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Aim is to take full 

control of borders
Says Lebanon president ahead of talks with Israel

AGENCIES

Lebanese President Joseph Aoun 
yesterday said that planned talks 
with Israel aim to end hostilities 
and the occupation in the south, 
despite the rejection of negotiations 
by Hezbollah and its supporters.

“The choice to negotiate aims 
to stop hostilities, end the Israeli 
occupation of southern regions 
and deploy the (Lebanese) army 
all the way to the internationally 
recognised southern borders” with 
Israel, Aoun said in a statement.

A 10-day ceasefire, pausing more 
than six weeks of war between 
Hezbollah and Israel, started on 
Friday after being announced by US 
President Donald Trump.

The truce in Lebanon was 
also one of Iran’s conditions for 
resuming talks with Washington to 
extend their separate ceasefire.

Aoun’s moves yesterday came 
after a forceful address to the 
nation Friday night in which he said 

“we negotiate for ourselves... we are 
no longer a pawn in anyone’s game, 
nor an arena for anyone’s wars, and 
we never will be again”.

Hezbollah is not part of the talks, 
and its supporters strongly oppose 
Lebanon-Israel talks. Lebanon is 
officially at war with Israel and has 
no diplomatic ties with it.

Israeli attacks killed nearly 2,300 
people and forced over a million 
to flee their homes, Lebanese 
authorities said, since Hezbollah 
dragged the country into the 
Middle East war last month.

The talks came after Israel 

yesterday told residents of south 
Lebanon to stay out of a belt of 
territory running the length of the 
border and not to approach the 
area of the Litani River, entrenching 
its grip over southern Lebanon 
despite a ceasefire in the war with 
Hezbollah.

The Israeli military posted a 
map on social media with a red 
line through 21 villages across the 
south, and said residents should 
not move into the area between 
it and the border, saying Israeli 
troops were maintaining positions 
in the south “in the face of ongoing 
terrorist activities” by the Iran-
backed group.

The map named more than 50 
other villages in the south to which 
residents should not return. The 
Israeli military also said it was not 
permitted to approach the area of 
the Litani River, which mostly flows 
to the north of the area the Israeli 
military said residents should stay 
out of.

Israel kills 2 more in Gaza
UN-EU assessment says over $71b needed over 

next decade to rebuild Gaza
REUTERS, Cairo

Israeli strikes killed at least two 
Palestinians in separate incidents in the 
Gaza Strip yesterday, health officials said, 
and fighters from Hamas clashed with 
gunmen from an Israeli-backed militia, 
witnesses said.

Medics said one man was killed in an 
Israeli airstrike in the Bureij camp in the 
central area of the enclave, while another 
strike killed one person and wounded 
others in Gaza City.

The two deaths were the latest violence 
to overshadow the US-brokered ceasefire 
deal signed in October after two years of 
full-blown war between Israel and Hamas. 

The ceasefire left Israeli troops in 
control of a depopulated zone that makes 
up well over half of Gaza, with Hamas 
controlling the narrow coastal strip that 
remains. 

More than 750 Palestinians have been 

killed since the ceasefire deal took effect.
Israel says it aims to thwart attacks by 

Hamas and other militant factions.
Also on Monday, residents and sources 

close to Hamas said members of an Israeli-
backed militia operating in an area under 
Israeli control clashed with Palestinian 
fighters after crossing into a Hamas-run 
area east of Khan Younis.

More than $71 billion will be needed 
over the next decade for recovery and 
reconstruction in war-ravaged Gaza, 
according to an EU-UN assessment 
published yesterday.

After more than two years of Israel’s 
war in the Palestinian territory, “recovery 
and reconstruction needs are estimated 
at around $71.4 billion”, said the final Gaza 
Rapid Damage and Needs Assessment 
developed by the United Nations and the 
European Union, in coordination with 
the World Bank.

A woman stands amid the debris of a destroyed building in the Haret Hreik area of Beirut’s southern suburbs 
yesterday.

Children wade through floodwaters following heavy rainfall in Assam’s Guwahati yesterday. PHOTO: AFP  

Israel never 
talked me 

into the war 
with Iran.

DONALD TRUMP
US president

Bangladesh, EU eying FTA after partnership deal
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translated into 24 
European languages before 
it is signed.

Officials said 
Bangladesh’s relationship 
with the EU, the country’s 
largest export destination, 
has been that of 
development cooperation 
under the Cooperation 
Agreement signed in 2001.

Since then, Bangladesh’s 
exports to the EU have risen 
to around $26 billion, while 
the EU is placing more 
importance on Bangladesh, 
a rapidly growing country.

The EU’s duty-
free market access for 
Bangladeshi goods will end 
by 2029, and Bangladesh 
will be required to meet 
certain conditions, 
including on labour rights, 
environment, and human 
rights.

“The PCA is a 
foundational agreement. 
We will have different joint 

committees on various 
sectors, including trade, 
investment, environment, 
labour, etc.,” said a foreign 
ministry official, preferring 
anonymity.

Against this backdrop, 
Bangladesh is seeking 
preferential market 
access and the launch of 
negotiations on an FTA 
and IPA. “We would like 
our exports to the EU to 
be protected and also 
ensure the protection of 
European investments in 
Bangladesh,” he told The 
Daily Star.

Bangladesh has been 
part of the EU’s Global 
Gateway Initiative, under 
which the country can 
get funding for renewable 
energy projects. The EU 
also included Bangladesh 
in its Talent Partnership, 
under which a skilled 
workforce can migrate to 
EU countries.

Altogether, the 

relationship with the EU 
is set to be elevated, and 
the two sides discussed 
all areas of cooperation, 
ministry sources said.

Khalilur Rahman and Kaja 
Kallas yesterday discussed 
political, economic, and 
development cooperation, 
focusing on trade and 
investment, Indo-Pacific 
cooperation, migration, 
skills development, labour 
standards, and the Rohingya 
crisis.

They also said the 
agreement will help 
strengthen cooperation on 
regional and global issues 
of shared interest.

He briefed her on 
Bangladesh’s recent 
democratic developments 
and ongoing reform and 
development efforts, 
while thanking Kallas for 
sending a strong election 
observation mission during 
the recent parliamentary 
elections.

Kallas highly 
appreciated Bangladesh 
for its very successful and 
credible elections.

Separately, Khalilur also 
met Ekaterina Zaharieva, 
commissioner for Startups, 
Research and Innovation of 
the European Commission, 
in Brussels and discussed 
expanding Bangladesh–EU 
cooperation in research, 
science, technology, and 
innovation.

They highlighted the 
importance of artificial 
intelligence, digital 
innovation, climate 
resilience, green transition, 
health, and sustainable 
development.

The meeting reaffirmed 
a shared commitment to 
building a forward-looking 
and innovation-driven 
partnership.

The Bangladesh foreign 
minister also held a 
bilateral meeting with 
Maxime Prévot, deputy 

prime minister and 
minister of foreign affairs, 
European affairs and 
development cooperation 
of the Kingdom of Belgium.

The meeting reviewed 
the state of Bangladesh–
Belgium relations and 
explored avenues for 
enhanced cooperation 
in trade, investment, 
connectivity, innovation, 
and multilateral 
engagement. The two 
sides agreed to hold the 
third Bangladesh-Belgium 
Consultations in Brussels 
later this year.

Khalilur encouraged 
greater engagement 
by Belgian businesses 
and institutions in 
Bangladesh, particularly 
in areas where Belgium 
has recognised strengths, 
including logistics, port 
management, biotech 
and pharmaceuticals, 
technology, and water 
management.

Fuel price hike
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a question from independent 
MP Rumeen Farhana, saying 
it is important to understand 
why inflation is unlikely to rise 
significantly.

He said that compared to 
the global surge in fuel prices, 
Bangladesh’s increase has been 
relatively moderate.

“For example, diesel has 
gone from Tk 100 to Tk 115 per 
litre. In an industrial plant, fuel 
accounts for about 7-8 percent 
of production costs. If the price 
of diesel rises by 15 percent, the 
impact on overall costs remains 
minimal,” he explained.

He added that in the 
transport sector, a bus covering 
200 kilometres consumes 
around 25-30 litres of diesel. 
“The extra cost of about Tk 
450 for those 30 litres, when 
spread across 10,000 kilograms 
of goods in a truck, adds only a 
negligible burden per unit,” he 
said.

“This means that while fuel 
prices have risen, the effect on 
inflation is not as dramatic as 
it may seem. The economy’s 
fundamental balance remains 
intact. Like other countries, 
Bangladesh has adopted a 
moderate policy, keeping the 
increase modest,” he added.

The minister also noted that in 
the United States, fuel prices vary 
from state to state due to local 
taxes. Before the war in the Middle 
East, many US states had fuel 
prices around $2.70-$2.80 per 
gallon, which later rose to over $5.

He further said that, 
compared with neighbouring 
countries and similar 
economies, petroleum prices 
have risen more sharply 
elsewhere, adding that in many 
countries fuel prices are adjusted 
automatically without requiring 
direct government intervention.

city

NIRCH deputy
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police investigating, he said.
Asked whether the assault 

was linked to tender-related 
issues, he said that Ahmed is 
the key person for such work at 
the hospital and those involved 
in tender matters often receive 
threatening phone calls.

Whether yesterday’s attack is 
connected to that will be known 
after the investigation, he added.

Faridul Islam, the officer-in-
charge of Banani Police Station, 
said they have collected CCTV 
footage from the spot and 
nearby areas. Police could not 
yet ascertain the reason behind 
the attack as they have not been 
able to talk to the injured.


