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Bangladesh-Japan EPA sets
benchmark for future trade deals: ICCB

STAR BUSINESS DESK

The Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA)
between Bangladesh and Japan is set to

serve as a precedent for future agreements
with major economies such as the European

Union, the Association of Southeast Asian

Nations (Asean), and the United Kingdom, as
Bangladesh seeks to expand its global trade

network.
As  Bangladesh’s
economic partnership

first

with a developed
economy, the EPA is viewed as a strategic
step in preparing for its post-Least Developed
Country (LDC) era, according to the latest
news bulletin of the International Chamber
of Commerce-Bangladesh (ICCB), released on

Monday.
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Under the agreement, Japan has granted
to 7,379 Bangladeshi
products, covering nearly 97 percent of the
country’s export basket, including readymade
garments.

This is expected to help Bangladesh
mitigate potential tariff shocks as it graduates
from LDC status.

The FEPA goes beyond tariff benefits,

access

incorporating  provisions on  services,
investment, customs facilitation, intellectual
property, and digital trade.

Japan will open 120 service sub-sectors to
Bangladeshi professionals, while Bangladesh
will allow access to 97 sub-sectors, creating
new opportunities in areas such as IT,
engineering, and caregiving.

The ICCB bulletin noted that the
agreement could play a key role in diversifying
Bangladesh’s export base, which has long been
dominated by garments.

Sectors such as electronics, automotive
components, and processed goods are
likely to benefit from increased Japanese
investment and integration into regional
supply chains.

Mutual Trust Bank hosts workshop
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Air Vice Marshal (retd) Altaf Hossain Chowdhury, a former minister for home and
commerce, poses for a group photograph with participants of a workshop on
foreign direct investment organised by Mutual Trust Bank PLC in Dhaka recently.

on foreign direct investment

STAR BUSINESS DESK

Mutual Trust Bank PLC, in association with its MNC
Banking Department, recently organised a workshop
on “Foreign Direct Investment in Bangladesh”.

The event brought together policymakers,
regulators, foreign investors, and business leaders,
to discuss strategies for strengthening Bangladesh’s
investment climate and attracting sustainable foreign
direct investment (FDI).

Air Vice Marshal (retd) Altaf Hossain Chowdhury,
president of the Bangladesh-China Cultural, Economic
& Mass Communication Centre and former minister
for home and commerce, inaugurated the programme
as the chief guest, according to a press release.

In his address, Chowdhury emphasised the
importance of policy consistency, infrastructure
development, and enhanced international cooperation
to unlock Bangladesh’s full FDI potential.

Pubali Bank opens 1,000th
ATM/CRM booth at DU

STAR BUSINESS DESK to delivering customer-centric
technology-driven banking services.

“The establishment of our 1,000th
ATM/CRM booth at the University of
Dhaka marks a significant milestone
in our ongoing digital transformation
journey,” he said. “Pubali Bank PLC will
continue to expand its technology-based
services, promote financial inclusion, and
actively contribute to building a cashless
economy,” he added.

Prof Sayema Haque Bidisha, pro
vice chancellor (administration) of
the University of Dhaka, attended the
programme as a special guest, while Prof
M Jahangir Alam Chowdhury, treasurer of
the university, presided over the event.

Among others, Fatema Binte Mustafa,
estate manager of the university; Ashim
Kumar Roy, general manager and head of
the card operation division at the bank;
Abu laich Md Samsujjaman, general
manager and regional head for Dhaka
Central; and Masuma Khatun, deputy
general manager of Shahbag Avenue
Branch, were also present.

and

1,000th (ATM/CRM) booth at the Registrar
Building of the University of Dhaka.

The newly installed booth will enable
customers to avail a wide range of
automated banking services, including
cash withdrawal and deposit, ensuring a
modern, convenient, and time-eflicient
banking experience. Prof ABM Obaidul
Islam, vice-chancellor of the university,
inaugurated the booth as the chief guest,
according to a press release.

Speaking on the occasion, Prof Islam
said, “The expansion of digital banking
services is an essential requirement of
the present time. This initiative by Pubali
Bank PLC will facilitate students, teachers,
and other stakeholders of the university
community with easy, fast, and secure
financial services and play an important
role in promoting digital transactions.”

Mohammad Ali, managing director and
CEO of the bank, also attended the event
and reaffirmed the bank’s commitment

Prof ABM Obaidul Islam, vice-chancellor of the University of Dhaka, inaugurates Pubali
Bank’s 1,000th booth at the university’s Registrar Building yesterday. Mohammad Ali,

managing director and CEO of Pubali Bank PLC, was present. PHOTO: PUBALI BANK
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