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Couple burnt 
to death in 
Dinajpur
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 

Thakurgaon

A couple were burnt to death 
early yesterday after a fire 
broke out at their house in 
the Suihari Ashrampara area 
of Dinajpur municipality.

The deceased were 
identified as Tapan Kumar 
Sarcar, 45, and his wife Lata 
Sarcar, 37.

Mohammad Nurnabi, 
officer-in-charge of 
Dinajpur Kotwali Police 
Station, told The Daily Star 
over the phone that the fire 
broke out on the first floor 
of the house around 1:00am.

The couple, who were 
inside at the time, could 
not escape and were burnt 
to death.

The victims’ son, Tibra 
Sarcar, said he had gone to 
a petrol pump in the town 
around midnight to collect 
fuel. About an hour later, 
a neighbour called and 
informed him about the fire.

He rushed home but 
could not go upstairs due 
to the blaze.

Obaidul Islam, senior 
station officer of Dinajpur 
Fire Service and Civil 
Defence, said the fire might 
have originated from a gas 
cylinder leak. Police said an 
unnatural death case was 
filed with the police station 
in this connection.

Man dies five 
days after 
being hacked 
over land
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, 

Chattogram

A man, who was hacked 
during a clash over a land 
dispute in Patiya upazila 
of Chattogram, died at 
Chattogram Medical 
College Hospital early 
yesterday.

Abul Kashem, 55, 
a resident of Dakkhin 
Gobindarkhil of Patiya 
municipality, succumbed to 
his injuries around 6:00am, 
hospital sources said.

Police said Kashem had 
a long-standing dispute 
with a neighbour over a 
piece of land. The conflict 
escalated when Kashem 
tried to stop the neighbour 
from constructing a road 
through the disputed 
property.

During the ensuing 
altercation, Kashem and his 
two brothers, Abul Kalam, 
50, and Abu Musa, 47, were 
indiscriminately hacked 
with sharp weapons on 
Wednesday, said police. 

Locals rescued them 
and rushed them to CMCH. 
While Kashem succumbed 
to his injuries yesterday, the 
condition of Abul Kalam is 
reported to be critical.

Patiya Police Station 
Officer-in-Charge Jiaul 
Huq said a case was filed 
on Sunday naming three 
individuals along with 
several unidentified others.

“The initial case will now 
be converted into a murder 
case following the victim’s 
death. We are conducting 
drives to apprehend the 
accused,” the OC added.

Jamaat-led
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Jagpa Chairman Tasmia 
Pradhan, as well as Mahbuba 
Hakim of Bangladesh 
Khelafat Majlis’s women’s 
wing, are also on the list.

Mahbuba Hakim is 
reportedly a niece of 
Bangladesh Khelafat Majlis 
Ameer Mamunul Haque.

Rokeya Begum, the 
mother of July martyr Jabir 
Ibrahim, has also been 
nominated.

Nomination papers are 
scheduled to be submitted 
tomorrow to the Election 
Commission office in 
Agargaon. Voting is set for 
May 12, according to the EC 
schedule.

The 50 reserved seats 
for women in parliament 
are allocated to parties 
in proportion to their 
representation in general 
seats, with one reserved seat 
for every six general seats. 
The BNP-led alliance is 
expected to get 36 seats, the 
Jamaat-led alliance 13, and 
independents one seat.

Speaking at the press 
conference, Hamidur 
Rahman Azad said 
candidates were selected 
based on academic 
qualifications, integrity, and 
political experience.

On nominating a member 
of a July martyr’s family, he 
said the move was intended 
to honour the sacrifices that 
made the current political 
environment possible.

A daily struggle for water
FROM PAGE 3

Another resident, Jiken 
Chakma, echoed the 
concern. “We couldn’t install 
a deep tube well due to rocks 
underground, and digging a 
well is unlikely to yield water. 
We will always struggle to 
get water,” he said.

The crisis is not limited 
to one area. Remote upazilas 
such as Baghaichari, Barkal, 
Juraichari, Belaichari and 
Kaptai are also facing 
shortages.

In Devtachari village of 
Wagga union in Kaptai, 
home to about 70 families, 
a stream that once held 

water year-round has nearly 
dried up. “We used to bathe 
in the stream and use it 
for household chores, but 
now it stays dry most of 
the year except during the 
monsoon,” said resident 
Liton Tanchangya.

“Those who can afford 
it install tube wells and use 
motor pumps, while others 
collect water from distant 
wells. In some areas, even 
well water is unavailable.”

Rekhin Chakma of 
Chelachhara village in 
Kawkhali said, “During 
Falgun–Chaitra, we can 
sometimes get water by 

digging 8–10 feet, if we are 
lucky.”

Sadhana Devi Chakma 
from the same village said, 
“Sometimes we have to fight 
for water. After waiting in 
long lines for hours, we often 
manage only a pitcher.”

Sabuj Chakma, founder 
of the Biodiversity 
Conservation Society of 
CHT, said the main cause of 
the crisis is the destruction 
of natural forests.

“Deforestation and 
monoculture plantations, 
including teak, are drying 
up mountain streams and 
waterfalls. Climate change 
is worsening the situation 
with droughts and erratic 
rainfall. Planting native 
species along waterways 
could help,” he said.

Parag Barua, executive 
engineer of the Public Health 
Engineering Department 
in Rangamati, said, “Water 
demand rises during the dry 
season. We are identifying 
the worst-affected areas 
and prioritising them in our 
work.”

The Dabir-Sohani-Suraiya Foundation awards scholarships to meritorious and financially challenged students 
of the Faculty of Business Studies at Dhaka University on April 19 at the Professor Dr Abdullah Farouk 
Multipurpose Hall. Prof Mahmood Osman Imam, dean of the Faculty of Business Studies, DU; and Chowdhury 
Mohammed Hanif Shoeb, president of the foundation and managing director of Salma Group, handed over the 
scholarships. Foundation vice presidents Salma Chowdhury and Md Arfan Ali were, among others, present.
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STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court yesterday deferred hearing on a 
writ petition challenging the legality of repealing 
the ordinance issued by the interim government 
to establish a separate secretariat for the Supreme 
Court.

The bench of Justice Ahmed Sohel and Justice 
Fatema Anwar said the petition will remain on its 
cause list until the Appellate Division decides on 
an appeal the state plans to file against the HC 
verdict that directed the government to establish 
the SC Secretariat.

The bench also expressed its expectation that 
the government will not alter existing structures 
of the SC Secretariat in the meantime, petitioners’ 
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STAR REPORT

People across Sylhet division are 
enduring worsening power cuts as 
load-shedding has intensified over 
the past week.

Bangladesh Power Development 
Board and Rural Electrification 
Board officials say supply remains 
far below demand, forcing offices 
and businesses to close early.

In Sylhet, BPDB recorded a 
peak demand of 210 megawatts 
at 5:00pm yesterday, against 
a supply of 180MW. “We are 
scheduling around 30MW of load-
shedding based on the allocation 
from Power Grid Bangladesh,” 
said Mohammed Imam Hossain, 
BPDB’s chief engineer in Sylhet.

The situation is more acute in 
rural areas, where only about two-
thirds of demand is being met, 

resulting in prolonged outages.
Paresh Chandra Mondal, 

superintending engineer of 
REB’s Sylhet zone -- covering 
all four districts of the division 
and Brahmanbaria -- said peak 
demand on Sunday stood at 
576MW, against a supply of 
361MW, leaving a 215MW deficit.

Residents say the outages are 
disrupting livelihoods and studies.

Abir Hasan, who runs a mobile 
repair shop in Tahirpur of 
Sunamganj, said, “We are asked to 
close by 7:00pm but get only two 
to three hours of electricity during 
the day. Running a business like 
this is impossible.”

Tanim Ahmed, a student 
of Murari Chand College, said 
frequent outages are hampering 
exam preparation.

Meanwhile, in Noakhali, 

residents across nine upazilas 
are facing severe load-shedding. 
Around 1.29 lakh BPDB consumers 
and 8.2 lakh users under the 
Noakhali Palli Bidyut Samity are 
affected.

Palli Bidyut sources said a 
demand of about 200MW is being 
met with only two-thirds of supply. 
BPDB officials reported receiving 
just 15–17MW against a demand of 
36MW in Noakhali municipality 
and surrounding areas.

“In 24 hours, we get no more 
than five to six hours of electricity, 
and that too in short intervals,” 
said Poli Akhter of Chatkhil 
upazila.

The crisis is also hitting 
healthcare services hard. Shipon 
Saha of Prime Hospital Ltd said 
the 150-bed facility faces 4-5 daily 

Power outages cripple 
daily life in three dists
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STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Parliament yesterday rejected the opposition leader’s 
adjournment motion on the fuel crisis, opting to 
debate the issue without suspending the session.

After moving the motion, opposition leader and 
Jamaat-e-Islami Ameer Shafiqur Rahman criticised 
the government’s handling of the fuel crisis and 
questioned the credibility of its statements.

Deputy Speaker Kayser Kamal said as the House 
is currently engaged in the discussion on the 
thanksgiving motion on president’s address, the 
opposition leader’s adjournment motion cannot 
be entertained.

Under the rules, the subject raised in the notice 
may be discussed without suspending the session. 
Moreover, the Minister for Power, Energy and 
Mineral Resources has already made a statement 
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