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Local litchis in Rajshahi have begun ripening, but intense heat and dry weather are causing the fruits to crack
despite earlier rainfall in the region. The photo was taken at an orchard near the Faculty of Fine Arts at Rajshahi

University recently.

Three rubber
workers
‘abducted’

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Bandarban
Three workers of a

rubber plantation were
allegedly  abducted by
armed  miscreants in
Naikhyangchhari upazila
of Bandarban late Tuesday.

The incident occurred
at a plantation owned by
Abdul Karim Bantu in the
Alikhyang area of Baishari
union.

The three
are Enamul Haque, 24,
Mohammad Hasan, 26,
and Nurul Islam, 28 -- all
residents of Teknaf in Cox’s
Bazar, according to local
sources.

They had long been
working at the plantation,
owned by Abdul Karim
Bantu, president of Baishari
union BNP, sources said.

Around 3:00am, a
group of armed men took
them hostage at gunpoint

individuals

from the plantation’s
staff quarters, they
added.  Naikhyangchhari

Police Station Officer-in
Charge Mozammel Haque
confirmed the incident
and said a joint operation
was underway to rescue the
victims.
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AlL-era fertiliser
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Responding to a question
from Tangail-6 lawmaker
Robiul Awal, the PM said the
government had launched
the Farmer’s Card on April 14
to address these challenges
and transform agriculture
into a sustainable and
profitable sector by boosting
production and productivity.

Responding o a
supplementary  question
from Narail-2 lawmaker
Ataur Rahman, the PM

said the cards would allow
support to be delivered
directly o farmers,
cnabling them to collect
allocated fertiliser, seeds,
pesticides and other inputs
from  designated local
shops without travelling
long distances, while the
government would have
detailed information on
their land and requirements.

Replying to a question
from Munshiganj-3
lawmaker Kamruzzaman,
thePMsaid thegovernment’s
clection manifesto included
publishing a comprehensive
white paper into money
laundering and corruption
during the Awami Ieague
regime.

Citing findings of the
White Paper Preparation
Committee formed by the
interim government, he
said that between 2009 and
2023, a total of $234 billion
- averaging $16 billion

annually, or approximately
Tk 1.8 lakh crore -- had been
siphoned off.

Tarique Rahman also
said the foreign ministry
was working closely with
relevant  ministries  and
agencies to conclude Mutual
Legal Assistance Treaties
and exchange Mutual Legal
Assistance Requests with
other countries to repatriate
laundered funds.

Also, an inter-agency
task force, chaired by the
Bangladesh Bank governor,
had been formed, with legal
proceedings underway in 11
prioritised cases on money
laundering identified by the
body, he added.

The cases involve ousted

prime  minister  Sheikh
Hasina and her family,
former land  minister
Saifuzzaman  Chowdhury,

S Alam Group, Beximco
Group, Sikder  Group,
Bashundhara Group, NASSA
Group, Orion Group, Nabil
Group, HBM Igbal and his
family, and Summit Group,
along with individuals and
institutions linked to their
interests.

In response to Natore-4
MP Abdul Aziz, Tarique
Rahman said within five
years, 1,000 people would
be trained as freelancers
and two million freelancer
cards would be distributed.
Already, 7,500 cards have
been issued.

No headway in probe even 1.5yrs
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Rapid Action Battalion,
who were assigned to
investigate the same case,
failed to identify the Kkillers
and submit a full-fledged
investigation report to the
courts concerned.

Sagar  Sarwar, news
editor of private television
channel Maasranga, and his
wife, Meherun Runi, senior
reporter at ATN Bangla, were
murdered in their rented
flat in West Rajabazar on
February 11, 2012.

Runi’s brother filed a
murder case with Sher-e-
Bangla Nagar Police Station
the following day, without
naming any suspects.

Hours after the
gruesome murders, the
then home minister Sahara
Khatun, now deceased,
had announced to arrest
the Kkillers in 48 hours.
More than 14 years have
passed since then, but
investigation into the case
has yet to find headway.

Contacted, Investigation
Officer Md Azizul Haque,
also an additional
superintendent of police
at the PBI, earlier told
this correspondent that
investigation into the case
is ongoing, but declined to
provide further details.

Earlier this month, a
Dhaka court on April 1
deferred the submission of
the investigation report in
the case for the 125th time,
as the IO failed to do so on
that day.

The court also set
May 7 as the new date for
submission.

Contacted,
Attorney  General
Arshadur Rouf said
he did not know the
progress of the taskforce’s
investigation into the case.

Additional
Md

The progress report will
be submitted before the HC
on the scheduled date, he

added.
Mohammad Shishir
Manir, lawyer for the

complainant of Sagar-Runi
murder case, said, “I'he HC
has extended time twice.

However, the taskforce
couldn’t complete the
investigation. =~ We  are

waiting for the next date of
report submission by the
taskforce authority.”

Earlier, on October 23
last year the HC blasted
the taskforce for failing
to submit its full-fledged
probe report in the case.

“Thirteen  years have
passed since two people
[Sagar and Runi] were
murdered. Who killed them?
Nothing could be known.
Even the investigation
into this case has not been
completed yet. People all
over the country are looking
at this case. How many
more years will it take to
complete the investigation?”
the HC bench of Justice
Fatema Najib and Justice
Fatema Anwar told the state
counsel and the taskforce
representative.

The HC bench, however,
granted six months’ time
to the taskforce for the
last time to complete the
investigation and submit
its report.

Previously, the HC on
April 22 last year granted
the taskforce an additional
six months to complete the
investigation and submit
its report.

On September 30, 2024,
another HC bench led by
Justice Farah Mahbub, now
a judge of the Appellate
Division, had ordered the
home ministry to transfer
the case’s investigation

responsibility from the Rab
and constitute a taskforce.

The order was made
following a government
petition  filed  seeking

modification of a previous
HC order on transferring
the case from the DB to Rab.

The  taskforce  was
directed to complete the
investigation and submit a
report to the court within
six months. That deadline
expired on March 31 last
year.

No consensus
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operational expenses. We
believe it is now time to
adjust transport fares.”
“Considering all factors,
we have presented our cost
structure, which currently
stands at 28 paisa per
kilometre,” he added.

Meanwhile, in a
statement yesterday,
Mozammel Haque
Chowdhury, secretary

general of the Bangladesh
Passenger Welfare
Association, alleged that
busandlaunch ownerswere
pushing for an unjustified
fare hike by 64 percent and
42  percent respectively,
and some officials were
siding with them, while
passenger representatives
were excluded from the
decision-making process.

He said past fare hikes
in 2022 were only partially
rolled back when diesel
prices fell, with passengers
not benefiting due to weak
monitoring.

He argued that the
recent Tk 15 increase in
diesel prices does not
justify the proposed fare
hikes, warning of protests
if rates rise by more than 15
paisa per kilometer.

Govt mulls
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primary curriculum
centred on learning
through play and
storytelling was underway.
The ministry would move

carefully on curriculum
changes and seek support
from  stakeholders, he
added.

Hajjaj mentioned
existing challenges
regarding infrastructural
issues in the primary

education sector.

He also said financial
support would be essential
for children from low-
income families o
continue schooling, as
many families would opt
to send their children to
work instead without cash
incentives.

Hajjaj highlighted the
government’s midday meal
programme, now being
implemented on a pilot
basis in 151 upazilas, and
said it would be expanded
in phases nationwide
within the next year.

Students are  being
provided different meals
on different days following
a menu designed (o
maintain roughly similar
nutritional value each day,
with support from the
World Food Programme
and nutrition specialists
at Dhaka University, he
noted, adding that the
government also aims
to introduce hot cooked
meals in the future.

He, however, said scaling
such a programme from a
limited number of schools
to more than 65,000
nationwide  remains a
major challenge.

Professor Emeritus
Manzoor Ahmed and
State Minister for Planning
Zonayed Abdur Rahim Saki
were also present, while
Campe Executive Director
Rasheda K Choudhury
moderated the event.

Farida Khanom
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Ministry of Home Affairs.

She will replace
incumbent Dhaka DC
Rezaul Karim. As of filing
this report, authorities
have not announced his
next posting.

According to public
administration  ministry
sources, the appointment
marks a milestone
in the capital's field
administration, with Farida
becoming the first female
officer to serve as Dhaka’s
deputy commissioner.

Two special

FROM PAGE 3

Bank, also served as an
adviser to BNP Chairman
Tarique Rahman and was
a member of the party’s
central election steering
committee.

Saimum Parvez, who
currently serves as a
special assistant to the BNP
chairman’s Foreign Affairs
Advisory Committee and
was also a member of the
party’s central election
steering committee, has
been appointed on a one
year contractual basis.

Previously, on April 2,
the government appointed
four special assistants to
the prime minister on a
contractual basis.

Long-delayed BMU facility
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speaking to reporters after
attending a Memorandum
of Understanding signing
event at the hospital,
alongside Health Minister
Sardar Md Sakhawat Husain.

The hospital’s director
Prof Saifulllah said many
highly sophisticated
procedures, such as kidney
transplants, are supposed
to be conducted at the
facility, requiring highly
skilled personnel.

“But we will not get
such manpower if we offer
salaries under the existing
government pay scale. So

we have proposed hiring
staff on a contract basis
with relatively higher pay,”
he told this correspondent

yesterday.

However, the university’s
last syndicate did not
approve the proposal,
further  delaying  the
process, he added.

“We need special

concessions to make this
hospital a model facility
where people can receive
services like top private
hospitals, but at a much
lower cost,” he added.
Officials said they are
working on  resolving

the issue and hope for
progress under the new
administration.

They are still working
on the issue and hope for
a better outcome in the

changed situation, he
added.

MoU SIGNED

BMU and the Second
Affiliated  Hospital  of

KunmingMedicalUniversity
signed a memorandum of
understanding (MoU) to
run a joint surgical clinic at
BMU.

Speaking at the event,
the health minister said
the agreement reflects the

long-standing relationship
between the two countries
and sought further Chinese
support, particularly to
improve healthcare in rural
areas.

Chinese Ambassador
Yao Wen said China has
long been investing in the
developmentofBangladesh’s
health sector, including
establishing facilities such
as robotic rehabilitation and
cardiovascular clinics.

The programme was
chaired by the BMU vice
chancellor and attended
by officials from both
countries.
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