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If no fuel crisis
FROM PAGE 3

fuel prices had to be raised 
and why office hours and 
programme schedules had 
to change.

“We’re seeing long 
queues stretching for 
kilometres. Drivers 
waiting (in queues) until 
midnight, unable to get 
fuel. Yet, the government 
shows no concern,” 
Rumeen said.

She added that 
ministers often claim 
in the parliament that 
there is no fuel shortage 
in Bangladesh, but when 
people go to buy fuel, they 
face 3km lines.

Addressing the 
speaker, she said, 
“Through you, I want to 
ask this parliament: when 
energy ministers speak to 
the media, they make it 
seem as though there is 
no crisis in Bangladesh. 
Why don’t they clearly say 
how many days’ worth of 
octane and diesel reserves 
the country has, how long 
those stocks will last, 
and why fuel stations are 
not receiving adequate 
supplies?”

Rumeen, a former 
BNP MP and now an 

independent lawmaker, 
faced objections from 
ruling party MPs during 
her speech.

Some ruling party 
MPs were seen waving 
their hands, and after her 
remarks, they created an 
uproar. The speaker then 
urged MPs to maintain 
discipline in the House.

Opposition Leader and 
Jamaat-e-Islami Ameer 
Shafiqur Rahman criticised 
“certain gestures” made 
by some treasury bench 
members while Rumeen 
was speaking.

Shafiqur said, “This 
parliament is the highest 
place of honour in the 
country. Those elected 
here have come with the 
support, votes, love, and 
respect of the people. We 
must respect all members. 
When a member speaks, 
only the speaker has the 
authority to allow or 
control it.”

“Today I noticed that 
when an independent 
MP was speaking, 
unfortunately some 
treasury bench members 
made gestures that hurt my 
conscience. I did not expect 
this,” he added.

They threatened
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While in Rab-11 custody, he 
met three to four detainees 
who said they had been 
held for one to three years 
and that many others had 
been killed.

Over several days, he 
was repeatedly questioned 
about alleged links to 
the Holey Artisan attack, 
other militant incidents, 
his political views, and 
his construction work on 
mosques and madrasas in 
Rohingya camps. He denied 
all allegations.

“Five to six days into my 
detention, a guard told me 
I was safe and asked me to 
offer Nafl prayers,” he said.

After nearly a week, 
Masrur said he and three 
others were handed over 
to Fatullah Police in 
Narayanganj and presented 
to the media as militants. 
He spent around 10 months 
in jail before securing bail 
and was unable to contact 
his family during that time.

He demanded 
punishment for those 
involved in his detention 
and torture.

Meanwhile, the 
prosecution urged the 
tribunal to frame charges 

against former Awami 
League lawmaker AKM 
Shamim Osman and 11 
others over the alleged 
killing of 10 people and 
injuring dozens during the 
July uprising in Narayanganj.

Prosecutor Abdus Sattar 
cited an audio transcript 
in which Shamim allegedly 
told then bridges minister 
Obaidul Quader that he 
had taken up firearms after 
police sought his help.

The tribunal fixed April 
23 for defence arguments.

Separately, ICT-2 showed 
Maj Gen (retd) Ziaul Ahsan 
and former lawmaker ABM 
Fazle Karim Chowdhury 
arrested in a case over the 
enforced disappearance of 
Syed Md Abu Zafar, former 
chairman of Bagoan union 
in Raozan.

According to the 
prosecution, Zafar was 
abducted on March 27, 
2010, from Khulshi in 
Chattogram. Witnesses 
said armed men, reportedly 
led by Ziaul Ahsan, forced 
him into a microbus. 
Investigators say there is 
initial evidence linking the 
accused to crimes against 
humanity, and further 
investigation is ongoing.

Formulation process
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petitions related to the 
implementation of the 9th 
Wage Board are ongoing.

He made these remarks 
in response to a question 
from opposition MP Sheikh 
Manjurul Haque Rahad 
during the parliamentary 
session chaired by Deputy 
Speaker Kaiser Kamal.

Answering another 
question from ruling party 
MP Mohammad Ali Asgar, 
the minister said, “To 
ensure media freedom, the 
Press Council Act of 1974 
is being updated to make 
the Press Council stronger, 
more effective, and media-
friendly.”

He added that the 
Journalist Welfare Trust 
is providing assistance 
to journalists who are 
unable to work, suffering 
from physical or mental 
illness, or unable to afford 
medical treatment while 
also recognising special 
contributions to journalism.

Up to March of FY 2025-
2026, financial grants have 
been given to 1,110 unwell, 
insolvent, and injured 

journalists and to families 
of deceased journalists. 
In addition, scholarships 
worth Tk 73.26 lakh have 
been awarded to meritorious 
children of 402 journalists. 
During Ramadan 2026, 
iftar and Eid gifts worth Tk 
1.12 crore were distributed 
among 2,000 journalist 
families.

In response to a question 
from Chandpur-2 MP Jalal 
Uddin, the minister said 
currently there are four 
state-owned TV channels 
in Bangladesh. Out of 
55 approved private TV 
channels, 37 are in full 
operation. No new TV 
channel approvals are 
pending. Future applications 
will be processed according 
to regulations.
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A farmer props up his crops after rain and a mild storm hit Rajshahi last Saturday evening. Later that night, heavy 
rain and strong winds damaged paddy fields across the region. The photo was taken at Darusha Beel in Paba 
upazila yesterday. PHOTO: AZAHAR UDDIN

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Speakers at an event yesterday opined that 
the government’s tobacco tax policy is flawed 
and remains constrained by misconceptions, 
which need to be removed in order to impose a 
pragmatic tax on tobacco products for protecting 
public health.

They also said that while prices of other 
essential goods rose significantly in recent years, 
tobacco product prices have not risen to the same 
extent in Bangladesh.

They were speaking at a pre-budget press 
conference on “Tobacco Tax Policy for Protecting 
Health and Rising Revenue” at Jatiya Press Club in 
Dhaka. Power and Participation Research Centre 
(PPRC) organised the conference to present their 
tax proposal.

PPRC Executive Chairman Hossain Zillur 
Rahman said while taxation and legislative 
processes are the primary tools for tobacco 

Govt’s tobacco 
tax policy flawed
Speakers tell conference
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NCP steps up 
expansion drive
45 join NCP; some discontent 
emerges within ranks
SHAMIMA RITA

The National Citizen Party (NCP) is going through 
a fresh phase of internal strain while seeking to 
showcase organisational expansion.

The party is working to bring in dozens of new 
members from other political platforms. However, 
insiders say this has sparked a renewed rift within the 
party and its affiliated bodies.

Earlier, joining the Jamaat-led alliance became a 
major source of internal discord for NCP, with more 
than 20 leaders opting to resign, while several others 
have since become inactive in party activities.

Amid this backdrop, 45 leaders from Amar 
Bangladesh Party (AB Party), United Peoples 
Bangladesh (UP Bangladesh), and Students Against 
Discrimination (SAD) joined the NCP 
yesterday. 

Notable figures include 
former SAD president Rifat 
Rashid, former AB Party 
general secretary Sunny 
Abdul Haque, UP Bangladesh 
president Ali Hasan Junayed 
and its spokesperson Shehrin 
Sultana Ira.

Welcoming them with flowers, 
NCP Convener Nahid Islam stressed 
for a “broader alliance” among pro-July uprising youth. 

He alleged that the BNP government was 
undermining the prospects created by the July 
uprising through the politicisation of institutions, 
alongside rising extortion and corruption.

“We need to build an alternative force to complete 
the struggle for a discrimination-free, democratic, and 
inclusive Bangladesh,” he said.

Nahid also said previous political identities or 
affiliations would not be a barrier to joining the NCP. 

“Whether one belongs to Chhatra Dal, Chhatra 
Shibir, Chhatra Odhikar Parishad, or even Chhatra 
League -- their past affiliation is not our primary 
concern,” he said.
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