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PROTESTING ‘HARASSMENT’

RMCH interns enforce 
work stoppage 

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Rajshahi

Intern doctors at Rajshahi Medical 
College Hospital began a 24-hour 
work stoppage at 9:00am yesterday, 
protesting what they called 
“continuous harassment” and a 
growing “mob culture” in the hospital.

The absence of around 230 
interns has disrupted services, with 
patients reporting delays and a lack of 
treatment, while authorities struggle 
to fill the gap.

“I admitted my wife on Monday 
night, but her treatment has yet to 
begin,” said Bakkar Ali from Bagha 
upazila. “I heard the doctors are 
protesting, but if this continues, it will 
create serious problems for us.”

Intern representative Tanvir 
Ahmed Toukir said three colleagues 
were harassed by patients’ relatives 
over two days.

“On Sunday night, two male 
interns were harassed in ward 13, 
and on Monday, a female intern was 
surrounded and humiliated in ward 
36,” he said. “In the absence of proper 
investigation and justice, we were 
compelled to announce the work 

stoppage.”
“We work an average of 14 

hours daily, yet workplace safety is 
neglected,” he added, warning of 
stricter action if demands are not met 
within 24 hours.

As part of their programme, the 
interns staged a sit-in yesterday and 
announced a one-hour human chain 
and press briefing at 9:00am today.

RMCH spokesperson Dr Shankar 
K Biswas said the hospital is trying to 
maintain services with senior doctors.

“We are facing challenges due to the 
interns’ absence,” he said, adding that 
discussions are ongoing to resolve the 
situation.

Appeal 
for help
CITY DESK

Md Firoz 
Akon, 
45, from 
Bauphal in 
Patuakhali, 
has been admitted to 
Patuakhali Medical College 
Hospital for the past six 
months with blood cancer 
and gallbladder stones, said 
a press release.

The family of Firoz, a 
house painter by profession, 
has already spent more than 
Tk 1 lakh on his treatment.

Doctors at the hospital 
have suggested that he 
needs surgery to remove 
the gallbladder stones. He 
will require around Tk 5 
lakh for the procedure, the 
doctors said.

However, the family is 
unable to bear the expense 
alone. They have appealed 
to well-off members of 
society to extend a helping 
hand to save his life.  Aid can 
be sent to Rubel Akon (the 
patient’s younger brother), 
A/C No: 3051580153021, 
Dutch-Bangla Bank PLC, 
Dholaikhal Branch, Dhaka; 
bKash and Nagad No: 
01725514190.

A worker threshes paddy using a traditional winnowing fan (kula in Bangla), separating chaff, dust, and straw. 
Despite the availability of modern machinery, women farmers in the haor region still rely on this method. The 
photo was taken in Majlishpur union of Kishoreganj recently. PHOTO: TAFSILUL AZIZ

Barrister 
Aminul 
Hoque’s death 
anniversary
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Today 
marks the 
7th death 
anniversary 
of Barrister 
Aminul 
Hoque, 
former posts and 
t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s 
minister and former vice 
chairman of BNP.

Born in Rajshahi, 
Barrister Hoque began 
his public life as a young 
activist in the movement 
against the military rule 
of Field Marshal Ayub 
Khan. His prominent role 
in the anti-Ayub agitation 
led Pakistani police to 
issue a warrant for his 
arrest, compelling him to 
leave what was then East 
Pakistan.

During the 1971 
Liberation War, he played 
an active role in London, 
organising the Bangladeshi 
diaspora in support of the 
cause of independence.

After returning to 
Bangladesh with a Bar-at-
Law degree, he apprenticed 
under the distinguished 
barrister Rafiqul Huq. 

He was involved in 
drafting the charters of 
several prominent banks 
and stock exchanges in the 
country. 

Prior to entering 
politics, he also served as 
a lecturer at the Faculty of 
Law of Dhaka University.

Following the fall of the 
Ershad regime in 1990, 
Barrister Hoque was among 
the pioneering political 
leaders who helped restore 
parliamentary democracy 
in Bangladesh. 

He was elected MP from 
the Rajshahi-1 constituency 
three times -- in 1991, 1996, 
and 2001.  

He passed away on April 
21, 2019.

He left behind his wife, 
daughter, son, daughter-in-
law, two granddaughters, 
and a host of relatives and 
well-wishers to mourn his 
death.

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The attack on the deputy director of the 
National Institute of Cancer Research 
and Hospital (NICRH) was triggered by a 
dispute over a hospital tender between two 
groups, Rab said yesterday. 

According to Rab, the clash involved 
two rival groups -- one led by Rubel and 
the other by the Monayem Group -- over 
the tender.

“Acting on instructions from Rubel, 

who is currently in Malaysia, two to three 
hired attackers carried out the assault 
on Ahmad Hossain to intimidate the 
hospital authorities,” said MZM Intekhab 
Chowdhury, director of Rab’s legal and 
media wing, at a press briefing at the Rab 
Media Centre in Dhaka’s Karwan Bazar.

The attackers were hired for Tk 20,000, 
said the Rab official, quoting five suspects, 
who were arrested from different parts of 
Dhaka.

NICRH deputy director attacked 
over hospital tender dispute: Rab
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