 
Women Bangladesh, in 
her opening remarks, 
said, “The undervaluing 
and gendered division of 
care work is one of the 
biggest drivers of gender 
inequality. Investing in 
care systems is a triple win 
for women, society and the 
economy.”

Keynote speakers from 
the ILO and ADB noted 
that investment in care 
systems could significantly 
boost economic growth.

According to ILO 
estimates, universal 
investment in childcare 
and long-term care could 
create over seven million 
decent jobs in Bangladesh 
by 2035, they noted.

A panel discussion 
titled “From Commitment 
to Action: Advancing 
the Care Economy in 
Bangladesh” explored 
pathways for translating 
policy commitments into 
practical reforms.

Speakers included senior 
secretaries from relevant 
ministries, representatives 
from the National Skills 
Development Authority, 
the Ministry of Finance, the 
Asian Development Bank, 
and academia.

The conclave also 
featured an interactive 
marketplace showcasing 
existing models of 
childcare, long-term care 
and training services in the 
country.

Study launched
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prevalence rate rose to 
65.9 percent in 2022, it 
declined to 58.2 percent in 
2025.

DGFP Director 
General Ashrafi Ahmad 
said despite limited 
government funding, 
people continue to access 
OCPs and ECPs. She 
stressed the importance 
of understanding access 
pathways to better support 
self-care practices.

She also noted 
that despite social 
taboos, young girls and 
unmarried individuals are 

accessing contraceptives, 
highlighting the need to 
break stigma and address 
biases.

Ashrafi said the study 
could generate important 
evidence to help shift 
public perception and 
strengthen family planning 
services.

WHO Deputy 
Representative to 
Bangladesh Rajesh 
Narwal emphasised the 
importance of the research, 
noting a gap between 
policy and implementation 
that the study could help 
bridge.
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No more duty-free car
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determined under the 
Members of Parliament 
(Remuneration and 
Allowances) Order, 1973. 
Under Article 3C of that 
order, MPs have been 
allowed to import cars 
without paying duty, said 
a press release from the 
Prime Minister’s Office.

The new amendment 
aims to remove this facility 
in view of the current 
economic situation, it added.

According to the 
Members of Parliament 
(Remuneration and 
Allowances) Order, 1973 
(President’s Order), a 
member shall be entitled 
to import another new 
car or microbus after the 
expiration of a period of 
five years from the date 
of his last import at the 
same terms and conditions 
provided in the sub-section.

Earlier, in their first 
parliamentary party 
meeting after taking oath 
at the Jatiya Sangsad in 
February, BNP lawmakers 
had decided not to 
take duty-free cars and 
government plots.

Opposition Jamaat-
e-Islami had also taken a 
similar decision.

 There has been 
widespread criticism of 
the duty-free car privilege 
for MPs in previous terms. 
Allegations also surfaced 
that some MPs purchased 
cars without paying taxes 
and later sold them at a 
high profit.

The cabinet also approved 
a proposal to bring Rupganj 
upazila of Narayanganj and 
Kaliganj upazila of Gazipur 

under Dhaka district.
Besides, it gave approval 

to include the Purbachal 
New Town project area 
within Dhaka North 
City Corporation, Dhaka 
Metropolitan Police, and 
Dhaka Wasa.

The cabinet has 
decided to change the 
date of National Tea Day. 
Bangladesh will now 
observe it on May 21, in line 
with International Tea Day, 
instead of June 4.

In addition, the 
cabinet approved a plan 
to remove the age limit 
for the chairman and 
commissioners of the 
Bangladesh Securities and 
Exchange Commission.

The draft of the 
Bangladesh Securities and 
Exchange Commission 
(Amendment) Act, 2026 
was approved, subject to 
vetting by the Legislative 
and Parliamentary Affairs 
Division.

Under subsection (6) of 
Section 5 of the Bangladesh 
Securities and Exchange 
Commission Act, 1993, the 
maximum age limit for 
appointing the chairman 
and commissioners is 65 
years. The amendment seeks 
to remove this limit to allow 
more experienced individuals 
to take up these positions.

Similarly, the cabinet 
approved a proposal to 
abolish the age limit for the 
chairman and members of 
the Insurance Development 
and Regulatory Authority.

The draft of the Insurance 
Development and Regulatory 
Authority (Amendment) Act, 
2026, was also approved, 
subject to vetting.

Farmers harvest watermelons amid intense heat and a heatwave, boosting demand for the hydrating fruit. The 
yield is estimated at Tk 70,000-1,00,000 per bigha of land, strengthening the rural economy this season. The 
photo was taken in Debitala village of Batiaghata upazila in Khulna yesterday. PHOTO: HABIBUR RAHMAN
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