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The minister further said 
increasing the honorarium 
allowance for freedom 
fighters is not currently 
under government 
consideration.

The minister highlighted 
the various allowances 
provided to freedom 
fighters.

At present, each freedom 
fighter receives a monthly 
honorarium of Tk 20,000, 
a festival allowance of Tk 
10,000, and a Bangla New 
Year allowance of Tk 2,000. 
Moreover, living freedom 
fighters receive a Victory Day 
allowance of Tk 5,000.

In addition, through 
the Bangladesh Freedom 
Fighters Welfare Trust, each 
martyr’s family receives a 
monthly honourarium of 
Tk 23,000, while each Bir 
Sreshtho family receives Tk 
28,000.

Martyrs’ families receive 
a medical allowance of 
Tk 2,000 each and a food 
allowance of Tk 5,000.

Among the gallantry-
awarded freedom fighters, a 
Bir Sreshtho family receives 
a monthly honourarium of 
Tk 30,000 and a Bangla New 
Year allowance of Tk 2,000. 
A Bir Uttom family receives a 
monthly honourarium of Tk 
25,000; Bir Bikram receives 
a monthly honourarium 
of Tk 20,000; and Bir 
Protik receives a monthly 
honourarium of Tk 20,000.

Besides, they receive 
two festival allowances of 
Tk 10,000 every year and a 
Bangla New Year allowance 
of Tk 2,000.

Meanwhile war-
wounded freedom fighters 
are receiving a monthly 
honorarium of Tk 30,000 
under the “A” category, Tk 
28,000 under “B” category, 
Tk 23,000 under “C” 

category, and Tk 20,000 
under “D” category.

In response to separate 
questions, the minister 
explained that if allegations 
arise against a gazetted 
freedom fighter, claiming 
they are not genuine, the 
matter is investigated by 
a sub-committee of the 
Jatio Muktijoddha Council 
(JAMUKA). If proven false, 
recommendations are made 
to remove the individual 
from the list. Since August 
2024, JAMUKA has received 
842 such complaints. 
After verification and 
investigation, the gazette/
recognition of 481 
individuals has been 
cancelled.

Since its establishment, 
JAMUKA has held 103 
meetings and recommended 
the cancellation of gazettes 
for 6,465 individuals.
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Two cousins 
found dead in 
Chandpur pond
A CORRESPONDENT, 

Chandpur

The floating bodies of two 
children were recovered 
from a pond in Chandpur 
early Tuesday.

The deceased, Abdul 
Ahad, 7, and his cousin 
Zunayed Hossain, 9, used 
to live in Hasadi Gazibari 
area under Sadar upazila.

Their family members 
said the two children went 
out of their residence around 
10:00am on Monday, and 
they did not return home.

Locals found their bodies 
floating on the nearby 
waterbody around 3:00am 
on Tuesday, confirmed 
Chandpur Model Police 
Station Inspector 
(investigation) Mintu Dutta.

Former IGP
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involved would be brought 
to trial.

“We cannot disclose 
names at this stage, but 
we are finding involvement 
of many officials,” he 
said, adding that anyone 
found culpable -- whether 
civilian, police, Rapid 
Action Battalion (Rab), or 
army personnel -- will be 
prosecuted.

Previously, Mamun, who 
also served as the deputy 
inspector general of Dhaka 
range between 2013 and 
2015, was sentenced to five 
years’ imprisonment by 
the International Crimes 
Tribunal-1 on November 
17 last year, in a crimes 
against humanity case. 
Deposed prime minister 
Sheikh Hasina and 
former home minister 
Asaduzzaman Khan Kamal 
were sentenced to death in 
the same case.

The chief prosecutor also 
said former IGP Mamun 
would be prosecuted 
for incidents that took 
place while he was in 
service, including alleged 
extrajudicial killings during 
his time as the Rab chief.

Islam said separate 
chains of command and 
decisions in different 
incidents -- such as the 
Shapla Chattar crackdown 
in 2013 -- allow for 
distinct legal proceedings, 
dismissing concerns over 
double jeopardy.

Helal placed
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On Tuesday, Helal, 
proprietor of Hamidul 
Haque Arms and Co in 
Chattogram, was arrested 
from Hares Shah Mazar 
Lane in Chattogram’s 
Chawkbazar.

On December 12 last 
year, Hadi, an independent 
aspirant for the Dhaka-8 
constituency, was shot in 
Dhaka’s Paltan area while 
campaigning. He died 
on December 18 while 
undergoing treatment in 
Singapore.

On December 14, 
Inqilab Moncho’s Member 
Secretary Abdullah Al 
Jaber filed an attempted 
murder case with Paltan 
Model Police Station 
against Faisal and several 

unnamed individuals, 
which later turned into a 
murder case.

On January 6 this year, 
investigation officer Faisal 
Ahmed, a DB inspector, 
submitted a charge sheet 
in the case before the court, 
naming Faisal, four of his 
family members and 12 
others.

On January 15, Abdullah 
Al Jaber filed a no-
confidence (naraji) petition 
with the court, rejecting 
the probe report submitted 
by the Detective Branch 
(DB) of Dhaka Metropolitan 
Police.

On the same day, the 
court directed the CID 
to conduct a further 
investigation into the case 
after granting the petition.SOURCE: ISLAMIC FOUNDATION
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Govt eying new labour markets 
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Ashraf Uddin during the 
question-answer session.

The premier said 
initiatives were underway 
to sign bilateral 
agreements with Serbia, 
Greece, North Macedonia, 
Romania, Portugal, Brazil 
and Russia to expand 
overseas employment 
opportunities.

He added that efforts 
are actively progressing 
toward reopening the 
Malaysian labour market. 
High-level visits have 
also been arranged to 
strengthen bilateral 
relations with countries 
outside the Middle East 
that recruit foreign 
labour.

An initiative has been 
taken to sign a labour 
recruitment agreement 
with Thailand, he added. 

The prime minister 
said the government is 
continuing efforts to 
reopen the Malaysian 
market, answering a 
related question from BNP 
MP Nayab Yusuf Ahmed.

The minister and adviser 
in charge of the Ministry 

of Expatriates’ Welfare 
and Overseas Employment 
visited Malaysia from 
April 8–11, and bilateral 
discussions during the 
visit are expected to 
pave the way for sending 
Bangladeshi workers to the 
country, he added.

In response to a 
question from Nurul 
Islam, MP of Barguna-2, 
the prime minister said 
the government has 
already taken steps to plan 
for the maritime zone and 
assess potential national 
gains.

He said to ensure 
sustainable and long-term 
development of the blue 
economy by balancing 
marine resources, 
fisheries, tourism 
and environmental 
conservation, the 
establishment of an 
institutional framework 
in the 2027 fiscal 
year is under active 
consideration.

Responding to another 
question from the 
Barguna-2 MP, Tarique 
said the government has 
decided to recruit five lakh 

government employees.
Of them, the process of 

recruiting 2,879 people 
against vacant posts in 
the Ministry of Public 
Administration and 
subordinate offices and 
organisations is already 
underway, he said.

Replying to a question 
from Chattogram-7 
MP Humam Quader 
Chowdhury, the prime 
minister said there 
are currently 3,76,489 
teachers in primary 
schools, of whom 1,30,000 
have received training in 
English.

Under the upcoming 
Fifth Primary Education 
Development Programme, 
set to begin on July 1, 
plans are in place to 
provide English training 
to the remaining teachers, 
he added.

The government has 
already taken steps to 
plan for the maritime 

zone and assess 
potential national gains.


