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Mujibnagar 
Day observed 
unofficially
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Benapole

Mujibnagar Day, marking the swearing-in of 
Bangladesh’s first government in 1971, passed 
yesterday without any official programme.

The day commemorates the historic oath taken 
at the mango grove in Mujibnagar, Meherpur, 
during the Liberation War.

Despite the absence of a state programme, local 
freedom fighters and members of the Freedom 
Fighters’ Children Command Council placed wreaths 
at the Mujibnagar Memorial around 9:00am.

Officer-in-Charge Zahidul Islam of Mujibnagar 
Police Station said the day was observed privately.

Among those present were freedom fighter 
Capt (retd) Abdul Malek, Haji Ahsan Ali Khan, and 
local leaders of the council. Others who attended 
included journalist and writer Abu Sayeed Khan; 
former CPB general secretary Ruhin Hossain 
Prince; and BASAD assistant general secretary 
Rajekuzzaman Ratan, among others.

Abdul Malek said, “April 17 is not a political 
day. It is a significant day for our independence. 
Regardless of which government is in power, the 
day should be observed officially.”

Commerce 
Secretary 
Mahbubur 
Rahman 
passes away
STAR REPORT

Commerce 
Ministry 
Secretary 
Mahbubur 
Rahman 
passed 
away early 
yesterday morning while 
undergoing treatment. He 
was 58.

Rahman was admitted 
to Square Hospital in 
Dhaka on April 13 due to a 
decrease in blood platelet 
levels.

Later, he was diagnosed 
with malaria, according 
to a press release from the 
ministry.

He leaves behind his 
wife, three daughters, and 
numerous well-wishers.

Mahbubur Rahman 
joined the civil service 
under the customs and 
excise cadre. He joined as 
commerce secretary on 
February 25, 2025.

Commerce Minister 
Khandakar Abdul 
Muktadir expressed deep 
shock and sorrow at 
Rahman’s death.

In a condolence message, 
he said, “Mahbubur 
Rahman was a skilled, 
honest, and dedicated 
officer. His professionalism, 
sense of duty, and integrity 
contributed significantly 
to the activities of the 
Ministry of Commerce.”  
“With his untimely death, 
the country has lost an 
experienced administrator, 
which is difficult to 
replace.”
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STAR REPORT

Five people were killed and over 50 
injured as a sudden nor’wester and 
lightning strikes swept across several 
districts on Thursday night, report our 
correspondents.

The region experienced strong winds, 
hailstorms, and lightning. Houses were 
damaged, trees uprooted, and electric 
poles knocked down, disrupting power 
supply in several areas.

In Shahapur village of Jashore, 
farmer Lutfar Rahman Sardar died 
after being struck by lightning while 
returning from the field.

Twenty people were injured in 
Jashore, while 16 electric poles were 
toppled, 50 trees uprooted and over 20 
houses destroyed.

Keshabpur Upazila Agriculture 
Office said around 150 bighas of paddy 
fields were flattened, while mango and 
jackfruit orchards suffered significant 
losses.

Upazila Agriculture Officer Abdullah 
Al Mamun said assessments were 
underway to determine the extent of 
crop damage.

Mosharraf Hossain, deputy director 
of the Department of Agricultural 
Extension in Jashore, however, said, 
“Some Boro paddy fields have leaned, 
but we do not expect major losses. 
About 18mm rainfall has been recorded, 
which is beneficial for paddy.”

Jashore Palli Bidyut Samity-2 general 
manager Hadiuzzaman said at least 

16 power poles broken and numerous 
electric lines damaged by fallen trees in 
Manirampur and Keshabpur.

District Relief and Rehabilitation 
Officer Sheikh Abdul Kader said local 
authorities had been instructed to 
assess losses.

In Jhenaidah’s Maheshpur, a woman 

Nor’wester wreaks 

havoc in five districts
5 killed in lightning strikes, 50 injured; 

storms cause extensive loss to agriculture
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Experts urge 
front-of-package 
labelling to tackle 
rising NCDs risks
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Health experts and activists have stressed 
introducing front-of-package labelling (FOPL) 
on ultra-processed food products to combat the 
spread of non-communicable diseases (NCDs) in 
the country.

Otherwise, the risk of NCDs linked to 
consumption of ultra-processed food will increase 
at an alarming rate, they warned. 

They said this at a two-day journalists’ workshop 
titled “Front-of-Package Labelling (FOPL) in 
Bangladesh: Necessity, Progress and Way Forward”, 
organised by PROGGA (Knowledge for Progress), 
with support from the Global Health Advocacy 
Incubator (GHAI), on April 15-16 at the Bangladesh 
Medical Association (BMA) auditorium in Dhaka. 
It was attended by 29 journalists from different 
media platforms.
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The government should ensure security at shrines 
and khanqahs across the country through monitoring 
and effective presence from law enforcement agencies, 
demanded leaders of a youth forum yesterday.

At a human chain in front of Jatiya Press Club, 
Mainia Youth Forum also demanded that those 
responsible for recent attacks on mazars, as well as 
individuals who incited violence, be brought to justice.

“Human rights violations have continued across the 
country for years without any effective remedy,” said 
Syed Mashuk E Moinuddin, president of the forum.

“We hoped that after the new government assumed 
office, law and order along with people’s civil liberties 
would be restored, but to no avail,” he said.

Mashuk also urged the government to arrange a 
national dialogue soon, warning that they would be 
compelled to launch a larger movement if mob violence 
and extrajudicial killings continued.

Ensure security at 
shrines: speakers

Women artisans weave sheetal pati at Kathalia village in Bakerganj upazila of Barishal, preserving a traditional craft passed down through 
generations. Depending on size and quality, each mat sells for Tk 2,000 to Tk 3,000. The photo was taken recently. PHOTO: TITU DAS


