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No more duty-free car

FROM PAGE 3

determined under the
Members of Parliament
(Remuneration and

Allowances) Order, 1973.
Under Article 3C of that
order, MPs have been
allowed to import cars
without paying duty, said
a press release from the
Prime Minister’s Office.
The new amendment
aims o remove this facility
in view of the current
economic situation, it added.
According to the
Members of Parliament
(Remuneration and
Allowances) Order, 1973
(President’s  Order), a
member shall be entitled
to import another new
car or microbus after the
expiration of a period of
five years from the date
of his last import at the
same terms and conditions
provided in the sub-section.
Earlier, in their first
parliamentary party
meeting after taking oath
at the Jatiya Sangsad in
February, BNP lawmakers
had decided not to
take duty-free cars and
government plots.
Opposition Jamaat-
e-Islami had also taken a

under Dhaka district.

Besides, it gave approval
to include the Purbachal
New Town project area
within ~ Dhaka  North
City Corporation, Dhaka
Metropolitan Police, and
Dhaka Wasa.

The cabinet has
decided to change the
date of National Tea Day.
Bangladesh ~ will  now
observe it on May 21, in line
with International Tea Day,
instead of June 4.

In addition, the
cabinet approved a plan

to remove the age limit
for the chairman and
commissioners of  the

Bangladesh Securities and
Exchange Commission.

The draft of the
Bangladesh Securities and
Exchange Commission
(Amendment) Act, 2026
was approved, subject to
vetting by the Legislative
and Parliamentary Affairs
Division.

Under subsection (6) of
Section 5 of the Bangladesh
Securities and  Exchange
Commission Act, 1993, the
maximum age limit for
appointing the chairman
and commissioners is 65
years. The amendment seeks

Farmers harvest watermelons amid intense heat and a heatwave, boosting demand for the hydrating fruit. The
yield is estimated at Tk 70,000-1,00,000 per bigha of land, strengthening the rural economy this season. The
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photo was taken in Debitala village of Batiaghata upazila in Khulna yesterday.
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KUSHTIA KILLINGS CASE

ICT sets May 11
for arguments

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The International Crimes Tribunal-2 yesterday
set May 11 to begin arguments in a crimes
against humanity case over the Kkilling of six
people in Kushtia during the July uprising,
involving four absconding Awami League
leaders.

The date was fixed after cross-examination of
the investigation officer concluded, completing
testimony from all 19 prosecution witnesses.

The accused are Al Joint General Secretary
Mahbubul Alam Hanif, Kushtia district AL
President Sadruddin Khan, General Secretary
Azgar Ali and city AL General Secretary Ataur
Rahman Ata.

In another case, three state-appointed defence
lawyers for former AL lawmaker AKM Shamim
Osman and 11 others sought discharge, calling
the case over Kkillings during the 2024 uprising in
Narayanganj “politically motivated”. The tribunal
will pass an order on May 5. All the accused are
absconding.

Study launched
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prevalence rate rose to
65.9 percent in 2022, it
declined to 58.2 percent in
2025.

accessing contraceptives,
highlighting the need to
break stigma and address
biases.

Ashrafi said the study
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